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PREFACE 

To THE READER. 



WHEN for my own private fatisfaflion I Rrtk be- 
gan to inquire into the original conftitution of 
Burghs, in this and foreign nations, what they were, 
and whence their great liberties and privileges* la 
our ordinary writers, whofoever they were, that dif- 
courfed of them as the]^ came in their wav, I found 
little elfe but prcfcription, and pretended ufage and 
poiTeffion time out of mind, vouched for the great in- 
dependent rights they have claimed, and doqhallenge. 
And truly by the notion thefe writers have, and 
their readers cannot but have, of them, according to 
their informations, they feem to have been etertua^ or 
at leaft cotsval with the creation, and fo many r^jr^ 
wrought, and framed, fmall Commonwealths lifted 
out of the chaos^ and fixed upon the furface of the 
earth, with their Walls, Gates, Town or Gild-halls, 
Courts, Liberties, Cuftoms, Privileges, Freedoms, 
Jurifdi£lions, Magiftrates, and Ofiicers, in their For- 
malities, and all extravagant, uncontroulable, and 
abfolute Powers, and abfurd Rights, they have of 
late years pretended to. 

But, whoever will ferioufly perufe this Treatife, 
(hall find the dates of their originals, and gradual 
augmentations, and muft confefs they have nothing 
of the greatnefs and authority they boaft of, but from 
the bounty of our ancient Kmgs, and their fucceflbrs, 
notwidiftanding any other confirmations or acquired 
tight, they may alledee, and acknowledge that prefcrip- 
tion, X and pretenoed immemorial cufloms or ufages t See Appou 
afail not. When there are charters or other records ^' ' *»• ^'r ^ 
which fhew, that in this cafe (of what weight foever ^dfoL'7.A.B. 
they maybe in other,) they are mere conjectures, C.D.E.* 
words of courfe, and the popular aflertions of fuch 
inen, as eitherbiew not how, or would, or for their 
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PREFACE. 

more gainful employments could not look into thofe 
great monumenci of anti*]uity, and difcoverers of 
truth. , 

And tberefore I have oppofn] matter of faft^ 
through the whole difcourfe to thefe fond imagina- 
tions, and eafy notions, and for the clearer demon- 
ftration of what I intended to evince, have produced 
all the inflances of Cities, Burgh, and Towni in both 
the bool(s called Damefday-Booksf from whence I 
Could receive zny fatisfa^ion of the condition and im- 
port of Burghi3j\d Burgtjism the Saxon tinges, with- 
out any particular dedudions from thefe iiiltances, or ■ 
tcmarks upon them. 

'Tis eafy for any man that will but note them to 
obferve, that according to the modern way of fpeak- 
ing, they then made but a fmall figure in the nation ; 
to he fure the Burghs- were not dilHntS Common- 
wealths Or Governments, nor the Burgtffei ''tatefmen, 
or people of much intereft, whatfoever fome popular 
and factious writers, who fcribble by rote, and accoid- 
ing to their own fancies, have delivered to the 
tontrary. 

Many other places not named in this Treatife, arc 
either called Burghi in the Conqueror's furvey, or 
there arc BurgiJJci mentioned in the defcription of 
them ; feveral of which are not now eftecmed Burght, 
nor is there any light of information to be had from 
them, what Burghs or Burgcjfcs then were, as Ttrchfey, 
Ijiuth ^aA Stanford \n Limolnjhire^ Staiiings in EJfcx, 
Stiptefiury or Shaftjbury in Derjetftiire, Domnitune or 
Daumone, Thtodulvefide, Sarefiarte, mitm, Malmjhury, 
Chrichlade, and Cam in TVilis. Lidfford and Tmtp 
in Devon^ Cekhrfter and Matdtm in Ejjix, IVincbtUumi 
in, Gkcfjiajhire, Herefsrd, Snotlingham, or Notting- 
btm, thefe hai'C the bare namei on]y o( Burghs, or fome 
BurgeJJis are faid to have lived in tjiem, without any 
thing relating to their quality or condition. 

London and Winehijitr are not defcribed in this fur- 
vey ; in WoTctftir, Dtrly, and Linceln^ the name of 
Btttgefs not ment'oncd. Brijiol not to be found in 
the furvey, it was made a city and county 4.7 Ed. III. 
though « Burgh long before, ^ri^eyoaitr nut to be 
found 
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found there, nor Minebead^ LtHj or Len in NirfMonlf 
mehtioned, but not zssiBurghy or town of note. 

*Tis only faid of Glocestre. Tempore Regis Ed" 
toardi [i] reddeiat chitas de Gkwcejire XXXVI /i^. [i] Domea £ 
numeratas Sr XII fextaria meilis admen/uram ejufdem^^^'^^ ^* 
Burgi : In the time of K\n& Edward the city pf Qh^ 
r«/?/r paid thirty-fix pounds by tale, and twelve fexta« 
nes or gallons of honey, according to the meafure of 
the fame Burgh, nothing further of this Burgh or 
any BurgefTes therein. 

And of Leicejler thus. Civitas de [2] Z#iff{^(^ [il Ibid. f. 130, 
tempore Regis Edwardi reddebat per annum Regi XXX^ ^^^ '• 
Hb. ad numerum & XV fextaria meilis. ^uando Rm 
that in exercitu ter terram de ipjh Burgo Xtt Bstrgenfes 
ibant cum eo. oi veroper mare in hoftem ibaU mittebani 
ei quatuor equos, deeodim Burgo ufque Londoniam adcom^ 
portanda arma^ £r alia qua opus eJfenU That is, the 
city of Leicefter in the time of King Edward paid 
yearly to the King thirty pounds by £iLe, and (dttiOL 
fextaries of honey, when the King marched with hit 
army by land, there went with him twelve Burgeilcs 
of this Burgh ; when he went by fea againft an enemy^ 
he had four horfes fent from the fame Burgh to 
London to carry arms, or other neceflfaries ; nothing 
more of this Burgh or its Burgejfesvx the furvey. 

We may note from both thele laft towns, there was 
not then much difiisrence betv^een a City and Burgh^ 
both appellations being given to one and the famt 
town ; Leicefter nevtt had * Bifhops, and at this time* $]> Edwahl 
Gtoafter hadf none, the great diftin£tion grew, afterCoke> fivs, tU 
cities were made counties by charter. Ci^«c^ "* 

Ner was the condition of London (unlefs men 
would think otherwife from the largenefs of the place 
only) much better, or the liberties and privileges of it^ 
more, or much greater than thofe of other Cities, and 
great Burehs* Notwithftanding the prodigious flat* 
teries,^ and elevating harangues, it hath been puffed 
up with by the author ot % Londinum TriumphanSy t ;?^^^ ^*"* 
printed and dedicated to the men in authority, in the J^Jj^®^^^^ 
year 1682, and by the writings Qf many othert, Hiftoirof rom« 
ancient and modern, who eit^ on purpofe, or occa* c^ AuUmn. 
fionally, wrote what they found concerning t^is city, 
without examination, and fo were deluded by fuch as 
went before them, or by their own imaginations, or 
appreheniions. Judging of its former mte and con- 
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dition, (or at leaft what in their opinion it ought to 
he,} according to the prefent fplendor and appearance 
of it. . 

And to demonftrate what I have here (aid, I caufed 
the cbartfTs made to the Giy of London^ by Henry the 
Firft, Hmry the Second, Sjchard the Firft, and King. 
5Wi^r^ he printed in the Appendix, N. 17. and i8. 
And likewife the charters of JVinchefier, Lincoln^ York. 
zndNorwichy granted in the. fame times, by com- 
paring of which one with another, there will be 
founa but little difference in their compofitions or in 
the ifhmunities^ liberties^ 2Lnd privileges granted by them. 
Except that the Citifens of Landon by the King's 
grant, had power and liberty to dijlrain the goods of 

♦ Sec theChajr-gjjy other GVj/i«j, or Burgcfles, or of any % inhabitants 
w[ Jb^rnJL^^^e Cnunties^ where fuch foreign Citifens or Burgejfes 

lived* that were indebted to them, if found in London^ 
afi is to be feen in the charter of King Henry the Firft, 
N. 17. f. 27. A. and the confirmation of it in general 
words, in all the fubfequent charters^ before noted, 
whereas the Citifens and Btargeffes of other Cities and 
Burghs J by thtir charter s^.h^ not power to dijirain 
the goods of a country-many or inhabitant of the county for 

* See Dunwich their iUht^ if they were not * debtors to them, or 
Chnrtei MS above, Jifr/ties for Others. 

The like^^in The Cities oi Norwich and Lincoln^ and all the liber- 

Mdcnfcharters ^^* ^^^ free-cuftoms of thc City and Gtifens of London^ 

of Burghs, in fuch manner as when they did heft, and moft freely 

enjoy them. Sec Appendix N. 20, and 22, yet never 

». ; pretended to, then, fuch unthought-of liberties. 

And after thefe times, whoever will take the pains 
to read all the charters of London^ (tranflated into 
Englifh by S. G. Gent, (though not fo exafily as he 
pretends,) and dedicated to Sir Robert Clayton^ when 
l0ord Mayor) which were granted by King Henry thc 
Firft, and our fucceffive KingSy will find that all thc 
great privileges 2Lnd liberties^ that city lately enjoyed or 
pretended to, were the. grants of the King's proge- 
nitors ; and alfo find them fuccefiively, and parti cu* 
liarly granted, as the Citifens petitioned^ bargained^ or 
. ' ' cwtpoundid for them. And therefore no reafon for 
them to plead immemorial cuftom, or prefcription for 
all, or moft things, that might have been found granted 
by charter, if thofe employed had had time, or will, to 
luve induftriouily perufed them. 
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TREATISE 



OF 



Srtglifli Burghs, dr Bouroilgll?* 



I' SAAC CAtJSABON in his Comment upon 
Strabo arid others will have the Greek Jlipy®- 
and the Latin Burgus to be the fame, and the later 
to be derived from the former, and fo to fignifie, a 
Tower, a Caftle^ or Gity; He adds. That the Thra- 

cians and Macedonians pronounced the word ^i^®^ 
infteadof liif^. 

CluVerius in his [i) Girmania Antiqua^ contradiSs fO ^' ^9> 9^'» 
Caufabon ajld affcrts Bure to be a pure German word^ „ ^ ^.^ 

.9 * ' Burg a GcrttUA 

and th^t it fignifiesj The Placing or Situation of word. 
tna(iy Houfes together, which was called a Vicus or 
Street j or RoWs of Houfes clofe to one another. Not 
that QYtvy Vicus^ Street or Congregation of Houfes 
Was a Burg, but fuch only as were the Head or Chief 
l|f fome Country or Nation ; as B atenburg was the 

B fhief 



Tuxn^ Ton, 
Tun, Town, 
Tune, what 
tl^ were. 
[2] Ibidem* 
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chief Town of the Batavi, &c. And further notej>. 
That the word in its moft ancient fignification denotes 
an Inclosure or Hedge, which was otherwife called 
TuuN or TuYN, in the fame fenfe as we anciently 
ufed Tun, or Ton and, now do Town, and the Scots 
Tune : Which by the French are rendred Bourg or 
.Bourgade. To this purpofe [2] Luitprandus (who 
lived about the year 940.) fpeaking of the Burgun- 
dians, fays, Ipji Domorum Congregationem qua Muro 
non Clauditur Burgum vocant^ They called a Congre- 
gation of Houfes which were not inclofed with a IVall^ 
2i Burg. That is, it was a great Town, not wal- 
led about* 



Burgs why 
called. 



fo Du Frefn in his Glojfiry agrees with Cluverius^ and 
fays, The Latins, French, and Germans at firft called 
Numbers of Houfes joined together Burgs, from 
whence their great Towns had the fame Name, and 
" that afterwards many Towers and Caftles were built 
for the Security of thofe Towns againft the Attempts 
of Enemies, which were alfo called Burgs, which is 
proved by the Termination of many German Towns 
in Burg ^ and therefore aflerts the word to be rather 
French, or German, than Greek. 



Bergh or Berg Wettdelin in his Saltc GloJJary of Atuatic W or Asy in- 
what-itfigniiies. ^^^^^3 ^^^ ^,^^^ Bergh or Berg fometimes fignified 

Receptaculum^ a place of Receit, as in Mallo-ber- 
gum, a word derived from Mallus or Mallum, a 
Convention for the Determining of Law-Cafes, and 
Berg the Houfe or Place where it was kept. So in 
r 1 Lb 'hf ^^^ Laws of the [3] Lombards, Volumus uiique^ 
45. c. 27. ut Domus a Comite^ in loco ubi Mallum tenere debeaty 

eonjHtuatur^ ut propter Calorem Solis^ et^pluviam publicd 
57. ' * ^' * ' utiUtai non rem^neat. We will> That a Houfe be built 

by 



En^UJh Burghs^ or Bouroughs. 3 

by the Earl where the Mall or Affizes ought to be 
holden^ left the Public Benefit be hindred or put off, by 
the heat of the Sun, or Rain. Alfo in the [4] Capitu- . , . ., 
lars, Ut in loco ubi mallos puhlicos habere folcnt^ Tedium Tit. 57- 
tale Conjiituatur^ ^od in hiberno et £Jiate Obfervatum 
fffefojjit. We will, That in the place where Public 
Malls or Law Con^Tntions ought to be kept, thei^e 
may be fuch a Roof or Covering provided^ as they may 
be hoi den in Winter and Summer ; in this fenfe 
HiERBERG is now an Inn, or Houfe of Common Re- 
ceit : which was at firft a place of Receit for Souldiers, 
(from Here an Army, and Berg as before) and fet upon 
the Public Roman ways. Whence the fame Author 
explaining the word Berg, faithj That in the Com- 
pofition of Malberg, i^c. Non Jignificlit Montefn 
aut TumuluMy fid Receptaculum et Tutamen a^erfiis 
-Temp^/latum injuriasy ^e. It doth not figriifie an 
Hill, or Hillock, Barrow, Tomb, or Grave^ but a place 
of Receit and Security againft the Injury of Weather* 
Unde Burgen H Bergen eji *Tegere ac Tueri, ^c. From 
whence Burgen and Bergen fignifie to Cover and De- 
fehd : And from thence Halsberg in Dutch, is an 
Iron Gorget or Collar to defend the Neck* Heut- 
BERG5 and Haut or Hauberg an Iron Helmet to 
defend the Head, and Bainberg Iron Boots to de-» 
fend the Legs. 

Somner m his Saxon Dictionary tells us. That city, feourough 
Burg fignifies a City, Fort, Fortrefs, Tower, Cattle, "" '^^owa Cor- 
a Bourough, Free-Bourough or Town Corporate and 
cites Otfrid for its Derivation from" the Saxon Beor* 

CAN in Tutum redpere^ firvare^ to preferve and keep 
infafety. 

The Author of the [5] Court- Law of Korwey [sP* 708. 709. 
.gives the fame fenfe of the word Burgh, Burgh, 

B % Borgh, 
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BORGH, BURGUM, Mdnitjientumj locus Editus^ isf 
Mtmitusj adfalutem hominum. A Berghen in Tutum 
reciperej fervare. 

And whether Burgh was taken for a place of 
Strength, or a place of Trade, as it was Guarded with 
the Liberties and Privileges granted by Princes, then 
(and perhaps now altogether neceflary to the advan- 
tage of Buying Selling, and Trading, by which 
Tradefmen quietly and without difturbance enjoy the 
Benefit of it. Burghs nvight truly be called Places of 
Safety, Proteflion, and Privilege, But enough of the 
Notation of the word. I fliall proceed to fhew what 
Cities and Burghs were in reference to Trade and 
other Mlitters, and of what Value and Reputation 
the Inhabitants, or Burgcffes were in the Saxon 
Times, and afterwards; when they became Parle- 
mcnt-Burghs. 

RlSfoi. NORFULC [6] REX. 

iiS. 

Eft Hund. de Flee. 

y, , Gernemiva tenuit Rex Edwardus * femperljY.'K Bur-' 

* i. e. asv ell g^^fis^ King Edward held Yarmouth, there were al- 

i?. ^^t .^""*; °^ ways 70 Burgcffes. And there is in the Survey itfelf 

King Edward, as J i » r r^ tr y \ 

at the time of notliing further faid ot thefe Burgenes, what they of 
making the Sur- ^j,^jj. Condition was. But in a Controverfie [7 1 that 

[7] Append. happened between the Burgefles of Yarmouth and the 
. * ** Tenents of the Maner of Luthinglond in Gorlfton and 

little Yarmouth, in the 12th of Henry the Third, 
about Lading and Unlading of Goods, it appears they 
were Merchants and Traders at Sea, and upon the 
Water, That the Kings of England kept this Burg 
in their own Hand?, and received by their Officers 
the Piofits of the-Port, until the time of King John, 

King 



Engltjh Burghs^ or Bounughs 5 

King John, who in the 9th year of his Reign [8] [8] Append. 
Granted the Burg in Fee- Farm to the Burgeffes for ' ** 
ever, at the Rent of Fifty-Five Pounds by the Year 
to be paid by the Provoft or BaylifF of Yarmouth, 
^nd Granted they (hould yearly chufe a BaylifFamO|ig 
tbemfelves, fit both to ferve him, and themfelyes, 

• 

[8JNORFULC. [8]IX.«efday 

. ut fupra. 

Hundred d^ Tetford Terra Regis in Tetfordj ^c, ' 
After an Eftimate made of the La^ids and Mills be- 
longing to the King and Earl or Sheriff it follows. 

In Burgo autem erant DCCCCXLIIII Burgenfn Thetfori. 
Tempore Regis Edwardiy d( his Rex aninem conjuetudi'^ 
nem habet. De iflis hominibus erant XXXVI iUi Do^ 
MINICI Regif Edwardiy ut nonpoffint ejfe homines Cu^- 
jujlibety fine licentia Regis; jJUi omnes. po^erant ejfe A^- 
mines Cujufiibety fed feniper tamen Confiietudo Regis re-^ 
nianebat prater Herigete. Mado fitnt, DCCXX 
Burgenfes i^ CCXXIIII Manfiira vacua. De ijiu^ 
Surge nfibus XXI kabent VI Caruc(Uas isT LX aar, quai , 
tenent de Regey i5fc. That is. In the Burg there were 
944 Burgefles in the Tiin^ of King Edward and the 
King had all the Cuftom they paid, or had of them alt 
forts of Cyftom, of thofe men there were 36 fo much 
under the Power of King EdAvard or fo much his 
Vallals, as they could not be the Yaflals pf, or have 
any other Man to be their Patron, without his Li-- 
cence, all the other might put tbemfelves under the 
Patronage ox Proteftion of ?py other Lord. But fo as 
their Cuftom always remained to the King, except 
only the Hereot. Now there are 720 BurgeflSbs, and; * 
224 Houfes or dwellings void. Of thefe Burgeffes ai. 
have fi^ Plough-Lands and 60 Acres, which they 
Held of the King, &c. TmK^ 
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rnru. r TERRiE [9] ROBERTI MALET iw 

fg] Ibid. f. 3C4. ^^-^ QT^rxpTTy ^. 

&f.3ii.b. bUDrULC. 

Dujrwich. DuNEwic [9] 7>«a/V Edricus^/^ Lesefelde Tl 

iJ. E, pro uno Marurio^ ^ modo Robert us Malet 
T^unc II Carruc, Terr a ^ modo I, Mare ahftulit aliam^ 
^ femper I Car, inDominioTunc XII Bordar, Modo 
II ^ XXIIII /V^T/a homines de XL /7^r. T^rr^, ^ 
cfww^m conftutudimm reddunt huic Manerio^ & Tunc 
C fcf XX Burgenfes, fcf /T^d^i^? CCXXXVl. 

\ 

£^r/V ^ Lefefelde held DuNEV/ic in the time of 

King Edward for one Maner, and now Robert 

Malet holds it. Then there were two Plough- 

Lands, now one, the Sea hath wafhed away the other, 

' and. there was alway one Plough-Land in Demeafn, 

then twelve Bordars, now two, and 24 French, or 
Freemen, each 40 Acres, who pay all Cuftom to this 
Maner, and then 120 Burgeffcs and now 236, ^c. 

For the Quality of this Burg and the Condition of 
the Burgeflts, fee the Grsnt and Confirmation of their 
» Append. N. 3. Liberties, i Jckannis in the * Appendix, N. 3. 



[1] Domefday 
ut fupra, f. 
I. 18. a. 



[i] NORFULC. 

Franc! de Norwic In Novo Bur go XXXVI Bur- 
genfes ^ VI AngKci^ ^ ex Jnnua confuetudine reddebat 
unufquifque ^i. prater For isfaSiiiraSy de hoc toto hahe* 
hat Rex Duas partes^ & Comes Tertiam, Modo XLI 
Bur genfes Franci in Dominio Regis ^ Comitisy ^ Ro- 
gerus Bigot habet L, ^ Raddulfus de Belief ago XII II, ^ 
HermerusVllU^ Rsbertus JrbaliJiariusY. ^ Ful- 
cherus homo Abbatis W Ifac.l isT Rad. Vifo Lupi I ^ 
in fvifirino Comitisj IlL And'^then it follows, Tota 

Terra 
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Terra Burvenfium erat in Dominio ComitiL & * Had. * ^?^P^ ?^ 

. , . Guader that 

Concejjit Regi in Commune ad faciendum Burgum inter Rebelled againft 
fe ^ Regem ut Tejlatur Ficecomes^ & omnes Terra ijla "^l ^<»'*^"««>'» 
tarn Militum^ quam Burgenfium reddunt Regifuam Con- 
fuetudinem. 

There were 36 French Burgeffesin Norwich in the 
New Burg, and fix Englilh, and every one paid an . 
Annual Cuftom of 5^. befides their Mulils and For- 
feitures, The King had two parts of the whole, and 
the Earl the third part. Now there are 41 French 
Burgefles Vassals to the ICing, and Earl; and Roger 
Bigot hath 50, and Ralph de Bellefago hath 14, and 
Hermer 8, and Robert a Manager of Battering En- 
gines 5, Fulcher Vaffal to the Abbat i, and Ifaac i, 
and Ralph Wolfs-face i, and three in the Earls Bake, 
or Grinding-Houfe. All the Land of the Burgef- 
fes (in the New Burg) was the Demeafn of Earl 
Ralphs who Granted it to the King in Commune 
with himfelf, to * make a Burg, to be (that is the • This was the 
Profits of it) between him and the King; and all Land*^*jaSut die 
thofe Lands wh ich were the JCnigbts or B urgeffes paid Caftic, which 

^ D r ^aa withm its 

their Rent to the King. outmoft Ditch, 

or within its 

'YJd'QVTlX r* flapre imxnediato 

IN U K f U L, L., Jurifdiaion, 

In the old City, or Burg, 

In [2] Norwico de MCCXXXVIII Burgenjibus Rex [?] Domef. ut 
^ Cemes babent Socam^ Sacam, tff confuetudinem^ de L "^"* ' ^' * 
Stigandus habuit Socam^ Sacam ^ Commendaiionem^ de 
Xi^II Her oldus habuit Socamy Sacam & Commendatimemj 
et unus eorum ita Dominicus ejfet ut mn fotuit deced^re vel 

homagiumfacerejme ejus Licentia. 

In Norwich the King and Ear^. have the Jurif- 

diction and Cujftom of 1238 Burgeffes Stigand, 

had 
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had the Jurifdidtion and Proteftion, or Money for 
the Protedionof 50, and Herold of 22; whereof one 
was fo much his Vaffal, as he could not depart or dq 
Hodiage tp any other withput his Licence. 



WGreat [3] DEV EN E S CI RE. 

Domef. Book 

E 'T/?^^**^' '' ^"^ Chifate Exonia hahet Rex CCC Domus XV. w/^. 
•^- * fiUs reddentes Confuetudinem^ in hoc Civitate funt vajiatce 

XLVIII Domus poftquam Rex venit in Ayigliam. Bur- 
genfes Exonia urbis habent Extra Civitatem lirram XII 
Varucat* ^a nullam Confueiudimm reddunt nifi ad ip- 
fam Civitatem. 

In the City of Excefter the King hath 315 Houfes 
more or left paying Rent in this City, 48 lying waft, 
fince the King came into England. The Burgeffes 
of the City of Excefter have 12 Plough-Lands with- 
out the City which pay no Cuftom, or Rent, unlefr 
to the City it felf. 

This rs all that is to be found in the Defcription 
of Excefter, concerning the inhabitants or Burgef- 
fes of that place. . 

[4]ib!d.w.., TERRA [4] REGIS. 

Rix haiet Bur gum Bame/iaple^ Rex Edwardus f?a- 

buit in Ddminia ibi funt intra Burgu7H XL Burgntfes 

iff IXJitTit Extra Burgumy inter smnes reddunt Regi XL 

Sol. odfenfum^ * Efifiopo Venjlantienji XX SoL ad nu^ 

Wy their Pro- merumy This is all of this Bui]g and its Burgeflcs. 

te^tor, or Pa- 

tro»« , ^ »:* 

The King hath ^be Burg of Bamcftapk, King Ed- 
ward iiad it in Demcafn, there are widiin the Burg 

40 Bur- 
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40 Burgcffes and nine without, amongft them all 
they pay the King 40 j. by weighty and the Biftiop 
pf Conftance %o s. by Tale. 



tide for dm 



Rex habet [5] Burgum Lideford, Rex Edijuardus Te- ^-^'{^^^^ 
nuit in Dominioj ibifunt XXVIII Burgenfes intra Bur- 
gum y XL. Extras, inter omnes reddunt Regi LX SoL 
(id penfum^ ^, habent II Caruc, Terra Extra Bur- 
gum, 

The King hath the Burg of Lideford, King Ed-r 
Edward field it in Demeafn, there are within the 
Burg 28 Burgeffes, and 41 without, amongft them 
all, they pay the King 60 J. by Weight, and they havp 
two Plough-lands without the Burg, this is all of this 
Burg, and its BurgeiTe^. 

[6] BERROCHE SCIRE. [gj ^,,,,, 

fupra, f. 56« a 

In Burgo de JValingford habuit Rex Edwardus VIII. ^^*^ ^^ 
Virgatas Terra, et in his. erani CCLXXVI * Hega ^ ' , ' 

, T* • From the 

reddentes XI Lib de Gablo, ^c. In the Burg of Wa- Saxon Haegh a 
lingford King Edward had eight Virgates of Land, ^ifl'^J^^""^^ 
upon which were 276 Hages or Houfes, paying eleven Ditched, or 
Pound Rent. The reft of the Defcription of this wLnte our" * 
Burg is a long and rude Catalogue of all the Hages ^°'^ ^^y^' ""^ 
QT Houfes belonging to this Town, and their Owners 
being either in Bark-fhire or Oxford-ftiire fides. 
With their rents or Cuftoms, many whereof be- 
longed to Forreign Maners, not one word of any 
Burgeffes in the Survey. But by the Charter of 
King [7] Henry the Second, there were many and [7] Append. 
Jtrge Liberties and Privileges granted them by the ^* ^' 
jjamc of Burgefles of Walingford. 

[8] sup. 



lo A TREATISE of 



m Little [8J SUDFOLC. 

Dc Dimid. -Hund. De Gepefwit. 

j>/Kw*. In Burgonrant Tempore Regis EdwardiDXXXVlll 

Burgenfes rcddentes confuetudinem Regiy ^ habebant XL 
acr. Terra. Modo verofunt CX Burgenfes^ qui con- 
fuetudinem reddunt^ ^ *C pauperes Burgenfes^ qui non 
pojfunt redere ad Geltum. Regis niji unum Denat ium de 
fuis Capitibus ^ CCCXXVIII. Vajlata funt, ^c. In 
the Burg of Gipfwic, or Ipfwich, there were in the 
time of King Edward 538 Burge0es which paid 
Cuftom to the King, and had 40 Acres of Land, 
now there are only no Burgefles which pay Cuftom, 
and 100 poor Burgefles, which can only pay one 
Penny a Head, and 328 Manfions lye wafte ; nothing 
more of this Town as a Burg, or of its Burg;eflcs. 

SUDFULC, 

[9] Domefl. ut Terra [9] Roberti Malet. Hund. de Hertefmera. 

fijpra. f* 319* b. 

Jye. Ejam Tenuit EdriaiS XII Car. Terra T R, E, Mo- 

do Tenet R. in Dominio^ ^c. Et modo [ i ] mcrcatum^ ^ 
[l] Parens en Mercato Manent XXV Burgenfes. Hutc 
Manerio pertinent XLVlll focrrumi CXXi acr. Terra, 
Ex hisficmannisfunt XXXVII in Dominioy ^c. 

The Land of Robert Malet, in the Hundred of 

Hartefmer. 

Edric held Eye, there were 12 Plough-Lands in 

the time of King Edward, now Robert holds it in 

I)emeafn» tffc. And now there is a Market, and a 

Pound for Cattle, or rather a Park for Deer. And 

to 
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to the Market belong 23 Bufgefles. To this Maimer 
there belonged 48 Socmen, who had 121 Acres of 
Land, of thefe Socmen there were 37 in Demeafn, or 
the Lords Vaffals. This is all concerning the Bur- 
geffes of this Town, 

[i] BOCHINGHAM SCIRE. 

Bochingham [ i ] cum Bortone fro una Hidafe dsfendibat, L'] ^^\ j. 
jT. R, E, & modo ftmiliter facit. Terra eft VIII Caruc. f. 143. Col. 1. 
in Dminiofunt II. Villani habent III Car. ^ Dimid, ^ Buckingham, 
adhuc Due & Dimid. pojfunt fieri. .Ibt funt XXVII 
Burgenfes &f XI Bordar. & II Servi, Ibi, i. Molin. 
4e XIIII SoL Pratum VIII Car, pajiuraad Pecuniam 
Ville. In toils valentiis T. R, E. reddest X Lib, ad 
Numerum. Modo reddit XVI Lib. de alho argento. 

Ecclefeam hujus Burgi Tenet Remigius Epifi:opus far 
Terram I III Caruc. ^a ad eampertinet ibi funt IIII 
Caruae &f III Villani ^ III Bordar. &f X Cotar. Et 
I MoVtn. X Solidor, Pratum 1 1 Car. Nemus ad fepeSj 
valet ^ valuit VI Lib. T. R. E. VII Lib. banc EccU- 
fiam Tenuet tPillielmus Epifcopus de Rege E. 

In hoc Burgo Epifcopus Conftantienfis habet III Bur^ 
genfes quos tenuit IVluvard filius Eddeve hi reddunt VI 
Sol. £sf VI Penar. per annum ^ * Regi reddunt XI • (^whether 

Denar. this not Gcltum 

' Rcglsy which is 

frequently faid to 

Hugo Comes habet I Burgenfem qutfuit homo Burcar- 'g^^^^>^^; 
di de Senelay hie reddit XXVI Denar. per annum, ^ nU. 
Pjgi V Denar. 

Robertus de Olgi habet I Burgenfem qui fuit homo A- 

T^rf. Totiy hie reddit XVI Denar. per annum, ^ Regi 

V Denar^ 

Rogerius 
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Regerius de Juri habet III I Burgenfes qui fuerunt 
homines ejufdem A%or hi reddunt VII Sol, et VI Denar. 
^t Rege XIII Denar. 

Hugo de Bolebec habet II II Burgenfes qui fuerunt 
homines Alrici, Hi reddunt XXVIII Denar, et Regi 
XII Denar. • 

Afanno Briio habet III I Burgenfes qui fuerunt homines 
Bddevefemine Syred hi reddunt XXiX Denar, Regi nil 
Debent. 

Hafcojus Mufart habet I Burgenfem quifuit homo Azor. 
VhO^^ y: Toti, hie reddlt XVI Denar. et Rsgill Denar. 

Ernulfus da Hefdlng habet I Burgenfem qui fuit IVi- 
laf hie reddit per annum II Sol. et Regi III Denar. 

Willielmus de Caflellon de Feudo Efljcoipi Baiocenfis 
habet II Burgenfes^ ^fuerunt homines Leuvini Comitisy 
hi reddunt XVI Denar. et Regi moda Nihil. Sed Tl 
R. £. reddebat III Denar, ^ 

De Feudo /fiber ici Comiiis 1 Bur gens reddit Regi II 
Denar. 

Leuumus de Neuucham habet Y Burgenfes etT. R. E. 
habuity Hi reddunt ^/ lill Sol. per annum et Regi XU 

Denar. 
» 

Bochin^ham with Borton was Taxed for one Hide 
ia the Time of King Edward, and now likcwife, the 
Arable is (eio;ht Ploimh-Lands. There are two in 
JDemeafn, and the Villains have three Plough-Lands 
and half, and yet there may be two more and half. 
There ire 27 Bui^-c&s, and eleven Bordars, and 

two 
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two Servants, there is one Mill of 145. Rent, mea* 
dow fufficient for the eight Plough-Lands. Pafture 
for the Cattle of the Town, for all Dues it paid ia 
the Time of King Edward Ten Pounds by Tale, 
now it pays Sixteen Pounds of White Money. 

Btfhop * Remigius, holds the Church of this Burg, • A NormaM 
and four Plough.-Lands which belong to it. There Ti^coi^.^^ ''^ 
are four Ploughs, and three Villains, and three Bor- 
dars, and ten Cotars and one Mill of 10 s. Rent. 
Meadow fufficient for two Ploughs, and Wood fuf- 
ficient for Hedges, it is and was worth Six Pounds 
by the Year, in the Time of. King Edward it was 
worth Seven Pounds, Bifhop Wluui held this Church 
of King Edward. 

In this Burg the Bifhop of * Conftance hath three * In Ndrmajiiiy4 
Burgefles, which Wlward the Son of Eddeve held ; J^Buck^a 
thefe pay Six Shillings and Six Pence to him by the paid » y««"ly 
Year, and to the King Eleven Pence. Patrons, orPw- 

te£to». 

Earl Hugh hath one Burgefs who was the Com- 

mendatus^ or under Proteftion of Burcard of Senelay^ 

•he paid Twenty Six Pence by the Year, and to the 
King Five Pence. 

Robert D'Oyly hath one Burgefs who was the Man, 
or under the ProteAion of Azor the Son of Tot, he 
paid Sixteen Pence, and to the King Five Pence. 

Roger de Juri hath four Burgeffes which were un- 
der the Patronage of the fame Azor, thefe paid Seven 
Shillings and Six Pence, and to the King Thirteen 
Pence, 

Hugh 
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Hugh de Bolebec hath four Burgcfles who were the 
Men, or under the Patronage of Alric, thefe paid 
Twenty eight Pence, and to the King twelve Pence* 

Manno a Britain hath four BUrgefles, which were 
the Men, or under the Proteftion of Eddeve the 
Wife of Syred, thefe pay Twenty nine Pence, they 
owe nothing to the King. 

Hafcoy Mufart hath one Burgefs who was under 
the Proteftion of Azor Son of 1 ot. He paid Six- 
teen Pence, and to the King Two Pence. 

Ernulf of Hefding hath one Burgefs who was 
Wilaf 's, he pays Two Shillings, and to the King 
Three Pence. 

William de Caftcllon Feudal Tenent to the Bilhop 
• iDNonnwdy. ^f # gajeux hath two Burgeffes, who were under the 

Protection, or the Men of Earl Leuuin, thefe paid 
Sixteen Pence, and nothing now to the King, but in 
the Time of King Edward they paid Three Pence. 

One Burgefs was of the Fee of Earl Alberic, and 
paid to the King Two pence. 

Leuuin of Neuueham hath Five Burgefles, and 
had them in the time of King Edward. Thefe pay 
to him 4 J. by the year, and to the King 12 Pence. 

Here are all the 27 Burgefles of this Burg Obnoxi- 
ous to, and under the Protedlion of Foreign Lords, 
and Patrons. 
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NORTHANTSCIRE. 

Tempore [2] Regis Edwardi fuere in Northanione in [a] Domcfd. 
Dominio Regis LX Burgenfes habentes Totidem Man- ^^ qI\^ i. ' 
ftones^ ex hisfunt modo XlV Vafte. Refeduejunt XLVI. Northampton, 
prater hos funt Modo in Novo Burgo XL Burgenfes in 
Dominio Regis ffillielmi. 

In the time of iting Edward there were ih Nor- g^rg was either 
thamton 60 Demeafn-Burgefles of the King;, or 60 the Caftic, or fi- 

o ,0? tuatc within th€ 

Burgefles Vaffals to him; that had fo many Man- Prcdnftofit. 

fions, of which 14 are now wafte. The Refidue are 

46. Befides thefe, there are now in the * New Burg 

40 Demeafn-Burgefles of King William. This is 

all I find either concerning this as a Burg, or its 

Burgefles ; only a little further 'tis faid, Burgenfes 

de Han f one reddant Vicecomiti per Annum XXX Lib. it 

XSoL hoc pertinet ad firmam ipfius* The Burgefles 

of Hamton pay to the Sheriff 30 Lib. and 10 s. by 

the year, and it belongs to his Farm, (that is, his 

Farm of the whole Shire.) 

HERTFORDSCIRE. 

Burgum [3] Hertford, pro X hidis fe Defendehat t. ^^^J^f^ftl! 
R, £. et modo nonfacity ihi erant CXLVI Burgenfes in Col. r. 
&oca Regis Edwardi. Hertford. 

Alios XVni Burgenfes habet Rex IVillielmus, qui 
fuere homines Comitis Heraldiy et Comites Leuuiniy omnes 
Confuetudines reddunt. 

The Burg of Hertford in the time of King Edward 
was Taxed as much as Ten Hides, now not fo 

much : 
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intich : There were 146 Burgeffes under the Liberty 
or Privileges of King Edward, 

King William hath 18 others, that were the Men^ 
or under the Proteftion of Earl Herald, and Earl 
Leuuin. They paid all Cuftoms. 

Nothing more relating to Burg or Burgeffes in 
this place. 

EURNICSCIRE. 

i 

^4] tJwnefd. at /« ElofQco [4] CrjitaU Tempore Regis Edtuardi 

Col. 1. * ' prajer Ztyrain Archiepifcopi fuere VI Scyra,, una ex his 

York. ^ Va/lata in Caftellh. In S^uinque Scyris fuere Mi lie 

• Such as were et ^uadritigente et Oclodecim Manftonei * hofpitate^ cv. 

left for aln an- 
nual Rent) and -rs . ♦. . »>r /• •? t^ i i r * 

the Inhabitants De fupradiSlis omnibus Manjtonibus Junt modo hofpt- 
in^eou' ^^^^ ^^ manu Regis reddentes Confuetudinem quadringente 

IX Minus inter Magnus et Parvas. Et CCCC Man^ 
Jiones non Hojpitdte^ que reddunt Melior I Denar. et alie 
Miniis^ et ^ingente et XL Manjiones ita^ vacue quod 

nil omnino reddunt. Et CXLV Manjiones tenent Fran- 
cigene* 

In York.City ih the Time of King Edward, befide$ 
the Archbiftiop's Ward or Diviflons, there were fix 
Wards or Divifions, one of thefe was deftroyed when 
the Caftles were built 9 in five there were 1418 Man- 
iions inhabited, &c. 

Of all thefe Manfiofts there are in the King's Pof- 
feflion inhabited and paying Cuftom 409 great and 
tsej u"c.°they^ fmall^ and 400 Manfions not * inhabited^ the beft 
had no conftant Qf which pays one Penny, and others lefs ; and 54a 
toReiidence,but Manfions fo uninhabited as they yield nothing at all 
^mVas^'Ihey'"^ The French hold 145. The reft of the Defcriptiori 

plcaftdi of 
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of this City is taken up, in fetting down many piitU 
cular Proprietors of Manfions, and fome particulai: 
Cufioms and Privileges belonging to fome of them. 
No mention of Burgeffes, but as it were after the 
following manner : SanSfus Cutbertus habet I Domum 
fuam femper iabuit, ut plures dicunty quietam ab omni 
Cmfuetudine. Sid Burgenfes dicunt non earn fuij/i 
qietam T. It. E* niftficut una Burgenjium^ niji tantum 
quod propter earn habebat Theloneum fuunij &c» Saint 
Cuthbert, or the Church of Durefm, hath one Houfe 
which it always had, as many fay, free from all CuC- 
tom ; but the Burgeffes fay it was not free in the 
Time of King Edward, otherwife than one of the 
Burgeffes Houfes was free, except by reafon thereof 
he paid no * Toll, • ^©r tKiflgt 

r kought and fold 

in the Market | 
C H E N T Fl. «fpeciaUy yic- 

tuais* 

In Civitate [5] Cantuaria habuit Rex Edwardus L [5] Domefd. ut 
it I Burgenfes reddentes Gablum^ et alios CCet Xllfuper Col. i* * 
quos habebat Socam et Sacam, &c. Modo Burgenfes Ga- Canterbufy* 
blum reddentes funt XIX. de aliis qui futrant XXXII 
ebierunty et aSuc/unt CC et XI t Burgenfes fuper quot 
habet Rex Sacam et * Socam, &c. ^ * ^^^%l^^ 

' for their hberty 

and Ptir'dcgu 

Burgenfes habuere XLV Manfuras extra Civitatem^ 
de quibus ipfi habebant Gabtum et * Confuetudinem, ReX • Probaily for* 
autem Sacam et Socam, ipfi quoque Burgenfes habebant de [^'JhispUc*. 
Rege XXXIII Acr.pratiin Gildamfuam, has Domus , 
et banc Terram Tenet Rannulphus de Columbels, habet 
etiam quater XX Acras Terns fuper hac. ^as Tene^ 
bant Burgenfes in Allodia de Rege, de his omnibus revocai 
idem Rannulfus ad Protestor em Epifcopum Bajocenfem. 

In the city of Canterbury King Edward had Fifty-* 
one Burgeffes paying Rent, and other 212 under his 
Privilege and Jurifdidion, &c. Now the Burgefles 

C P^yvti^ 
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paying Rent arc 19, the others which were 32 are 
dead, and yet there are 2 1 2 under the King's Privilege 
aiid Jurifdidlion. 

The Burgeffes had Forty Five Houfes without the 
City, of which they had the Rent and Cuftom, but 
the King had the JurifdiSion and Soke. The Bur- 
gefles alfo had of the King Thirty Three Acres of 
Meadow which was toward the Maintenance of their 
Guild, or belonging to their Society, befides thefe, 
which the Burgeffes held freely of the King. For 
all thefe the fame Ranulf voucheth the Bifliop of 
Bajeux for his * Protestor. Nothing more here 
was" hu War- concerning the Burgefles. 

rant ft>r the ^ 

C H E N T PL 



• He held them 
of him, and he 



[6] Domcfd. 
nt fupra, €• 4« 
a Col. !• 
• Pertinente«, 
fervi qtri ad ali- 
quern pertinent, 
fubditi, tenen- 
tcfky^cduFreOa, 
in vefbo* 

Romiruy* 



[7] Domcfd. ut 
fupra. f. 203. 
a Col. I. 
• Ferlingus, or, 
Quarentena 
Terrae tunc 
continebat 32 
«cna# Terrx 



Terra Archiepifcopi Cantuarienfis. 

Archiepifcopus [6] Tenet AldingUne in Dominloy i^c. 

In Romenel [6] funt quater XX & V Burgenfes 
qui * pertinent ad Aldingtone Maner, Archiepifcopi j et 
valuerunt et modo valent Domino VI Lib, 

The Archbifliop holds Aldingtone in Demeafn, &c, 

. In Romeney there are Eighty Five Burgeffes, 
which belong to Aldingtone the Manor of the Arch- 
bifhop, and they were worth, and now are worth to 
the Lord Six Pounds, (that is, fo much by the 
Year.) 

[7] HUNTEDUNE SCIRE. 

In Burgo Huntedone funt IIII * Fefltngi, In duobus 

Terlitigis T. R. E. fuerunt et funt modo CXVI Bur^ 

genfes 
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^nfes Conjuetudines omnes ei Geldum Regis reddentes^ it 
fub etsfutttC Bordarti qui adjuvant eos ad perfolutionem 
Geldi, De his Burgenftbus habuit SanSius Benedi£fus , 

de Ramefyg. X cum Saca et Soca^ et omni Confuetudine : 
ITantummodo GeldabantT. R, E. Hos abjlulit Eu/lachius 
fir vim di Abbatia^ it funt modo cum ceteris in Manu 
Rjiges. 

XJtfFenifc habebat XVIII Burgenfes^ modo habit GiJU" 
hertus de Gand cum Saca et Soca prater Geldum Regis. 

In the Burg of Huntington there were Four Fur- 
longs. In two of them there are now, and were in 
the Time of King Edward 1 1 6 Burgefles, paying all 
Cuftoms, and the King's Tax, and under them are 
100 Bordars which help them to pay the Tax, Of 
thefe Burgefles the Abby of Ramefy had Ten with 
Jurifdidion, and Soke-Money, and all Cuftom. 
They were only Taxed in the time of King Edward. 
Thefe Euftachius (the Earl) took by force from the 
Abby, an4 they are^now with the reft in the King's 
Hand. 

Ul/Fenifc had Eighteen Burgefles, now Gilbert de 
Gand hath them, with Jurildidion and Prote(5Uon- 
Moncy, except the King's Tax. 

The further Defcription of thefe Two Furlongs 
is in noting, who had been Proprietors, and what 
Houies had been deftroyed for a place to build the 
Caftle in. 

In aliis duobus [8] Ferlingis fuere etfunt CXL Bur- [S] Ibidem. 
genfes ad omnes Confuetudines et ad Geldum Regis^ et ijli / 
habebat quater XX Hagas pro quibus dabant et dant om-^ 
net Confuetudines^ d$ his habebat San^us Bme4i^us di^ 

C 2 Ramefi 
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Ramefy XXII. 7. R. E. Duo ex hisfuere quiett ab orn^ 
nibus ConftutudinibuSj et XXX reddulere qui/que X 
Dinar, per jfnnum. 

In the other two Furlongs there were, and are 140 
Burgeffes which pay all Cuftoms, and the King's 
Tax, and they had Eighty Hages or Houfes, for 
which they did give, and do give all Cuftoms, of 
which the Abby of Ramfey had Twenty-two in the 
Time of King Edward ; Two of thefe were free 
from all Cuftoms, and Twenty paid every one Ten- 
pence by the Year, the Refidue of the Survey of 
thefe two Furlongs is as the other -, nothing more of 
the Burgeffes. 



STADFORD SCIRE, 

[9) Domcia. In Burgo de [9] Stadford habet Rex infuo Dominia 

f. .46. *Coi.i. XVIII Burgen/esj the King hath in Demeafn Eigh- 
e ^^^ -teen Burgeffes in the Burg of Stafford ; nothing fur- 

ther particularly about the Burg or Burgelles. 

TERRA HENRICI DE FERRARIIS, VEL 

FERIERES. 

r 1 1 Ibid. f 248. Henrtcus de[\^ Ferreres habet Caftellum de Toteberiey 
k CoL I. ifi Surgo circa Caftellum funt XLII homines de Mercato 

tU ' I^ tantum viventes^ et reddunt cumforo IIII Lib, et X. 

Sol. 

Henry de Ferrers hath the Caftle of Tutbury, in the 
♦i.e.Borrflei. Burg; about the Caftle are XLII ♦Men, which onlf 

Live upon his Market, and they with the Market 
yield Four Pounds and Ten Shillings. 
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SUMERSETE. 

Rex tenet [2] Bade T. R. E. Geldabat proXX Kd. M Domefd, k 
^ando Scira Geldabat. Ibi habet Rex LXIIII Bur- ^'^^t ^ 
genfes reddentes IIII Lib, et quater Viginti et X Burgen- 
fis alioritm bominum reddunt ibi LX Solid. 

The King holds Bath ; in the time of King Ed- 
ward it was Taxed at the rate of Twenty Hides, 
when the Shire was Taxed. There the King hath 
Sixty four Burgeffes, paying him four Pounds by the 
Year, and there are Ninety under the Proteftion of 
other Men which pay Sixty Shillings yearly. No- 
thing more of this Town or its Burgeffes. 

In [3] Tanton there is only mention of Sixty Tsl ibM. b. 
Four Burgeffes which paid Thirty Two Shillings, Tamm* 
but there are many Privileges iioted to belong to that 
Town then. 

Rex tenet * Mileburn, Rex Edwardus tenuit nun- t P®™*^?*^* 

. . . fol. 86. b» 

^uam G^ldavit necfcitur quot hidafunt ibiy Terra ejl L. Col* i. 
Caruc. ^c. In hoc maneriofunt 56 Burgenfes cumMer" 
(oto Reddentes^ LX Sol. 

The King holds Mileburn, King Edward held it, 

'twas never Taxed, neither is it known how many 

Hides there are ^ the Arable is 50 Carucates, ^c. In 
this Manor there are 56 Burgeffes with the Market, 

paying Sixty Shillings. Nothing more of this place, 

and it^ Burgeffes. 

In * Givelcefter funt CVII Burgenfes Reddentes % ^^^ 
XX Sol. Mercatum cum fuis Jppendicibus Redd. XI 

lib. 

C3 m 
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In Givch, or Ilccfter, there are 107 Burgefles, who 
pay Twenty Shillings, the Market with its Appen- 
dices, or what belongs to it, pays 11 Pounds. This 
is all to the prefent purpofe, in the Defcription of 
this Town. 



[4] Doqrefd. f, 
52. a Col. X. 
Souihamftott. 



HANTESCIRE. 

In Burgo ^ [4] Hantune habet Rex in Dfiminia 
quater XX homines I III minus, qui reddunt VII Lib^ 
di Gablo Terra, et totidem reddiderunt T. R. E. In 
the Burg of Hamton the King hath in Demeafn, 
or his immediate fubje6tion. Eighty Four Men or 
Tenants at leaft, which pay Seven Pounds Rent for 
tjieir Land, and fo much they paid in the time of 
King Edward ; not one word of any BurgefTes in the 
Survey of this Town, unlefs thefe Eighty-four Men 
were fuch, as there can be no doubt but they were. 



S U D S E X E. 



[5] Ibid, i; ifi. 
a Col. I. 
Lewes, 



Terra Willielmi de Warcn. 

Burgum de [5] Lewes T. R. E. reddebatVl Lib. et 
nil Solid, et III obolos de Gablo et de Thekneo ibi Rex 
Edwardus habebat CXXVII Burgenfes in Dominio. 
The Burg of Lewes in the time of King Edward 
did yield 6/. 45. id. ob. for Rent and Toll. There 
King Edward had 127 Burgefles in Demeafn, or in 
immediate Subje(3:ion to him, or that were his Vaf- 
fals. 



TC] f. so. b. 

.Col. I. 
tevenfiy. 



SUDSEX. TERRA COMITIS MERITONU 

ENSIS. 

In Burgo [6] Bepenjel T. R. E. fuere XXIIII 5«r. 
^nfis in Dominio Regis it reddibant de Gablo XIIII 

• Sol. 
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Sol. et YI Denar. de Thelonea XX 5^/. Deportu XXV 
SoL Depaflura VII Sol. et III Denar. 



Epijcopus dt Ciceflre hahehat V Burgenfes. Edmer 
Prejbyter XV, Ormer Prefiyter V, Doda Prefl^ 
Ur III. 

^uando Comes de Moritonio recepity nift XXVII 
BurgenfeSy . modo habet ipfi in Dominio LX Burgenfes 
reddentes XXXIX Sol. de Gablo. Theloneum illl 
Lib. Moneta XX Sol. ' 

' Monaebi de Moritonio VIII Burgenfes de LXVI 
Denar, Gijlebertus Vicecomes I Burgenfem de XX De^ 
nar. Willielmus de Cahainges II Burgenfes de II SoL 
Ausfridus Illl de II SoL Giroldus II de VI SoL And 
fo others that had Burgeffes in this Burg to the 
Number of Forty-One Burgeffes under feveral {Ma- 
trons. 

In the Burg of Pevenfey in the Time of King Ed- 
ward there were Twenty-four Burgeffes jn Demeafn 
of, or Vaffals to the King, who paid Fourteen Shil- 
lings and Six Pence Rent. Tol. Twenty Shillings^, 
Port Cuftom, or for ufe of the Port Twenty- 
five Shillings, for Pafture Seven Shillings snid 
Three Pence, 

* 

The Bifliop of Chichefter had Five Burgeffes, 
Edmer a Prieft Fifteen, Ormer a Prieft Five, Do- 
DA a Prieft Three. 

When the Earl of Moreton received this Burg, 
he had but Twenty-feven Burgeffes, now he hath 
in Demeafn Sixty Burgeffes, paying Thirty-nine 

C3 Shillings 
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Shillings Rent, Tol, Four Pound, Money Twenty 
Shillings. 

• jaHoTOvdy, The Monks of * Moreton had Eight Burgefles 

which paid thepi Sixty-|iz pence. Gilbert the Sheriff 
one Burgefs which paid Twenty-pence. William 
deCahainges Two Burgefles that paid him Two ShiI-» 
lings. Ausfrid four that paid Two Shillings. Gi- 
rold Two that paid Si3( Shillings, &p* Tbefe were 
^nnu2i\ Payments, 

[f] Domcfa. f. In the City of [7] Chicbefter, no mention of any 
%? 5^* '• Burgefles, only of Hages, Houfes and Dwellings, 

and that it paid Ten Pounds yearly to the King, and 

Five Pounds to the Earl in King Edward's time ; 

That it was thexi worth but Twenty -five Pound, yet 

it paid Thirty fiye foui^ds, 

JJ] IhhkBh Cajhrum [8] Harundel inter Burgum et Portum Aqu<e^ 

JrundeL ^ Confuetudimm Navium reddit XII Ifibl et tamen va^ 
fent XlII, 

The Burg and Port of the Caftle of Arundel, 
with the Cuftom of Ships, yielded Twelve Pounds, 
^d were wortjf Thirteen Ppund^t 

Mmnes hahec ibi Conftuttidinem de II Burgenfihus 
XII Denar. Ernaldu's I Burgenfem de XII Denar, 
^anSius Martinus I Burgenfem ^ XII Denar. 

Morin had thcr^ the Cuftom of Two Burgefles 
Twelve pence. Ernald of One Burgefs Twelve pence, 
^he Church of St. Martin one Bur^gefs Twelve pence. 

WARWIC SCIRE, 

f^Domef^. f. Jn Burgo df [9] Warwtc babet Rex in Ihvdmofw^ 
1^ »C^»' pXIII Bomus^ et Barones Regis haient C^II de qui^ 

bus omnibus Rex habet Geltumfuunu 
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In the Burg of Warwic the King hath in his Dc* 
ineafn 113 Houfes, and thq Kings Barons have iijt, 
of all which the King hath his Tax. And then the 
Survey notes all the Bifhops, Abbats, Earls, and 
Barons, that were pofleflfed of thofe Houfes. No- 
thing further of the Burgefles and Burg to any pur- 
pofe, except thefe Words. In ipfo Burgo XIX Bur-^ 
genfes qui habtnt XIX Manfuras cum Saca & Soca &r 
emnibus Confuetudinibus ^ ita habebant T, R. E» In 
this Burg there are Nineteen Burgefles who had 
Nineteen Houfes, with Jurifdiftion, Proteftion- 
Money and all Cuftoms, or Forfeitures incurred in 
tbem, and fo it was in King Edward's time. 

TERRA REGIS. 

Rex tenet [i] Colejhelle^ (^c. Et in Tameworde X [i]Ibid.CoLi. 
Burgenfes huic Manerio pertinentes. The King holds ^^P*"* ^ 
Colefhull and Ten Burgefles in Tamworth belong- 
ing to this Manor. That is, paid their Cuflioms to 
the Lords of it. 

W I L T E S CI R E. 

Terra Regis. 
Rex ♦ habet de tertio Denario de Crichekde V Lib. ♦ Ibid, f. 64. b. * 

verfusfinem. 

The King hath Five Pounds of the Third Peny 
pf Criklade, 

Rex * Tenet Albeborn^ Ghida tenuit T. R. E. Geldabat # jj,. ^ ^j^ ^ 
fro XL /fiAV, tf f. Huic manerio pertinebantVl Bur^ t Col. i. 
^enfes d$ Chrichelad^ reddentes LXIIII Denario f. . ^' ° * '^* 

The 
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The King holds Albcborn, Ghida held it in the 
Time of King Edwarf, to this Maner there were 
Six Burgeffes of Crichelade Servants, or bafe Te- 
nants, who paid yearly Sixty-four pence. 

• Ibid. f. 66 a Efifcopus * Sarijberienjis tenet Ramejbcriey ?3*r. In 

Chricbelade buic Mamrio pertinentes V BurgenfeSj red-' 
dunt V Sol. 

The Bifhop of Salifberie holds Ramefberie, &c. 
In Chricbelade there are Five Buigeffes, Servants, 
or Bafe Tenants to this Manor, who paid Five Shil- 
lings yearly. 

♦ Ibid. f. €6. b. Ecclefia * Glqftinberienjis temt Badberie^ ^c. In 
^^' *' Chricbelade 1 Burgenjis reddit V Denarios. 

The 'Church of Glaflx>nbury holds Badberie, £ffr. 
In Crichl^j one Burgefs paying Five-pence by the 
Year. 

•Ibid. f» 67. a. Eccelefia * &an5li Petri Wejlmonajierienfts tenet Eccle^ 
Jiam de Cricheladey fcf habet ibi plurcs Burgenfes & Ter^ 
iium Denarium ejufdem Villa, Toium fanul Reddit IX 
Lib. ^od hahet Sanctis Petrus Wejimonafterienfu. 

The Church of St. Peter at Weftminfter, holds 
. - the Church of Crichelade, and hath there many Bur- 
geflbs, and the Third Penny of the fame Town ; all 
together yield to that Church, Nine Pounds. 

«IU4. f..67.b. Ecclefia ♦ Sceptb^ienfis ienH Ledingteny ^c. In 
^^ *• Chricbelade I Burgfnfis reddit VI Denarios. 

The Church of Shaftfbury holds Ledington, ^c. 
In Chricbelade One Burgefs (that is. One Burgefe 

belonging 



Englijb Burghsj or Bauroughs 27 

belonging to that Manor) who paid Six Pence hy 
the Year, 

IN WALLIA, ' 

In ipfo Manerio [2] RoeUnd efl faiium novlter Caf- [23lbidrf.a'69. 
iellum fimiliter Roelent appellatum^ ibi eft Novum Bur^ \ V *" 
gum et in eo XVIII Burgenfes inter Comitem et R^ber^ 
turn. 

In ipfo Ah hujus Defcriptionis datum eji adfr*mam 
hujus Burgi Theloneumpro III Solid, 

In the Manor of Rjoelent there was lately erected 
9, Gaftlc called alfo Roelent : There is a New Burg^ 
and in it Eighteen Burgeffes between the Earl, (that 
is, Hugh Earl of Chefhire,) and Robert (that is, 
Robert de Roelent.) 

In the year of this * Defcription, the Toll of this ♦ That is, in 
Burg was let to Farm for Three Shillings. '^, '^Xi^i^^on 

of Cheihirii 

By thefe Inftances (which are all can be found in and this c^«». 
both Domefday Books, that do give any light to the ^^ ^ "** 
underftanding what Burgs and Burgefles were in the 
Saxon times, and in the Reign of Edward the Confef- 
for, as likewife afterward in the Reign of William the 
Conqueror) we find the Burgeffes or Tradefmen * in * Trtdefmen In 
great Towns, had in thofe times their Patrons, under times, and in 
whole Proteftion they Traded, and paid an acknow- ^^^ ^jf*^ hST 
ledgement therefore : or elfe were in a more fervife their Pacnms, 

^^ f.» 1 • • 7-\ • • T> • If Wider wnoli^ 

Condition, as being in JJomimo Kegts vel altorum^ Proteaion 
altogether under the Power of the King, or other t*wy Traded* . 
Lords, and it feemf to me that then they Traded 
not as being in any Merchant-Gild, Society and 
Community, but meerly under the Liberty and Pro* 

te£lion given them by their Lords, and Patrons, 

who 
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who probably might have Power from the King to 
Licence fuch a number in this or that Port, or 
^ Trading Town. 

And any Man would think the Charter of the 
Conqueror, obtained by William Bifhop of London, 
looked this way, and that it was a mere Inftrument 
of ProtedUon rather than a Charter. The Saxon 

r 1 VoL .f. Words are thefe, as they are found in [3] Holin* 

z5« 11.20. ihead. 

See thefe words Wtlliem King grets TPilUem Bifcoep & God/red Port* 
Ui more plain ^ Refan^ & iolle ja Burghwam hinnen London Frencife et 
Ed. 4. part. 5. £nglife Frendlice^ & ic Kiden eoy^ yeet ic wille git ben 
m. 23. per in- ^^^^^ weera Lagay^JVeordy ye get Weeran on Eadwerds 

Daege Kings. And ic JVille yeet aelc Child by his Fader 
yrfnume after his Fader Daege, And ic nelle ge JVollian 
yeet adni^ Man eoy aenis Wrang heode^ Qod eoy heald. 
That is, 

• Port-ReTe, William the Kipg Greets WilFiam the Bifhop, 

ttoni Port an ^ 

,H«Ten or Har- and Godfrey the * Port-Reve, and all the BurgefTes, 

^"officer, *^*' ^^ rather Inhabitants of the Burg;, within London 
Miniftcr, or French and Englifh Friendly. And I declare to 

BayUfF, that , _ .„^ . t 1, t l 

doth bufinefs you, that I Will that you be all Law-wprthy as yc 

^**^^p^\"* were in King Edward's Days, and J. will that each 

Kcve was the Child be his Father's Heir, after bis Father's Days. 

£u<Jok2["^' And I will not that any Man command any Wrong 

after hit Cu- to be done to you. God yoy hold, or Keep. 

items and Tolls ^ ^ ^ 

In the Port of 

London, before There are two things remarkable in this Charter^ 

they were let ' . 

to Fee-Farm, (as 'tis call'd.) Firft, The BiiTgefles were declared, 
uti^orSr all to be Law-worthy. Secondly, That their ChiW 
Conquerors dren fliould be their Heirs. Now there were twp 
^rote^on**^© ways of being Law-worthy, or having the benefit 
^e City of ^f ^iic Law. By the State and Condition of Mens 

rerfons^ 
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Perfons, fo almoftall Free-Men had the free benefit 
of the Law, but Men of fervile Condition had not, 
cfpecially fuch as were in Dominioj in Demeafn, for 
they received Juftice from their Lords, were judged 
by them in moft Cafes, and had not the true benefit 
of the Law ; fo neither as to the fecond obfervable in 
this Charter, could their Children be their Heirs, 
for they held their Lands and Goods at the Will of 
the Lord, and were not fure to enjoy them longer 
than they pleafed him. The fecond way of being 
Law- worthy was, when Men had not committed any 
Crimes, or done any thing for which they forfeited 
the Law and deferved to be Out-lawed, then they 
were faid to be Legates homines j re£ii in Curia^ or Law- 
worthy, but not fo properly as in the firft fenfe of 
the Word. 

From hence we may make a very probable Con* 
jefture at the true meaning of this Proteftion or 
Charter. It is not to be doubted, but that the Bur- 
gefles of London had obtained of the Saxon Kings 
ieveral Liberties and Immunities, amongft which 
this was one, to be fo far free as not to be in Drniir 
nioy or fo obnoxious to any Lord, but that by rea- 
fon of their State and Condition, they might be Law- 
worthy^ that is, have the free benefit of the Law, 
and had likewife further obtained (if it was not then 
a confequent of their Perfohal State and Condition) • 

that thejr Children (hould be Heirs of their Lands 
and Goods, and in both thefe were free from the 
Injuries, and unreafonable Demands, and Power of 
any fevere Lord ; So that all the application made 
by their * Bifliop William, and not unlikely by » Hc had 9M9 
Godfrey the Port-Reve, to the Conqueror for them, l""^^^'^ ^ 
was, that their State and Condition might be the teen years, in 
fame it was in King Edward's Days, that their ^ ^'^'^ 

Children 
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Children might be their Heirs, and that they might 
in hotii be protjsdbd from the injury and Violence 
of imperious Lords, which hy the Prevalency of 
their Bi&op were granted; <ronfidering therefore that 
by ijhe foregoing Jnftances it is clear, that many or 
moftBurgefles of xrther Burghs, were in Domtm9 
either of the King, or fome other Lords, or Patrons, 
in the tiiae of iCing Edward, and that the Londoners 
might feftr the Cosnqucror would break in upon therr 
Privileges, and reduce them to the feme Condition ; 
this exptication &ems to ddicaver the genuine Mean- 
ing, &tA very Impart of this Protcftion, or^ as 'tis 
commonly called. Charter, 

A Conjeaure How long in WidSt fiitrghs, very many Burgefies 

when the tree remained in this fervile State, or others in a Middle 

condition of ' 

Burghi begani or Neutral State of between Servitude and Freedom, 

Icannot^ycertaiiily, but do fuppofe, until our an- 
cient 'Norman Kings granted by their Charters, there 
fhould be Merchant or Trading-Gilds, Communities 
• Sec Append. ^"^ Societies, in Burghs, and gave them * Free Li- 
N. I. a & b. & bertyof Trade, withoirt payins: Toll or Cuftom aay 

N. 2. concern- ^ ^ , ' , . A ^^ r> . -r . " 

ing Great Yar- wiTcre, Other than their Fee-Farm-Rent m Lieu 
mouth. jjf them, -where that was referved ; or to raife and 

multiply fttcji Payments by Encouragement of 
Trade, which by the Grants of fuch Liberties difl 
«niighti!y increafe, where tbe King's BayliifFs collec- 
ted -tlhcm. 

In France and Countries adjoining, theX^icT 

[4] Du Frefn, «nd Ruling Inhabitants, of 'Cities, Burgbs and 

Thrc^mmu. '"'^^^^^ ^^ enjoyed fhefe Priviliges were called 

Ditae6 4jf Cities Communities, which in Latin were varioufly expre£* 

hircandin* fed, by the'Words [4] Commune^ Communia^ Commw^ 

F««^rpart» ^0^ Oomnmnitas: Du Frefn in his Gloflary, and Ex- 

coiifirmcd.by pHcation of thefe words, fays, The Kings of France 

^«'' ereaed 
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%^St6d ll^& C9niinumties to c^^ 

pi» of their greait V^^-^s ^ ^^^ printed: . thpm from 
their over-grow|i Dominion <an4 es^travagant Power 
9ver tiiem, that {hej reputed fuch Qi^s mi Tpwns 
their own, where tliere wer< fuch.CpmmuQiticjsi 
and truely, for that the inhabitants were in a man- 
ner fx«^ from the Dominion of their Lords there- 
^;fy ^md became imiiHriiately fubje£t totfaeir Kings 
who.by reafon of CuchEftabliihments had Power to 
fall them forth into their Armies^ many fuch Com- 
munities were ereAed in France by Dukes, Earls^ 
andpther^grnitVaflals of that King, which were 
c^bfirmed by hia Afient^ and Supreme Right, and 
where he pleafixl did i^ftitilte, and take away fuch 
CcmmuAities without confulting their L^ds, if the 
in&abitants ofiended* The fame Author JTays^ that The Rights of, 
mtur Cfnmmm0 Juta pra^pua rtanftfOury §cabi- fcrmmuS^" 
ariKTui, Collegium, Majoratu^^ Sig^lium, ofacity, or 
Cam FA>9A, Berpbdos & Ju&isDicTio. Thatis^ ^'^ 
thf chief things which conftituted a Communit]^» 
wq«,ia Major, Efchevins'or Aldermed, a Body, So- 
ciety, Fraternity pr Cpmmon Council, out of which 
di^ were, to be chofen, «<BetUFry and Bell, to call ^ 

them tog^^r jtjOpubJiiG Meetings, a Common Seal 
Mid ' Junfiii^ioiu . tie gives an account of Ninety- 
fivien ill Fjrance, and parts adjoining, which yittxt 
ertAedby Chaitel-s of th^ Ancient Kings thereof, 
^«d,thftii?{i]eat VaiEdsc The moft ancient, I find 
fl9lfin|^t}iem, Jsthip C^ter granted by Lewis tho Communities, 
^i,^lH,9alle4;tI,eGro^totiie,TownofSt.^iquie^ S-l^^"'^ 
\^ ^ionticu, . A^P, u ?t6. , . He bega^i Ai^ reign, July ^^^^^^^ 

jSeiiry,t^F>rft^th(^^ incrcafcd and mul- 

^^l?^^^%>!^??V^?^% ^fSWis the Seventh^.. vrb9 W^ 
<gd^tjpifK>rary to our King Stephen,, and Henry the 
Second, 

AWut 
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The Bargh- About A» fiune time the Laws and Cuftoms of 

Sh^d'in^'* the Burghs of Scodahd w<« puWifccd by David the 
Scotland. firfi King of that Nation, who bcjgati his lltfgh 

A. D. ti24, and was Contemporary toour fienty 

the Firft and King Steplieh. 

It wants not probability diough k manifeftly ±p^ 
pears not,^iat William Rufits, Henry the Firft a^d 
King Stephen, bring all Ufuipers^ granted targie Iar« 
munities to Jiurghs, to iecuie them to their Pait^ j 
^d by thethne that-Glanvil wrote, which was in 
the Reign of Henry the Second, B|ii:ghs had ib gf eat 
[5] Gianvii. Privileges, as that if a Bond^JMon or Siervant [.5 J 
^^ ^ lemaii^ in a Burgh as a Bmgefs or Member of it, a 

year and dayy he was by tiut very Refidence mada 
Ffee, and fo it was in Soodand, he was always free 
and enjoyed the I#iberty of the Burg^ if he wei^ 
able to buy a Buigage and hi$ Lord claimed him not 
m Leg. Brnis- within a Year and a Day. Si f^j bama CcmUsvd 
'^* Rir$ms fiu c^Mfimifiu&irvusfmmtvimirkin Burg§i 
Et imentjlbi Bmjagiuhi^ bt nutnjmi iut^dem Bttrga^ 
gio pit waan Atmmn id mum Diwi^fau Calumma Dtm 
mni fui ffd efus BatUvi : Simpermt Liher^^ Libef'^ 
tate Burgi gatMntfkui Burgmfis^ mfi fit firvus Do^ 
mini Rtgit.- And in or before die fixth year <tf thit 
King, he granted ,by charter before cited, to the 
Burgefles of WailiAgfbid^ laany large Privileges for 
the Service they did hiti agakift King Stephen, an 
Feoovering his Hereditliry Right. Theobald^ 
Archbifiiop of Canterbury, was a Witnefs to this 
Charter, whodied, A. D.* 1160^ m the SixtSi of 
ttairy the Second 5 Wmclieftcr ^fo ani' Oxford 
had Charters in the Reign of Henry the Second, as 
£5] Append. appears liy the [5] Charter of Portfmouth in the 
[6] ibid. n. 6. *'^** of Richard the Firft, and that of [6^ Ando- 

ver io the Sixth of King John, 

Why 
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Why thefe were called Free-Burghs, and why the 
Tradefmen in them were called Free Burgeffes, the 

Charters themfelves will inform us, in the Charter ^ 

[7] Dunwich, Johannis 29 Juniu Sciatts, nos concef- [7] Append. 

Jijje^ quod Burgum de Dunewiz. Sit Liberum Burgum, "* 3' 
So in the Charter of Bridgwater granted to William 

Briwer. [8] ^odBruge WalUri^ 2 Johannis 26 Junii^ [SlAppcnd.ft./* 

Jit Liberum^Burgum^ fcf quod ibi Jit Liberum Mcrcatum^ and Burgcffet 

and that the Burgefles of the fame Burg fhould be w«'« ^*^^^^ 

-n "Tfc rr 1 • r rr* ^^ Ti rr t^ Frcc-Burght 

Free Burgelies and quiet of Toll, raflage. Pontage, and Frcc-Bur- 
Laftage and Stallage, and fhould have all Liberties 8*^^*^'' 
and Free Cuftoms, Quittances, which belonged to 
the Crown, through all his Territories, and all Ports, 
except the City of London, Likewife in the Char- 
ter of Hellefton in Cornwall,' 2 Johan. Ut^t [g] [9] Append. 
Btifgus mjler de Hellejlon Liber Burgus^ ifc. After "* ' 
the fame manner King John granted to the Burgef- 
fes of the Town of [i] Yarmouth in Norffl ^od CO Append. 
Surgenfes nojiri de Gernemua habeant Burgum de Gerne- 
tni^a adjeodi Firmam in perpetuum \ & quod Burgus iUe 
Jit Liber Burgs in perpetuum* In the Fifth of the 
fame King, Noveritis ut Villa de Lenna^J/ [2] Liber [»] Append. 
Burgus in perpetuum. And in the Charter to Hertle- 
poole in the Biflioprick of Durham [3) Sciatis ms [3] Append, 
concej/iffe ^ hac prafenti Charta nojira conjirmaJJe homini- ' '< 
bus de Hertlepooky quod Jmt liberi Burgenfes. Which 
Liberty granted to the Burgs and Burgeffes (for all 
Inhabitants of Burgs were not fuch) was a Freedom what the Free- 
to Buy and 5^// freely without difturbance, a Liberty ^^^ ©^ B"*"g» 
from paying Toll, Pontage, Paflage-Money, Laf- ^as, an?in" 
tage. Stallage, &c. In the Mercates and Fairs in ^I^^t'tco'ifific*- 
thefe Burgs, and in coming to, and going from 
them, and for thefe things the Burgs were called 
free Burgs, and the Burgeffes free Burgeffes, and for 
nothing elfe, as is. moft evident from the Charters 
themfelves. 

D From 
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y^^*' ^i^*J*"**' From the Burg and other Laws of Scotland, the 

dom of Burgf . . . t • t •* > ^ 

and Burgcfl'ct fame thing is evinced ; in the Burg-Laws, Tit, de 
rrg.Law.V f'k^^'^'^ C. 86, by which every Houfe was bound 
Scotland. to find one to Watch and Knock at their Doors with a 

Staff. Exceptis Viduis^ qua tanhn Ji Communicaverint 
cum Vicinis fuisy in Emendo ^ Vendendoj Vigilare dehcnt^ 
fcf alia onera fupportare \ except Widows, who not- 
withllanding, if they lought znAfold as their Neigh* 
hours did, ought to Watch and bear other Bur- 
thens. Again, Cap, io8 Nullus Burgenfts qui ma- 
net extra Burgum poteji aliquid Emere.nec Vender e^ nee 
Liber ejfe in aliquo Burgo nifi in ilk Bur go in quo ejl Bur* 
genfts. And in Chap. 139, Statuit Rex David^ 
quod omnes Burgenfes fuijint liberi per totum Regnum 
fuum^ tarn per aquam quam per Terram^ ad EmenduTn 
£5f Vendendum^ ^ ad commodum fuum faciendum abfque 
perturbatione, fuper plenam fuamforufa^uram. 

King David made a Law, that all his Burgefles 
" ihculd be free to Buy and Sell in his whole King- 
dom, as well by Water as by Land, and to make 
their advantage without diftufbailce, upon pain of 
full forfeiture to fuch as difturbed them. In the 
Statutes of King William, Chap. 35. Itemjiatuit^ 
quod Mercatores Regni habeant Gildamfuam Mercato- 
fiam^ & ita gaudeant in pace^ cum libertate Emendi ^ 
Vendendi^ 'ubique infra limites Libertatum Burgorum^ ita 
• quod quitiliet Jit contentus fua Libertate^ & nullus occu* 
pet Libertaiem alierius^ fefr. Alfo he decreed, that 
the Merchants of the Kingdom fhould have their 
Merchant-Gild, and fo peaceably with the Liberty 
6f buying and felling every where within the Li- 
berties of their Burgs, fo that every one be content 
» That 1$, yaSt with his Liberty, artd none fhould * Ufurp the Li- 
kit Trade. gj^,^ .^^ anOther, ^c. By underftanding wherein: 

their Liberty confifted, we come to know what 

Men, 
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Men, the Burgefles were, towit, buyers and fellers, 
ordinary and common Tradefmen, (then called 
Merchants) fuch as are commonly found in ordinary 
inland Burgs, and Mercate Towns, fuch as frequented 
Fairs and Markets. So in a plea [4] between the r.-i njw*, 
Abbat of Weftminfter, and the Tradefmen that re- Wacita Parle- 
forted to his Fair there in 30th of Edward the Firft, ^93,^^4; If^. ' 
they are often called Mercatores Merchants; like- 
wife in the 34th of the fame King in the Parlement ' 
holden at [5J Weftminfter on the morrow after r^-i inter Corn- 
Trinity Sunday, the Citifens, Burgeffes, and others muniade Ter- 
of the King'^ demeafn Subjedts, granted unto him Ann.R. R. EA, 
the 20th part of their Goods, &c. Mat. Weftminfter, i* 34- c«m 
fpeaking of this very Gift, fays, [6] Mercatores Vice^ inScaccario. 
fmum Denarium concejprunty and in all old Authors, [6]^-455* i»°' 6- 
Englifli and French, .Ordinary Tradefmen are ter- 
med Merchants. In the agreement between Rich- 
ard the Firft King of England, and Philip King of 
France at Meffina. Statutum ejl a pradi£fis Regibus^ 
quod Mercator^ de quacunque Mercatione fit Mercator^ 
nm patefl emer^ in exercitu panem ad Vendendum^.ne fa-- 
riTtam, nifi aliquts Alienigena iliam adduxerit^ fcf de ilh\ 
fanem fecerit^ nee Bladum nifi de illo fimliter fanem 
fecerit. Hoved. f. 384. b. n. 30, Here Bakers and 
Sutlers were accounted Merchants, Jlii Mitca^- 
torus J di quacunque Mercaticne fuorintj in Decern Ds* 
narics tenentur Lucrari unum. Ibid. Jflere other ordi- 
nary Tradefmen, that brought goods into the Army 
to fell, were termed Merchants. Aldermannus Gilda 
Mertarorum Oxonia^ Judex Gilda Oxonienfis, ^i 
Mercatorum Hies dijudicabat. Monafi. AngL Tom. a. 
yi 141. Here the ordinary Tradefmen of Oxford, 
were called Merchants, and that they were fo deno- 
minated, the very words, Gilda Mercatoria^ do fuffi- 
cicntly prove it, as it was granted to moft ordinary/ 

inland Burgs. 

Da For 
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For the Gild or Community there did always con* 
fift of a feleft Number of ordinary Tradefmen, yet 
of the moft Difcreet and Wealthy of the Burg, and 
by whom the Bulk of the meaner Sort of Burgefles 
(or as they are now called. Freemen) were fuper- 
intended and governed. In the Iter or Circuit of 
the King's Chamberlain, who had the Superin ten- 
dency of all Burgs in Scotland, and went from Burg 
to Burg, and punifhed all Faults and Crimes com- 
mitted there, and alfo the chief Officers, if negli- 
gent in their Duties, in the third Chapter of the 
I ter^ intituled. Modus Tenendi Iter^ hath this Article; 
Item^ petantur in Scriptis omnia Nomina Burgenfium in-- 
fra hahitantium^ ts* extra^ videlicet^ Nomina fratrum 
Gilda per fe^ ^ Nomina a Hot urn per fe. Alfo, that all 
the Names of the Burgefles be demanded in Writing, 
as well of thofe that dwell within the Burg as with- 
out ; that is to fay, the Names of the Brethren of 
the Gild by themfelves, and the Names of others by 
themfelves ; from hence it is clear, the Gilds or Com- 
munities of all the Burgs in Scotland were a feledl 
Number, and fo they were in France, Germany, and 
all other places where they had Burgs, or Municipal 
Towns, and in England the fame. 

[7> Hoved. f. In the [7] Year 1191, which was the Second of 
399. b. n. 20. Richard the Firft, John Earl of Moreton, the Arch* 

bifliop of Roven, and all the Bifhops, Earls and Ba- 
rons, with the Citizens of London, met in St, Paul's 
• Church-yard on the nth of Oftober, depofed the 
Chancellor, William Longchamp, Bifhop of Ely, 
the King then in the Holy Land, and made Walter. 
Archbifhop of Roven, Chancellor in his ftead, and 
the fame Day the faid Earl and Archbifhop, and. 
other the King's Juftices, granted to the Citizens of 
Xondon, to have their Community. Et todem DU 

Coma 
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Comes Moretonitj ^ Jrchtepifcopus Rothomagenjts^ &P 
alii Regis Jujiitiarii concejferunt Civibus Londonaritm ci^-^f o? '^^ 
habere Communiam fuam. And the fame Year the Earl London, that 
of Moreton and the Archbifliop, and almoft all the ha7e a^Com- i 
Bifhops, and Earls, and Barons of the Kingdom, did '^'''^^^* 
fwear firmly and ftedfaftly to defend and preferve 
that Community, fo long as it pleafed the King. 
Et eodum Anno Comes Moretonii^ ^ Archiepifcopus Ro" 
thomagenjis^ ^ Jere omnes Eplfcopi & Comites et Bar ones 
Regni juraverunt Communiam illajnfirmiter^ i^ inconcujji 
Servaturos ; quamdlu Domino Regi placuerit. 

This Community, which was thus granted to the 
Citizens, was a feledt Number, for the better manage- 
ment of the AiFairs of the City, for no doubt but the 
Citizens met promifcuoufly in St. Paul's Church-yard, 
^ and to avoid confufion for the future, it was defired by 
themfelves, and thought requifite by Earl Moreton,^ 
the Chancellor, and the Kings Juftices, that they 
Ihould have fuch an Eftablifhment, the better to affift 
them in their feditious Praftices, and for the more » Edvirard the. * 
advantage. of the Citizens; otherwife, why fhould ^J^^o^^thrckfl 
the Citizens defire it, and the Nobility be importuned zens of London, 
to fwear the Defence of it ? The Citizens that were ^tenf^hf the 
of this Conftitution fwear Fealtyto the King, and alfo 19th of his 
to hisBrother [8] JohnEarl of Moreton againft all men fte and o^heT 
if he fliould die without Heirs, and fome Obligation ^fif po^J^^ 
there was upon them without doubt to aflift in * War, Force, upon 
as well as there was upon the Communities in other Exire clvkate 
Nations, if Earl John, and the Bifhops and Barons fuafe nolle fatc- 

, bantur ad pug- 

of his Faction, could have had an opportunity to have nam, nin pof- 
ufed them. In- Rigord, and other ancient French tttem"cis* CoT- 
Hiftorians, we read often of the King of France cal- ^^^^X ^P^« ^°- 

\ , , flc"* J^*c revel- 

ling out hi^ Communities to War, and Hoveden ti ante foils oc- 

aforcfaid tells us [9] that A. D. 1197, on the Eve f'^'^^^f^^^' 

^of St. Michael, Philippus Rex Francia M(Jgno congre- [9] f- 444* b. 

' T^ ha. 20. 

D 3 , gato 
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gxto Exercitu MUitum^ & Communiarum Suarum^ Exiens 
• Mint, upon de* Mantua prof e£f us eji verfus CurceUs, Here it feems 
the River S^ j^ jf jj^ had as much Power to call his + Communi- 

In the lile of ' 

France. tics Out to War, as he had to call his Knights, and 

in the word * ^^*s may be the reafon why London in the time of 
Hoftis, where Edward the Third, and fome other Cities and Burghs 

it evidently ° 

appears, that in England had Charters of Privilege, and Grants 
Jr o?Sd« '' ^om our Antient Kings, that they fbould not be 

»nd Burghs in called OUt tO War, or forced to march out of the Li- 
Prance, were to . ^ , . T rjvci.- 

fend out their ttiits of their own J unldiction. . 

Horfe and Foot 

SttTthe Hoft or Whether this Community mentioned by Hovcdcn 
^x^lf* ifizs the firft that was granted to London, or whether 

they had one before, and it was diflblved by King 
Henry the Second, for their conftant Rebellion 
againft his Mother Maud the Emprefs and himfelf, 
and never rcftored until this time, I know not. They 
bad not a Mayor until the firft of Richard the Firft, 
the Year before this, and perhaps might not have a 
Community until the Second of his Reign. How- 
r i] UbJl JI.C. ever it was then, it appears, by the City [ i ] Books, that 
ww^ttt. j,j jtic time of Edward the Firft, and the fuccecding 

Kings, it had Commtmia^Sj and the firft mentioned in 
thcfc Books confifted of two in every Ward, in all 
Forty, who were elcfted by the Prohi homines of 
the Ward, which PrM homines ^rt explained by thefe 
Words, DifcretioreSy Sapiieniiores^ ^Meliores ie War da \ 
the moft, difcreet,. knowing, and heft Men of the 
Ward. Such were the Eleftors, and of fuch was the 
Community to confift, fometimes the N*umber of the 
'Cammunia (which word is more frequently ufed in 
itheir Books, than Communitas) was made up of 2, 4, 
^, 8. out of every Ward, or out of fome Wards more, 
ethers fewer, according to the Quantity of the Ward 
«nd the Summons, at leaft Direction, oftheMajor, 
«r of him and the Sbdriffs, • 

* There 
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. There is a notable Writ or Record much to this 
purpofe in the time of King [2] Henry the Sixth, [1] Appwrf. «• 
Jconceniing the Eleftion of the Mayor and Aldermen 
of London ; fetting forth, that his Progenitors Kings 
of England, had b/ their Charters granted to his Ci- 
tizens of the City aforefaid Liberty to choofe a Mayor 
and Aldermen among themfelves, whom they pleafed, 
and to prefent them to the Lord Treafurer and 1 

Barons of the Exchequer, the Kiilg hot being there, 
that according to Cuftom they might be admitted. 
"And thaft though according to Cuftom in former 
times, they were wont to be chofen by the Aldermen, 
and more difcreet Perfons of the faid City, fpecially 
fummonea and warned for that purpofe, ('tis not '^ 
faid, how many out of every Ward) yet fome that had 
not, nor ought to have, any Intereft in^'fuch Elec- 
tions, came, and with their Noife and Clamors dif- 
■turbed them. He t^ierefore commanded the Mayor 
>nd Sheriffs to make Proclamation and prohibit all 
from coming, that had no right to be there, and that 
the Eledlions fliould be made by the Aldermen 
*^and others, more difcreet and able Citizens of the 
tfaid City, fpecially fummoned for that Purpofe, ac- ' ' 
cording to Cuftom, letting •them know, that if any 
one was chofen any other way and prefented to him, 
-or the Treafurer or Barons of the Exchequer, he 
-Ihould not be admitted,, and alfo direAin^ them to 
arreft, and commit to Prifon, all fuch as they fliould 
find doing contrary to the Proclamation and Ihhi- 
biti9n. 

• In the 29th of Edward the'Firft, John Blund was 
chofen Mayor [3] per Commune Confilium Elye Rujfel ^^?bY'^' ^' ^*' 
tunc MajorUy and the Aldermen there named ; and How the . 
' the Sheriffs, per ajjenfum Duodecim proborum hominum depAien of « ' 
Sirtgularum fFardarum^ by Affent of Twelve Good ^^^''•^^ 
' ' Men 
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Men of every Ward. In the 31ft of the fame King, 
[4]Ibi<U.f. iix, aifQ in the 32d and 33d, John Lincoln [4] and John 

Blund the third and fourth time chofen by Twelve 
bonos et legaUs homines de quallhet IVarda Summofiitos ; 
Twelve good and layful Men' fummoned out of 
every Ward. In that 3 1 ft Year, William de Coumb- 
[5] tib. c. f. Martin, and John de Burford were [5] elected Sheriffs 
'"' **• by the Mayor and Aldermen, tn prafentia XII de Sin-^ 

gulh IVarMs SummonliGrum ad Eligendum (s* recipien- 
dum Vicecomites fuoSy in the prefence of Twelve of 
every Ward, fummoned to choofe and receive their 
Sheriffs. 

[6] Uh. 4. f, 3. In the Sixth of Edward the Second, [6] William 
*• WieUesford and another were chofen Sheriffs by the 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Twelve fummoned out of 
every Ward. Wellesford dyes, and Adam Ludkin 
was chofen, per Sex £r amplius de Singulis WanUs Sum^ 
monitos^ by Six and more fummoned out of every 
Ward. 

In the Seventh of Edward the Second, Nichpli^ 
[7] Ibid. b« [7] Farendon was chofen Mayor by the Mayo|[^ 

Aldermen, Sheriffs, fSf* per Communttatem^ by the Com-« 
rs] Ibid. ' munjty aflembled. The [8] Sheriffs chofen the fame 

Year by ^he l\Iayor, Aldermen, and per Communita^ 

tern Summonitam, ^c. by the Community fum-v 

moned, fcf^. 

In the Eighth of Edward the Second, the Mayor 
[^Jlbid. f.4.'a. and Sheriffs were chofen as before, and [9] ^^r/>r«- 

biores homines Communitaiis de qiialibei fVarda^ by tbC5 
better Men of the Community of every Ward- 

fjjl^ndoa In the 20th of Edward the Third, it was[|l 

t.z.9ftii^ "agreed, That from thenceforth there ftould con^c 

th<j 
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the Mayor, Aldermen, and alfo out of every Ward 
of the-City of London, Twelve, Eight, or Six, ac- 
cording as the Ward fliall be great or fmall of the 
richeft and wifeft of every Ward j and fuch Twelve, 
Eight, or Six, with the Mayor and Aldermen, fhall 
intermeddle, and choofe a Mayor and SheriiFs for the 
year following. In all thefe Ele£lions, and all others 
in the Times of Edw. i, 2. 3, Rich. 2. Hen. 4, 5, 
and 6, no mention is made of the Common Council, 
but there can be no doubt made but that the Com- 
mon Council-Men in every Ward were all fummoned 
and the others that were fummoned befides them, were 
f^nt to by the Mayor's Direftion, and happily, not 
without the Advice of the Aldermen and Sheriffs; 
there being not the leaft Notice of their being chofea 
by the Ward, 

• 

Thefe Eleftions are recorded by various Expref- 
lions, and probably were not made always according 
to the fame exaft Form, until the Fifteenth of Edward ^ , - ^ 
the Fourth ; when the [2] Matters, Wardens, and 
Liveries of the feveral Companies were taken inj 
So that fmce that time, theEleflions of the Mayor 
and Sheriffs, &c. are made by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Common Council, and them, according to.the Adt 
of Common Council then made. 

In the year 1650, there was a great Controverfy, 
Whether the Right of clefti^g Lord Mayors, 
Sheriffs, &c. retted in the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and the Freemen in general by their Reprefentativcs 
to be chofen in every Ward : Or in the Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Common Council, Matters, Wardens, and 
Liveries of the feveral Companies ; managed by 
Judge Hales, and Mr. Serjeant Maynard of Council 
for the Livery-men, and Major John WiWman, and 
pne yiXf Price, Agents and Speakers for the Fjceemen, 

before 
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before the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and 
The Cpmxnn- Common Council, Now in which foever the Right 
^ Lotd^n T^ of Eleaion remained, the Arguments on both Sides, 
fclca Number. 2nd the Records then produced, and infifted upon by 

them, do manifeftly prove. That the Community of 
the City, or as 'tis called the Commonalty, did con- 
fift of a feleft Number of the more difcreet, able, 
wife, and rich Citizens, and was not the Body of 
Freemen in General : And that fuch a fele£l Num- 
ber in Cities and Burgs was moft frequently expref-* 
fed, meant, and underftood, by the Latin Words, 
CommufUij Communiaj or Communitas* And is, or 
ought to be fo, at this Day. 



[3] See Peti- 
tiony &c Jan. 
13. 16S0. in 
PiinU 



Of wbat Per- 

ibns the Com- 
inuiiity of 
London coniifts* 



Sec the [3] Title of the Common Council holden 
in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of Lon- 
don, before the Mayor, Alderipen, Sheriffs, and the 
greater part of the Commoners in Common Council 
aflembled. All thefe together being a fele£l Num- 
ber in Common Council aflembled, are the Com- 
monalty or Community of the City of London, ac- 
cording to the ancient Import, and true Significa- 
tion of thofe Latin Words in all Nations. 



[4] s^criptcr,s ' In the [4] Eftablifliment or Charter of Rovcn, 
teres, by Du ^^^ P'alaife in Normandy, the Government of the 
Cheln.f. io6.0. 'Q\^y ^j Town was by a Mayor, Twenty-four 

Jurats, (fo called, becaufe fworn, &c. when they 

were chofen and admitted) and an Hundred Pares or 

Peers. The Twenty-four Jurats were annually 

royalty of Re"" chofen, out of the 100 Peers, by the 100 Pedrs; 

%eu in Nor- whprof Twelvc were Efchevins, that is. Aldermen, 

and the other Twelve, Confultores, CounfcHors, 
and all thefe together were called the Communia, or 
Community of that City and Town with the 
Caftlc. 

Yet 



■Mndy was. 
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. Yet further, to make it clear beyond all exception, 
what the ConMnunity or Commonalty of a Burgh or 
City was, I will add a Claufe in a private Aft of 
Parliament, made for the Eftablifliment of certain 
Rents, and other Matters between the Burgh of Ply- 
mouth, and the Prior and Convent of Plimpton, in 
the Time of King Edward the Fourth, in thefe En- 
glifli words, as 'tis to be found upon the Parliament 
Rol, 4 Edw. IV. M. * 38. 39. And tfthefaidyenly •At the end 
Rent ofxxixX, vis, viiid, be behind in party or in all, branewid begin- 
nctpayd to the fame Priour of Plympton, and Covent, ningoftheasth. 
and to their Succejfours in the fame Priorye by xv Dayes 
next after Eny of the faid Fejls of Payment, That then it 
be Lefull unto the fame Priour and Covent and their Sue- 
ceffours, and to their Officers and Minijlers to Dijireyne 
in the faid Bourough, and in Name of Dijireffe to take 
blithe Goods and Catalles of the faid Maire and CoM- 
-MON ALTC, andrfall other Burgess of the fame Borough, 
*md of all other Perfons refident and dwelling in the Mayor and 
fame Borough, and PrecinSf of the fame, and in every diftinafrom tH 
Parcel thereof. Here 'we find the Mayor and Com- ««*»« Bu'Vf- 
monalty of Plymouth a Seleft Number, and diftinft 
»from all other Burgeffes of that Burgh, and all other 
Perfons refident and dwelling within the fame. 
And what the Mayor and Commonalty of this Burgh 
were, other than the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council, or the Mayor and chief Burgefles, 
•wbiph were the governing Part of the Town, let any 
one, that can, tell me. 

But if all this fhould not be thought fufficlent to 
prove. That the Commonalties or Communities 
of Burghs, or other Societies, were a Select Num- _ 
3ER, and different from all other Common Bur- 
gesses, fuch as are not fatisfied may peruft the fol« 
lowing Statutes, 

In 
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In ♦ the 2d and 3d of Ed. v. 6. C. 36. The Lirds 

and Commons did by Authority of that Parliament Ghi 
and Grant y &c. To be Ratedy Taxedy Levied^ and Go- 
thered as well of all and every pfrfony as were^ or tberf 
after Jhould bey his Graces natural Subje£fSy as of all and 
every Fraternity, Guild, Corporation, My- 
stery, Brotherhood, Company, or Commu- 
NALTY, Corporate or-not Corporatey within the Reabnof 
England, Wales, and other the King^s DonunionSy. &.€• 
And fo in the 7th cf the fi^ne King, C. 12. The 
fame Words are in the 2d and 3d of Philip and Mary, 
C, 23. In the 5th of Queen Eliz. C. 27. And fur* 
ther be it Enabled by the Authority aforefaidy That every 
Per/on bom under the ^eerfs Obeyjancey and every CoK- 
poRATioN, Fraternity, Guild, Mystery, 
Brotherhood ^w^/Communalty, Corporate ornot 
Corporatey for every Pound of every of the fame Perfon^ 
and every Corporation, Fraternity, Guild, 
Mystery, Brotherhood and Communalty, 
Corporate or not Corporatey or any other to his or their ufty 
hath in Fce-Simpley Fee-Taily for Term of Li fey Term of 
YearSy by Executiony IVardJhipy or by Copy of Court-RolLy 
of and in any Honors, Castles, Manors, Lands, 
Tenements, Rents, Services, Heredita- 
ments, Annuities, Fees, Corrodies, or other 
Yearly Profit Sy of the Yearly Value of Twenty ShillingSy 
and Jo upwards y Jhall pay to and for the firjl Payment of 
the faid'iv'&%m\Two Shillings and Eight Pence of and 
for every Pound y &c. 

The fame Words are in the 18th of Eliz, C. 23. 
and in the 27th of Eliz. C. 29. Alfo 29th of Elii- 
C. 8. And 43d of Eliz. C. 18. 



All thefe Wards of Fraternity, Guild, Cor- 
poration, Mystery, Brotherhood, Company 
and CoMMUNALTY, Corporate by Charter, or vo- 

luntray 
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irily Embodied or United (by permiflion). 
igft themfelves without one, are Terms almoft 
tical, and Expreflive of one another ; and arc 
as in thofe Times were frequently ufed, to de- 
a feleft Number of Men joined together in 
lal Society and Fellowfhip, for tranfafting the 
imon Bufinefs of a greater Number that had 
endence on that Society or Fellowflup, and of all 
ordinary and general members of the fame, 
this felefl: Number is in all thefe Statutes, ex- 
id and notified, by one, or more, or all the 
rds above-mentioned, in Contradiftinftion to the 
mon, ordinary, and general Members of fuch 
^.TERNiTiES, Guilds, Corporations, My- 
RiEs, Brotherhoods, Companies and Com- 
NALTiES. For the Subsidies granted by all thefe • ' 
tutes, were to be rated, taxed, levyed, and gathered 
^ell of all and every Perfon that were the K ing's S ub • 
s, as%f all and every FraternitYjGuild, CoM- 
NALTY, feff. So that Fraternities, Guilds 
I Communities, muft be different things, from 
jle and particular Perfons, or all the Kings 
bje^ts in general. And from the common and 
linary Members of fuch Societies, who could not 
there meant, or underftood by Communalty, or 
)MMONALTiEs, as having no Honors, Castles, 
anors, Lands, Tenements, or Heredtia- 
ints vefted in them; nor does One of Twenty 
them poflefs or enjoy any fuch Things. There- 
re feeing Commonalties had fuch Pofleffions, 
ey muft be Select Numbers, and Bodies of Men 
iio wcrj by Law capable of taking, receiving, 
id being pofTefTed of them.' And from hence, as 
ell as from what hath been faid before, 'tis mani^ 
ft beyond Contradiftion, That the Common al- 
xfiS) of Cities and Burghs^ and other Societies or 

Fellow- 
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Fellowfhip, were the Magiftrates and Governors, itod 
all fuch as with them had the Tranfa£lion of alii 
Affairs appertaining to them, and not the common, 
ordinary, or inferior Burgefles, who always were 
under the Government, and Direction of fuch CoM* 
MUNiTiEs, or Commonalties, 

AdPetitionemCoMMUNiTATis Villae de Huntim-^ 

Ed. *. n. 235'. don & Simonis de Broughton M.2ig\{k.n Hofpitalis SanSH 

tetc &" Ma^i'- 7^*^««''^ ^^ Huntingdon fuggerentium Regi Quod licet 
ftro Hofpitaiii idem Simon jam per viginti Annos & amplius Ma^- 

icHiuiungdon. gjfi^^ praedifti Hofpitalis Extitiffet & zAEptfcopum iftiuf 

loci per Communitatem praediftam prafentatm^ 
6f ad ipforum Prafentationem in di^o Hofpitali prout 
Pradecejfores ejufdem prafentati femper ha^enus extitt* 
runt Inftitutus fuijjet j Willielmus de Langeke nihilomi* 
nus Domino Edwardo Regi nunc, dedit intelligi 
jion eft Diu quod di£lum Hofpitale vacabat. Quodq^ 
Prafentatio e]\i{dcm ad Regem pertinuit, per quod idem 
TVillielmus de Langeke verfus Communitatem>. ^ 
Magiftrum prjediftos diverfa Brevia de Quare Impe- 
dit, ad certos Dies coram Jufticiariis Domini Regis 
de Banco returnabilia j Nomine Regio Impetravit^ 
ad quos Dies idem TFiUielmus de Langeke qfqj finem 
Termini, ut ipfos Communitatem & M^giilrum 
vexaret inde indebite & gravaret, fe voluntarie & map 

liciofeabfentavit, in ipforum C0MMUNITATJ8& Mac 
giftri Damnum, &c. Unde petunt, (jTc. 



Vm. 



Refponfum eji per Concilium, . 

Mandetur Jufticiariis coram quibus Loquela ifk 

pendet quod proccdant indilate, eo non obftiante quod 

Willielmus de Langelee qui fequitur pro Rege fd pcfr 

.Maliciam fie abfentat, quia Rex non vult quod p^r 

huj ufmodi Malidam, Jufticia def aratur. 

Upon 
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'upon the Petition of the Community, or Com- ^°J„2ir^' 
mohalty of the Town o'f Huntingdon, and Simon Matter of the 
de 6rought6n, Matter of the Hofpital of St. John of ^u^^fln 
Huntingdon, fuggeftirig to the King, that altho' the Huntington. 
faid Simpn had been Matter of the faid Hbfpital above 
twenty Years, and was prefented by the faid Com- 
monalty to the Bifliop of the Didcefe, and inttituted 
to the faid Hofpital according to their Prefentation, 
as his Predeceflbrs always had been, neverthelefs 
William of Langelee informed the Lord Edward that 
now is King, that the faid Hofpital was not long. 
£nce void, and that the Prefentation to the fame be- 
longed to him. - By which the fame William obtain- 
ed in the King's Name divers Writs of^are Impedit 
ao^ainft the Commonalty, &c. returnable at certain 
Days before the Juftices of Common Pleas, at which 
Days, the fame William of Langelee until the end of 
the Term willingly and malicioufly abfented him- 
fclf, that he might theneby unduely vex and ditturb 
the faid Commonalty and Matter, to their Damage, ^c. 
Whence they beg, £5fc. 

To 'which Petition *tivas anjweredby the Council.' . 

. Let the Juftices, before whom the Suit is depend- 
ing, be commanded to proceed without Delay, not- 
withftanding William de Langelee, who fues for the 
King, by Malice abfents himfelf, becaufe the King 
will not, that Juftice fhould be delayed, by fuch 
Malice. 

l^To man t thmk can affirm otherwife, than that 
this Coflimonalty was the Corporation, the Body Po- 
litic, or.governmgPart, of th^ Burgh or Town of 
Huntington, that prefented to the Bittiop the Matter 
of tlie I^fpttal to be inttituted, that was fued by Writ 



48 



A TREATISE of 

of ^uare Impedit for fo doing ; For no number of 
ordinary Freemen, as fuch only, could have a Ca- 
pacity to do fuch Afts, and to be fued for doing 
them J nor the Herd of Common Freemen or Bur- 
gefles, who in themfelves never were or can be quali- 
fied for any fuch Purpofes, as diftinfi: from, and not 
Members of the Body Politic or governing Part of 
the Town. 

To this ancient Record I (hall fubjoin feveral 
modern Charters, by which Burghs have been erec- 
ted, that prove the meaning of the Word Community 
or Commonalty, and who were the Commonalty 
or Community in Burghs or Corporations! 

The firft (hall be that of Banbury, Pat. i. Mariae, 
parte lo. in the Rolls ChapeK She granted lahabi' 
tantibus Villa de Banbury, ^u{id di^a Villa de Banbury 
de cceterojit ^ erit liber Burqus corporatus j in 
rey /a£Io, i5f nomine^ in perpetuum ; De Uno Balivo, 
Duodecim Aldermannis, ^c Duodecim^Burgenfibus, 
per Nomen Balivi, Aldermannorum ^ Burgenllum 
Burgi ^ Parochiae de. Banbury. Jc quod Ballivus, 
Alde'rmanni t^ Burgenfes Burgi £s^ Parochiae pradiSo;* 
rum siNT & ERUNT Corpus corpor atUm & Pp/.x- . 
TicuM, & UNA.C0MMUNITAS perpetua de ^E^inre§< 
fa^Oy iff nomine^ in perpetuum^ per Nomen. Balliyj^. 
Aldermannorum, £sf Burgenfium Burgi pr^diSii^iii 
Parochia de Bznhury habeantq; Succejfionem .perpetuam^ 
7/^j[^]jB^llivura, Aldermannos, & Burgenfes,UNUM-, 
Corpus corporatum,& unam Communitate*R* 
DE SE realiter l^^ ad plenum erigimus, facimus^/^-> 
dinamus £5f creamus, pro Nohis^ Haredibus & Sumf^\ 
/oribus Nojirisy in perpetuum per PrefenteSykc. Tjhciji. 
it follows, That the fame Baylify Aldermanniy tfC Grrv 
pitales Rurgenfes^facient & erunt ac vocahwOur C^mmtsm^ 
J Confilium 
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CmJiRum Burgi pradiSfiypr^ Mmibus rebus^ materiif^ 
taujisy ^ fiigotiis^ Burgum pnsSffum ac Regimen (^ 
Gubematimem inde tangentibusi^f ccncernentibus. After 
the ereiStion and conftitution of the Burgh, She grants 
there ihould be one Burgefs to ferve in Parliament 
for this Burgh, and that only the Bailiff, Aldermen 
and BurgeiTes, (hould choofe him. Volumus acpro 
nobis & Succejforibus noflris per Prafentes concedimus fcT 
Mrdinamus quod JH & erit in diSfo Burgo de Banbury 
UNUS BuRGENSis Parliamenti nojlri^ Haredum^ GT 
Sftccejforum mjirorum. ^odq-, vkjedicti Balli- 
BJJSy ALP£RMA^mI, & BUROENSES di^i BuJTgi (sT 
Parochiae de Banbury ^ Succejffhresfuifuper Brevi nof- 
trp Succeffirum &f Haredum noftrwrum de I^eflione 
Burgenfis Parliamenti eis direSiOy habeant & habe- 

»UNT AUTHORITATEM, PoTESTATEM & FacUL* 
TATEM, ELXOENDI & NOMINANDI UHUm difcretUm 

Virum di^i Burgi, fore Burgenfem Parliamenti nojlri^ 
tiaredum (st Succefforum no/irorumj pro eodem Burgo* 
fiundemf'f Burgenfem Jic ele^um ad onera & cttftagiftr 
diSfiBurgiy Parochia^ £sf CoMMUNiTATis, mittentad 
Parliamentum no/irum, Haredum &f Succefforum noftra* 
ri^ ubi^unjy ad tunc tentumfUerit iifdem modo i^for^ 
maproutin aliis Burgi s Regninoftri Anglia ufitatum .&f 
iwfuitum futrit. Sfuem quidem Burgcnkm Jie ik^um 
bf nominatum volumus intereffe, ^ moramfacere adPar^ 
iiammta noftra & Succefforum noftrorum ad onera i^ 
aift^sa ditfi Burgi, W Parochia & Communitatis ejuf 
diem, durante tempore quo hujujhwdi Parliamenta tentri 
atftigerunt in eodpn modo if flrma prout alii Burgenfes 
Pmrliammti pro quibufcunq \ aliis Burgis autalio BUrgo 
qu$iunq\ infra diStum Regnum no/irum Anj^Yixfaciunt 
Jimfuere conjueverunt, Et qui quidem Burgenfis in bu'^ 
jufimodi ParUamentis nojlris, Hmredum If Succefforum 
poftrorum babebit vocem fuam, tam affirmativam qnam 
p^ivamy aotcraf, omnia ii Jingula faciei ibi(Um & 

£ exequetut 
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exequeturqua alUBurgenffSy aut alius Burgenjis ParUa* 
* nunti noftrij pro quibufcunq\ aliis Burgis aut alio Burp 

quocunq-y facunt aut exequantur^ aut habere^ facere aut 
exequi vaUant^ Ratione aut Mcdo quocunq-^ 

By this Charter 'tis very manifeft, that the Cor- 
poration, and O^MMUNiTY or Commonai^ty 
of this Burgh, were the fame thing, and that the 
Bailiff, twelve Aldermen, and twelve Burgefles, wbo 
all toget her were the Common Council of the 
Burgh, were that Corporation and Com- 
munity or Commonalty, and bad o'n;.y the 
powBR and authority to choofe a Burgefs or 
Parliament-ipan, 

In the fecond and third of Philip and Mary, part. 8, 
the Patent by which Higham Ferrers in Northamp- 
tonihire was made a Burgh, runs thus. Conccdimus 
Inbaiitantibus Villa de Higham Ferrers ^ quod diifa Villa 
ftvi Burgus de Higham Ferrers de caterojit ^ erit Ll- 
BER Burgus corporatus in re^faSfo, £5f nomine^ ins^ 
perpetuum-y de ««?Majore, skptbm Alderman- 

VIS, & TREDECEM BURGENS|BUS Burgi faT Pan>. 

chisB de Higham Ferrers. Ac quod Major, Alder- 
MANNi, & BuRGENSES Burgi £r ParochiaB pra^ 
di^orum, siNT et erunt Corpus corporatum ^ 
POLiTicuM, & UNA CoMMUNiTAs perpetua DE SB, 
in roy fa£lOy ^ nomine^ in perpetuuniy per nomen Ma- 
joris, Aldermannorum, & Burgenilum Burgi if Pa» 
rochia de Higham Ferrers, &c. as in Banbury; and 
then orders that seven of the beft, moft able, and 
difcreet Inhabitants, ihould be called Aldermen, and 
THIRTEEN more of the beft and nu>ft able (bould 
be called Capital BurgdTes, and that the laid 
Mayor, Aldermen, and BurgefTes, fhould be the 

Common Council of the Burgb and Town/totranf- 
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2jBt things belonging to it ; and then gives the IVI^yoj, • 
Aldermen and Burgefies only. Power and Autho- 
rity to choofe one Burgefs for Parliament, &c. 
^uodq\ Major, Ald£rmanni,& Burgenses difti 
Burgi, &c. HABEANT & HABEBUNT Pptcftatem, 
Authoritatem & Facultatem, eligciidi & nominandi 
unum difcretum Homnem Burgt^fon Burgenfem Parlia^ 
miftti, &c. ^ONSRA (^ cusTAGiA di^i Burgi^ Pa* 
rocbiae, & Communitatis ejufdem, Sr^. 

lo die fame year of the fame King and Queen, 
part. 6. Patmtium^ Abington in Oxfordfliire was 
made a Burgh and Corporation, coniifting of Mayor, 
two Bailiffs, and nine Aldermen; which twelve 
were to be called principal Burgesses, and there 
named, who had power to ele£^ sixteen or more se- 
condary Burgesses, to be with them the Common 
Council of the Town for all things. Ac ^uod idem 
Major, Ballidi, & Burgenses ej ufdem Burgiy &c. 
fTunt UNUM Corpus corporatum & una Com- 
i^UN<TA3 piTpfhiay &c. who only, and their Succef- 
iiirs bad a grant to choofe one Burgefs for Parlia- 
ment. ConciJtmis prafaiis Majori, Ballix>i«, & 

3UR0ENSIBUS, & SUCCESSORIBUS filts^ quod JIA-» 

BfiAMT it liAREBUNT (as often as there fliould be 
^mmona to Parliament} Potrftalem, Authoritatem 
tiTfrnpukafem eligendi & nominandi unum dif- 
crettan etproium Firum di^i Burg! fore Burgeijsem 
PaRLIAMSNTI, &c. as in all things in riie I^atents 
or Charters of Banbury and Hicham Ferrers. 
And there needs nothing further to be obferved upon 
thefetwo places than hath been upon Banbury. 

■ L 

ft 

AU die time of Queen Maiy, die returns for thefe 
new eieded Burghs, are either loft, or lb much perifh*- 
ei and rotten aa they a« n6t legible. Yet the re^ + 

V * ' E 2 turns 
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turns about this time of fomc other Towns and 
Places Bot far diftant are anfwerable to this Confti- 
tAition J as of Oxford in the firft of Queen Mary, 
and the firft and fecond of Philip and Mary. 

Ifac Indenture fall a apud Chitaiem Oxon^ fcfr. inter 
Johanem W illiams Militem^ kc» ex una p/irU^ &c. et 
Richardum Atkinjon^ Majorem Civiiat. pradUf. et 
TOTAM CoMMUNiTATEM Civitotis pradtlf. ex ahera 
' parte^ Teflatur quodpradiSii. Major et Communitas 
Virtutiiy &c. nuanimi AJfenfu et Confenfu fuis ELI€£-* 
HUNT Thomam Walkinfon et Edwardum Clinton, 
duos idoneos CiveSy &c. Data apud Oxon. 27 ^e Mast' 
friy Anm Regni Regina primo. 

And alfo of Walingford, in the firft of Queea 

Mary, H^ec Jndmtura faSla apud Wallingford ■ 

^ ■' ■■ inter Robertum Cockfon 

Majorem et Communitatei^ Filhta et Burgi 

Wallingford ^ ^ ■ ■ if F icec^i* 

temOxon. et Berks, ex altera parte, Teflcftur, ^mim^ 
dilfa Communitas Villatae et Burgi pr^eS&erum 

■ ■ ■ > ■ ■ Edmundum AfTchefyld 

// Robertum Cockfon Majorem Vttkr >/ Burgi 

ante£Sforttm Burgenfes, ad ' ' 

Jn quorum Teftimonium Sigillum noftrnm Communei 
nominf mnium Jnterejfentium prafentibus eft ^^ftium. 

TJie Sells o# Thefe Communities had their Seals, by which 

ommum es. ^^ ratified their Grants and Charters, and made 

^ud^eniic all their matter$ pf moment almoft as^an- 

f 5] pe Itt IM* cient as their B^ing. The learned [5] MabiUom 

sioflMt. f, ijfi. ^(^^ he jjath mentioneo the Seals of the Communities 

of fome Towns, and Burghs, &ith. Idem certfendum ^ 
VPhen tkey be. A ^ii^ Cotnnmniarum SigiUisy qua a JSecuk duodedmo 

f^^^\^.^^ Qri^Hmbabuirunl, Wc are » Jhiiil; the (amc,, rf 
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^6 Sisai^ of other Communities which began to be 
in ufe about the Twelfth Century: he might h^vo 
added, and fomi^ time before. N 

From treating of the Conftitution of Burghs^ and 
fliewing what they, and the Burgcfles anciently were^ 
and of what value and eftimation in the Nation^ I 
fliall proceed to fbew, what the Parliament-Burghs 
Were^ ^d tVh^n^ and for what caiife at firft they fcnt 
ireprefentatives to Parliament. 

In the reigns of King John, and Henry the Third, 
we do not find any Citizens or Burgefles in Great 
Councils or Patliaments^ unlefs they were in that of 
the 49th of Henry the Third; at which time, the 
Citizens of York and Lincoln, and other Burghs of 
England were written unto, to fend two Citizens, 
and two Burgefles according to the form of the writ 
dire£ted to the Bifhop of Durham. See my Anfwer 
to Mn Petyt^ f. 137* A. f. 140. B^ 

The main caufe of their being firft fummoned tp tUna&n 
t^arliament^ was, to give their confent to tajces pro*- cltiei^and* 
pounded to, or impofed upon them 2 before that Bu«cffw beiM 
time m the Reigns of tbofe two Kmgs, they were tal- ^q ParJii vne&(» 
liatcd or paid Tallage according to the Impofition 
upon tbem^ or Acceptance of what they offered by 
tbe Kmg^s Officers, or Juftices,as alfoin the time of 
Edward tbe Firft, until after the 34tb year of his 
JUign^ asis manifcftly proved in my Animadverfions 
upon a Book, called, Jftnifmes NoviSj Fol. 178, J79, 
l8o» aod further appears in Ryley's Placitnf Park'^ 
nantaria^ in the 33d of this King, Fol. 259, %bj^ 
a(>S9 ^7Sf 276. Although ieveral years before, Ci-^ 
tizens and Burgefles were fummoned to Parliament, 
. aod theiv.gave their confent to the raifing and paying 

E 3 pS 
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of' taxes. In the 32d Year of his Reign he caufed 
* See the Com- 3 * Tallage, without common confent, to be afiefled 
22 Ed. i. in ' by Commiffioners in all his Citie^ Burghs and De^ 
CeduU, meafns, in every County of England, either by 

heads, [Capitatim) at in common, and gave particu- 
lar diredlion that the Tallage of Norwich ibould fair 
AfTefled at four Hundred Pounds. 

Citizens and The firft time we find any Citizens or Burgefltt 

fulnSoncd to fummoned to Parliament, was, in the 23d Year of 
ParUamcnt, Ej^ard the Firft, according to the Tenor of Ais 

Writ. 



[6] ciauf. 43. Rex [6] Vicecomti Northamptofij SaUiteffiy quiaevk 
l^Qxl* "*' ^' C$mitibu5y Barmihusy ^ cateris Proeerihuf Rigm mftrl 
Dc Parliamento fupir remediis centra perlcula qua eidem RegHo hifdielm$ 

imminent providendis^ Colloquium habere Volumus ff 
Tra^atum per quod eis mandavimus^ qmd Jint adNof 
Die Dominica proxima pojl feftum Sanifi Martini a 
Hyeme proxifne fuiurum apud Weflmonaftirium aiTrg^ 
tandum^ Ordinandum^& faciendum qualiterjit bujufinodi 
perzculis obviandum^ tibi Pracipimus firmitir injungintes^ 
quod de Co?mtatu pradiSfo Duos MiLlTEs, ff de 

<^ALIBET CiVITATE ejufdcm CoMMITATUS^DtJOS 
CiVES, ^ de QUOLIBET BURCO, DuO^BtTRGENSES 

de difcretioribus , fsf ad laborandum potentoribus fine Dila- 
si one eligi, £r eos ad Nos, adpradiSfos Diem (f Locum 
venire fdcias. lia quod di5fi MiUtes plenam ^fufficien- 
tern poteftatem pro SE &f CoMMUiiiTATE Chmitatus 
pradiSfi ^ diSii CiVES Gf BuRGENSES pre SE bf 
CoMMUNiTATE Civitatum et Burgorum pree di^artun 
DivisuM ab ipjis tune ibidem habeant, Ad facien- 

D^UM tunc quod de COMMITNI CoNSILIO ORDINAJt- 

TVK inpramij/is, Ita quod pro difeSlu bujufimcH p^tif' 
4tttis negotium pradi^um infeHum non remaneaty quoqu9 
fnodo ; Et habeas ibi nomina Militnm^ Civium ft 'Btpgiu^ 

fmnk 
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Jium'4 h(H: Breve. TefieRege.fpudCantuartam tertioDic 
O^ohris. % 

- The King to the ShcrifF of NortKampton-Shire, 
greeting* JBecaufe we defire to have a Conference 
and Tmdjr with the Earls^ Barons, and other great 
Bien of our Kixigdomy.to provide Remedies againft 
Idle Dangers the fame Kingdom is in at this time, 
Iherefoie we have commanded them, they be with us 
stWdbniiifter on thfe next Sunday after the Feafi: of 
Sltt. MaatiA in Winter next coming, to treaty ordain 
and do, fo as thofe dangers may be prevented. .Wd 
Command and firmly enjoin tbee^ that without delay 
thou doft caufe to be Chofen^ and to come to us, at 
the time and place aforefaid, two Knights of the 
Covaxtf slforefaid, and of twtrj City, two Citizens, 
tAi of every Burgh two Burgeiles, of the jmoft dif- 
A«Bt and fit for bufinefs. So as the faid Knights 
may have fufficient power for themfelves, and the 
Community of the County jaforefaid, and the faid 
Citizens and BurgdSTes, may have the fgme power, 
atiTARATibLY from., them, for themfelves, and the 
GaMifu^HTiEs of Cities and Burghs, then to do in 
dtePi^miflfes what ^hall- be ordained by Com- 
IkKMl) <x the Common Council. So that for defed): 
of fuch Power the bufinefs aforefaid may not remain 
undone ; and have there the Names of the Knights, 
Gifi^RS, and BurgefTes, and this Writ. • Witnefs 
X\t Kiiig at Canterbury the third of OiSlober. 

This Parliamentdid not meet on the Sunday after The ParUamcnt 

St; Martin, but was prorogued before meeting, to itmct, 
the Sunday next before St. Andrew the Apoftle,. 

which is the 30th of November. Teji [7] Rege apud ^^ f!^^!\^^' 

4kbn9r z Die NavemMsy And all the treating, or- Dorf. Dc Par- 

daiRtAg and doing in this "Parliament was* only to rogando. 

E 4 ' grant. 
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grant, and confent to raife fuch fupplies as the King 
demanded, as will afterward appear. 

The not finding any Citizens or Burgefiies^ sum- 
moned by former writs directed to Sheriffs, iior 
particular Writs direfted to the Mayors, BailiiF^, or 
Chief Officers of Cities and Burghs, before this, (.ex«- 
cept that in the 49th of Henry the Third ; might be 
a fufficient proof, that theie were the firft Summomr 
of Citizens 'or Burgeffes to Parliament. But tft 
dear diis point, beyond all doubt and cavil, we muft 
look back to the i8th of this King, and JGdo what die 
Stile of Parliaments was, between that time, and 
Ibis. 



f 8] Bundle of 
fummons to 
Parliament^ iS 
EJ. I. 



; 



9I Return. 

arl, 18. £. I. 
Three Knights 
returned for 
fome Count'^eSy 
iS. £d.. I. and 
two for others. 



Ti] In oiRcio 
Pips apud 
Wcftmonaft. 
The Account 
Roll hereafter 
mentioned. 



In this £8] Year, there is a Bundle of Writs di- 
rected to the Sheriffs of feveral, or moft, of itha 
Counties of England, and they are the Ancienteft 
ext^t, or perhaps that ever were, (except as above) 
by which two or three Knights were direAed to be 
cbofen for each County; but no Citizens or Bur<^ 
geiles.. And accordingly [9] Norfolk, Suffialk; 
Cambridge and Huntingdon-Shkes, and Cumber* 
land returned each of them threb Knights with 
Manucaptors for their appearance^ and all other 
Counties but two each, f^c. 

This Parliament gave the King a Fifteenth part 
of all their moveable goods, as appears by the [x] 
account upon the Great Roll in the 23d year of this 
King, in the two Jaft Rolls of that Great Roll. 
The title of account, wherein alfo we have the iUlc 
of that Parliament, which runs thus. 

Cmpotus ^taii-Dmma fi^i Ann9 Dechno 0£fmjo 
fer Arqhie^i%co?o9j £piscoro$^ Abbatrs, PrI- 

ORSS 
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citEiy Q>MrrBs, Baronss, CfT omnes Alios sf^ 
ItBONOy if ditmiius hmi fuis nt$Ulibus ctmciffk^ tt pi^ 
Diverfos CoIled6r«!S^ in Divitfis Comitatibufy Eodem 
Anno Decimo 0£laVo A&ffie^ Colleftac, & Le^ 

The account of the Fifteenth, gralitetJ to the 
King in his Eighteenth Year, by the Archbifhops^ 
Biihops, Abbats, Priors, Earls, Barons, and all otheni 
of the Kingdom, aflefled, coUeAed, and levied by 
divers Colledors in feveral Counties, in the fame 
Eighteenth Year, This is the ^ry fame Stile whidii 
was ufed in the Reigns of King John and Henry the 
Third, before the Commons or Community of 
Counties were reprefented by Knights, chofen by 
tbem. And 'tis here further to be noted, that 
the two or three Knights, chofen for the Com* 
muhity of '•the County did reprefent them, and 
♦according to the form of the Writ, confulied • Aa confulci-^ 
and cdnfented to a Fifteenth for them, which are tiendum pro fe 
here called the Omnes alii de Regno^ and were military j* f jJS^"*^^'*** 
tenants in Capite of the ordinary rank, but of the Comitesy Ba- 
fame order with the Knights. Zll'^Ji^ 

tunc duxerint 
concordanda* 

In the Chequer fa] Roll of the 19th of Edward . , j^ thcCu* 

the Firft, There is the Form of a Writ, to appoint ftody of the ^ 

Taxors and Colleftors of this Fifteenth, in thefe J^^^ncerf*^^ 

Words : Edivardus Dei Gratia, &fr.Mii.iTiBUS libe- Communla 4a 

RIS HOMINIBUS, & Uti CoMMUNITATi CoMMJTA- Mich. Aot. or 

TUUM,£srr. Sahitem. C«w ARCHiEPiscqFi, Epis- '*• !• 
copi, Abbates, Priores, Comjtes, Baronis & 
omnes alii de Regno nostro nuncfuut alias nobis 
fcf frogenitoribus nofiris liberaliter concesserunt 
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tAM-Dscimam de omnibus bonis fuis MMhbus^bft. 

%/le$neipfo apud Kings^CHpton 22 DU SeptenAris Ansuf 

j£tgni nojiridecimo o^iavo. Edward by the Grace of 

♦ See my Giof- God, &c. To the Kn%hts, * Freemieo^ and the 

VlSemcnwere/ whole Community of Counties, (none named, )&£„ 

Greeting, Whereas the Archbifhop8> Bifhops, Ab- 
bats. Priors, Earls, Barons, and all others of our 
Kingdom, now as at other times, to us and our Pro* 
genitors have freely granted a Fifteenth part of aU^ 
dieir moveable Goods, Vc. Witnefs ourfelf aC 
!^ings-CIipton the 22d of September in the £igh« 
teenth Year of our Reign. Here we find the fame 
perfons only granted this Fifteenth, which were wont 
to Grant the fame manner of Taxes fn the time of 
bis Progenitors, which illultrates what was (aid be« 
fore. 

The Cities and Burghs, or at kaft the Cky of 
Catena aaid London, this Year alfo bad a Fifteenth taxed, and 
2S2«*iitrS^ levied upon them, which notwithihuiding it was dc- 
^^*f d^nds, manded by the King, without their being fummoiied 

to Parliament^ by Citizens and Burgefles their repre** 
ientatives, yet their compliance with the King's de-> 
mands, was called a Grant, 

Georgius de Rjokejfy^ Waberus de Rakejly Executor Tef- 
Es] J** *« ^iJ^f tamenii ejufdem CeHrgii prO eo^ 1 3] Henrict^s de tP'akysy 
the fame great Robertus de Bofings^ fVilliebnus de Hereford^ far idem 
KoU, as above. Hoigrtus de Bafmgs Executor Teftamenti ejufdem milieU 

ml pro eoj una cum Magifiro fFiHiebno de Wtmoitdham 
Clerico^ ^AssESSOKES et Collectores QvinTjC- 
Decimje in CiviTATE London, et infra totumpne-- 
cinSttim ejufdem Civitatis Regi CONCESS je. jfnno Regni 
fui deamo oSfavoreddwa compotumde 2S60I. J^s. 8d. 
do eadem ^inta Decima Jicut continotur in Ritulo de 

particulis. 



^g!yh BUr^ti^btSlkroiigbs. 
IM'rticulis^ fuem iidem JffitffkiS n CMehtit Mmtlfi^ 



9# 
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Georg€ de Rohjfyj Walter de Roiify Executioref iMl 
Teftament of the fame George for him, Henry de 
WOtfs^ Roiert de BaJlngSj fTiJliam de Herefhrd^ ind 
the fame RBbert de A^gsBiOKUtOT of the Teftament 
of the fame William for hini ; together with Mr. 
ff^Uiam de JVimondham Clerk, AiTeflbrs, and CoUec- 
tonkc^ the Fifteenth * granted to the Kktg in^^ the •Bjr^rOtf 

City of London, Mdwiihin the wh<^ Prccina of S?^"ildrtS*^ 
the. fame City in AeHEighteaith Year of bi» Reign, fe'^ng *<> tJ»«»- 
do give account of ♦ 2860I. 13s. 8d. of the fame Fif- • This was the 
«ecnth a» it,if cootahied in a RoU of Particulars de- ^"^^ ^^^.^Jf ,. 

whole Fifteentn 

livem into the Titsuury,.&^r. in London, 1% 

£d. X. A. D. 

1290* 

Mny compounded or (as the Phrafe waf then) 
Ibied for this Fifteenth, as for Example. [4] Abbas [4] ibu. 
^ SemOo EdmunAreddk Coff^fftum de 666h 13s, 4d. ^"^l^^^^ 
De fine pro h abend a acquietancia ^uinta-De^ for th«irT«e»- 
etma omnium Bonorum Suorum Temporalhtm et Bonorum 
Conmenms Jm et Vittan$rwn Jkorum, et hominum totius. 
yUbfSanffiEdmmt^jSALVA Regis Quint a-D£-> 
ciaaa Bonorum o'mniom aliorum libbre Te- 

NENTiUM IPSIU& AbBATES ^CoNI»£i7TUS PR^DIC- 

roKVMyficut eontinetur in Rotuh de finibus Diver* 
•6RUM pro ^inta-Decima in Thefaurario liberavitper .. 
fuatuor Takas t^ ^iem e/l. That is. 



Abbat of St. * Edmund makes bis Account * St. £dxDQft<li' 
erf 6661. I3s»4d. for a Fine (or compofition) tor have ^' 
kis Difchaige of the Fifteenth of all his Tempbnal 
..(S^ods, and the goods of his Convent, and his Vil* 
lans, and the Men of the whole Town of St. Ed* 
mund, SAVING the King's Fifteenth of the 
Goods of all other free Tenants of the 

ABBATf 
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AslAf 9 and Gonvent afordaid, as 'tis contained m 
the Fine-Roll of divers flerfons for this Fifteenth ; 
ke paid this Sum in Monejr hy four Tallies, and is 
«rhsrgcd« 

It will not be Foreign to this matter to Cake notice 
•f the CoUe&ors accounts in an inftance or two^ nor 
vnpleaiant to the Reader* 

ChmpmTIbftrm de Lafcy^ Ig WilUdmi Je Muiui 
Mart CoUiffsrum ^uin$a--(ieamm Regi unajpi^ 
Att3toDtcim9(Uiav§inComii0tuQmtairidgur. 

Idem ndiunt urUpotum dt 34$2/« j6r. 2fr. X^ 
^mnta-dicima bonorum mobilium JBpiJidp&rum^ Comtumi 
Barmumy 13 omnium aliorum in comitatu fr^&o^Jiciit 
£9Htinetur in rttuh ii fartiatUs quam liberopetunt 
in Thefaurarios Exceftiis boms mobiUbus prims ff 
fratrum fan^i Jobamis yeru/akm i^ ViUawnm 
fuarwn^ \ic. 

m 

The account of Henry de Lafoy^ and William 
de Mortemer, <:olleS;ors of the fifteenth in tltfe 
county of Cambridge, granted to the Kii^ m 
the J 8 th year of his itign. 

g^^JJS^^ : /t\i^ 6mc make their account of 3J482I. x6s. ad. 
fSld. i.iLD. ferthing, of the fifteenth of the moveable gpods of 
"^* the bilhops, carls, barons, and all odiers in the fald 

county, as it is contained in a roll <tf particulara 
which they delivered into the Treafiny. £xc^ Ae 
moveable goods of Ihe Paio& and besthmn of 
. Saint JoHv of jBAyBA2.£M,and many others wte 
had fined^ or compounded for them, as above, &c« 

Cmtf9tH$ 
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Cmp9tu$ JAamis Jk Bnten & fFiUulmi de Ktr^ 
i^hn e^i&onm ^jjutita'diemuB regi ctmiJIfm 
AtimdicinuwdmHintnmmuNorff. :*, 

The account of John Breton and William dt 
Kerdefton, colle^rs of the fifteenth in-the 
county of Norff, granted to the King in tl^ 
eighteenth yejg: of hi5 reign. 

Idem reddunt cotnpotum de 9782I. 145. 6d. de ^nt4^ ^'^^ Sm^ «f a 
^dma homrum mfiUKum^ ^c. The fame colledior^ Novflr. li'^^t' 
give in ^eir account of 9782I. 14s. 4d, of the move- %*^^* «*9^ 
iible goods, &c« as hiCambridgeihire. Exceptis, the 
goods of Ai^ 9S had compound^ and were dif- 
j^harged, &c/ 

In the twenty fecond year of this King therp 
ifltied this fummons or writ^ 

Kix [5] Ftdiumii tfortbimihr. Sahom^ quia tm ll}^x^^^ 
ComHihus^BaronihUytS e^ms magnatibus de regno noflro l>e MliitiVi9 
fi^ fuihufdam negifim arduUy nos V idem regnum vnf- 2li^Si5 
trum oitiingeHfibHs^ fn cr^jfliftQ fan^i martini pr$ximt c<^um* 
fifmr9 apud fFe/hnona/lirium Colloquium habere v§^ 
frnnus $t Tract ATUM,fi^/ pr^dpimns^piod eligi facias 
duos mUhSy de difcretioribus at ad laborandum p9tpi^ 
tioribus de comitatu pr^diSfo et eos ad ms ufyueWeflni$^ 
najierium venire facias : Jta fuodjint {hi jn Crqftim pf^^ 
aao cum plena f^te/late pr^fe et tota commumtnte cmi^ 
tatus pradiffiy ad iotifulendum et confentiendum prefi ef 
Cemmnnitate illa^bis fue comites^Barenes et froceres presr' 
eUifi conc9rdiier ordinaverinf in pramijjis. Et ita quod 
fro defiffu pote/latis htjujmodi idem negotium infeSlum 
non remaneat^ et habeas ibi hoc breVe. Tefie rege apud 
Jf^ejlmonajieritm^ dieO^obris. 

Conjimiles litera diriguutur JinguUs vicecomitibus 

4ngli^} T. Utfupra* 

The 
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inthetMiof The King to the IheriflF of Northumbcrlund, 

]^^o^*id. Iprceting. Becaufe we defire to confer and treat 
ftm or Bur- with the eaiis, fiaroos, and the other great men of 
S^PjSSmwu our Kingdom, upon certain diiEcult bufmefs, that 

concerns us, and the fame our kingdom, at Weftmin- 
iter, on the morrow of St. Martin, or 12th of No. 
Terober, we command thee, that thou doft caufe to 
be chofen out of the county aforeCild, and to come 
, to us to Weflminfter, two difcreet Knights, and moft 
^ fit for buiinefs, fo as they be there on the morrow 
aforefaid, with full power for themfelves and the 
whole conununity of the county aforefaid, to confuU 
and confent for themfelves, and that whole cpnunu* 
nity, to thofe things, the earls, barons and great or 
noble men aforefaid, iball have unanimouily ordained 
IP the prc;iaifie& And fo that for the defe(9: of fuch 
power, the fame bufinefs may not remain undone ; 
_ have there this writ. Witnefe the King at Weft- 
miiifter the eighth day of Odober. 

« 

The like letters or writs were direAed to every 
Aeriff in England. Witnefs, as above. 



'{;#} Ibidem. 



Thefinne^ 
the Parliament 
mttf they 
grant the iUog 
It tenth* 



On the [6] next day followinjg (that is) on the 
ninth of OAober. The King direSed other writs 
Ifrccitihg in them much of this above) to every flie- 
rifftocaufe to be elected two knights more, to be 
added toihe former, to come to him at the fame time 
'and plzcc, Addu£indumyet/adendumiquod eis tuncibid^n 
flenlus injungenms* To hear and do what he fhoul^ 
there more fully enjoyn them. Te/Ie reg^ afudWefi^ 
menafterium mmo die O^obris. Here was no citizens 
or burgeile^ fummoned by tfaefe writs, and none but 
koightS) in number four^ who with theearls^ ban>ns, 

and 
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and great men, on the very day of their meeting, 
gave the King a tenth of all their goods, and the 
vnits or coiximiiQons, whereby taxors and collectors 
of the fame tenth were affigned in every county, wcrp 
dated the fame day, as it was evident from the record! 
Allowing. 

Decinm [7] Bonorum temporatiumj regt etmcejfa in [7jRot.«3.1. 
jfnglia in craftino Sanffi Martini^ anno regni ngis that*R^)"pe* 
Ud. I. ijieifano fecundo finimte^ incipiente vicfjimo n«fe«an^ 
tertio. 

A tenth of temporal goods, granted to. the King 
in England, on the morrow of St. Martin, ending 
the twenty fecond year of King £dward the firft, 
beginning the twenty-third, he begun his reign No^ 
yember the fixteenth, 1272. 

* 

faxaloreset colUSiores ejufdtm dicima [8] ajjig^ [8]Xbl4. 
maniur in Jingulis comitatibus Jnglia in hoc 
format 

The taxors and coUei^ors of the feme tenth aijriu 
aifigned in every county in this form« 

Hex {9] militibus^ libere Unentibus et Mi e$nwmm-» [gjIbM. & 
iaii emitatus cumbrl^y faluUm^ evm Comites, Ba*- m*i*in^Cc'' 

RONES, MiLITES, it OMNES ALIJ^ DB REGMO MOS- ^^^ 

TRO infuhjidium guerra nobis nun^Jkut oJiM fragemUH 

ribus no/iris regibus Anglia liberaliter faeerunt DECI- 

MAM de omnibus bonis fuis mabiUtusy exaftis * qugg //f * i-c. their 

^uinia dicima ubimo nobis conceffa in eodem B^gao ixcifie-^ if ordinary ufe, 

bantur nobis curialiter concejferint et gtalanUr. Nos lor J*^^* *^** ^ . 

decima ilia ad minus dampnum et gravamen popuJi, &c. 

AJj^grmimus diU£io$ etfid^Us mfiros TJbomam de Niwtm 

n . 
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ttRobirtum de IVhiUrigge vel altirum ipforum una eum 
qmdam Clerico ad MSiam didmam affidtndamj taxandam^ 
Uwmdandam.^ it CoUigmdamy it ad Scaccarium nnjhrum 
difitnndamy it Sihindam: Unam nudUiatetn citra 
feftum Parificatiinis pr$ximi /utur^y it aluram citr0, 
Fiftum PinticofiiSy &c. Tefti Regi apud Wiftminfter 
X% Dii iJovimbr. Armn Rignijui 22*. 

The Kinjg to the Knights, Free-Tenants, and 
the whole Community of the county of Cumberland, 
greeting. Whereas the Earls, ^^upons. Knights, 
and all others of our kingdom, have liberally done 
to us BOW toward the war, as heretofore to our pro- 
genitors Kings of England. And have courteoufly 
and willingly or gratefully granted a tenth of all . 
their moveable goods, except thofe things which were 
excepted, in the laft fifteenth which was granted 
unto us. We, that the tenth may be paid with the 
JiPgfl; damage and grievance to the people, have af- 
ligned our faithful and well-beloved Thomas de 
Newton, and Robert de Whiterigge or one of 
^em, together with a certain Clerc, to aflefs, tax, 
levy an4 colled^ the faid tenth, and to bring it to, 
and pay it at our Exchequer, one half before the 
Feaft of the Purification, and the other half before 
the Feaft of Pentccoft. Witnefs the King at Weft- 
minfter, the i2tb of November in the twenty^ 
^ond of fhis reign* 

In this very twenty-fecond year of King Edward 

the Firft, Philip King of France having then fur- 

{furized and £bized Gafcony, after the Feaft of 

[x] Mat. Weft. Pentecoft a [i] parliament was aflembled, to advife 

^2"^ foiriai. ^^^ ^ regain that country, in which it was agreed 

». 20. to recover it by force and arms. Toward which 

war 
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wai* thjs clergy had granted a moiety, or half part 
of the value of their benefices, and goods for that 
year, as may appear by the King's writ or commif- 
fion to the Abbat of Feverfham in Kent, by which 
h^was appointed Colledlor for the fame in the pro- 
vince of Canterbury, ' 



Jjfignatio ColUSIor. Mediitails^ Rigi a Clero conceffa. 

Edwardus Dei gratia, ^c. DileSfo fibt in Chrijio 
] Abbott 
totus Clerus 



[2] Abbott de Feverfham, falutem. Cum pralati et C*], ^°*^' ^«- 
s de KegAo no/tro f medtetatem beneficiorum et no Trinitat. 



hmorumfuorum nobis in fubftdium nojirum de Anno pra- *^ ^^ ^g ^^^ 

fenti liheraliter concejfirunt, et graianter. Ita quod ^^ fiibfidio 

prima tertia pars ejujdem medietatis in fefto omnium eonaffi>. 
faniiorum proxime futuro, fecunda in quindena pdfcha, + '^^** ^"'^^ 

tertia in quindena nativitat, San£ii Johams Baptift^ the Eve of St. 

proxime futur. nobis perfolvantur^ (fc. Nos de veftra sJptcm^'21. 

fidelitate et'diligentia confidenteSy fijjignavimus vosy ad Coadunatis 

di^am medietatem, t^c. In dioaft Cantuarienjt CoU loJ^Mat. WeftJ- 

ligendamj Src. Tijie meipfo apud JVeftmonaJlerium 2P "»»n^- ^* 4". n. 
Septemb. Anno Regni nojiri 22» 

Here w« have a moiety given this year of their 
benefices, and goods by the Clergy, and a tenth by 
the Earls, Barons and Knights, for all others of 
the kingdom; that is, all free-tenants, fuch as 
held in military fervice, and others in foccage, 

WHICH THEN WERE VERY FEW, Let US noW feC, 

how and what the Cities, Burghs, and Kings te- 
nants of his demeafns gave, or paid by rfiemfelves, 
not being then reckoned, inter omnes alios db 
Regno, which granted a tenth part only, 

Thcfe then were neither fummoned, or came to 
ft Common Council, or Parliament,, but were re- 

F quired 
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Chicent an4 
BurgefTes, 
when oot fum* 
moncd to Par- 
riament* 
How thejr 
were taxed* 



['3] fntw Re- 
cwdt de Anno 
s| Ed. !• m 
Td Hot* jy pc* 
net witttHU 
Regit. 

De icxta par- 
te Regi concef- 
ia in Londen. 



[4] Xb. EoJem 
Anno ic nu- 
mero« 
Dc diverlit 
aifiisaatis ad 
perendura con- 
fimilcin fextam 
in DeoBinicis 
Villis Regiit in 
diver6i comita- 
tibut. 
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quired and induced by the Kings Commifiohers, or 
Taxors Co pay a certain fufh charged upon or de- 
manded of them. Which at this thne was a fixth 
part of all their moveable goods, towards the war» 
I'he City of London was firft fent to, and that 
made an example to all other Cities, Burghs and 
Towns of the King's demeafns, and their com- 
pliance with the King's demands pafled as^ and 
under the name of a grant. 

Rex £IeifU it JidiEius fiiis [3] ojfodlf, vUttamiiihm 

JUirmanis^ it Mi iommunitati dvitatis JiuB Limlm^ 

falutim. Cum V9S in firma fua mtpir nobis fmrntoh 

^cimam anaffiratis^f sextam partem taunm H 

moHUum Viftrorum in fubfidium guirrm mftr^ n$Ks 

conciffiritis HbiraUiir it tikiniiri nos ut ilia SSXTA 

TAKS 4ui minus dampnum etgrawnmn veftri itfi^gidk' 

rmm Qvitatis ejufdem levetur it ColUgatmr p m vid a* i w- 

lentis^ affiptavimus^ Jobamm de BanpulU^ Tbmum 

di Rmujn^ Hdmomm BoXy fFilliibman di Bii§md, 

it Gilbertum di Martina una cum dili^i Cliri€9 mi/br$ 

Magiftro ffllliilmo di H^ymundham^ bfc. And after 

the example cf London the King fent his Gbmmif* 

fioners to tax or demand of his other demeafn CitieSi 

and Towns, a fixth part through England. 

Rex Jile^o it fidelifuo Robirto di Ratftrdj fiAttim^- 
[4] cum civis et frM honumi noftri L muhn^ jkxtkm 
partem bonorum fuorum mobilium nobis in Jmbfidinm 
guerrdi noftra gratauiir concejfferint^ set aliis quijunt di 
noftris ViLLis DoMiNicis exempbm fraboaut ad eou" 
Jimile fubfidium faciouhim^ affignammsis osi ad piten- 

DAM hujufmodt SEXTAM PARTEM in SINGULIS Do- 
MINICIS CiVlTATIBUS et ALIIS ViLLIS NOSTRIsis 

comHatibui Kanciaj Suffix^ Surry^ it Smbamtm fir 
sundnm taxattonem daimeijam nobis in Rtpsoss^ir^ m* 
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cefflt^ it ideovMs mandamus^ quod affumptis vobifcum 
vicu$mitibus kcoram^ ad Sf NOULAS DoMlNlCAS ci- 
viTATESy it ALIAS VitLAS fiosTK AS pirfonaHter ac^ 

iidatis^ it HOVilVES lEAKJJUpAlkVU CIVITATUM, H 
ViLLARUM adCoHCSLDENDAU tfl P|t JE8T AND AM n§^ 

bis Prjedict All sxxT AM F ARTEM juxta tdxatiofum 
fra£ffam^ dilignttir ix parte nostra requira- 

TJS, it SFFICACITER INOUCATIS, mo£s qUihu 

Vidibitis ixfidin. Et quod indi fiuritis^ mUs aui 

Tbifaurarii it Baronibus no/Ms di Scoicariojhu dih' 

tiom cmftari faciatis. In cujus Rii tifiimomum has li" 

teras mfirasft^mus paUuiiS» Tifii ^ wmrabiG Patrij • WStUiA K» 

i:fc. 21 di^ N4Pemkr. jtnno %$. That is: tSm^ten 

IiordTicafttitr. 

The , King to his well^beloved and faithful Ro- j^^^^^^ ^ ^_ 
bert de Ratford,, greeting. Whereas our cidfeni taBj^toaU 
i(nd good men oT j^ondon^ have willingly granted Bmshs-to 
fo us, toward nudntaining our war a iixth part of JJt of Sdif 
their moveable goods, that they might (hew an ex« gbodt, «r. 
ample to odiers of our demeafii towns, to make the 
like aid. We have affigned you to demand a like 
fixch part in every of our demeafn Cities, and other 
Towns in the Counties of Kent, Suflex, Surry and 
Southampton, according to the taxation <^ the 
Tenth liow granted to us in our kingdom ; and 
therefore we command you, that taking with you 
the Sheriffs of places, ye perfonally go to every of 
our demeafn Cities, and other Towns, and dili* 
g^tly on our behalf require, and e06£lually induce 
die men of the fiune Cities icnd Towns, by fuch 
means as you think expedient, ;to give and grant to 
us the laid fixth part according to the taxation afore* 
faid, and what you fiiall do herein, you fliall fig- 
nify to us, or our Treafurer and Barons of the Ex* 
chtquer, without delay. In witnels of 'which thing 
wt have made tbcfe our letters patents* Witnefs 

Fa tHf 
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the vmcrabh Father,. f£^c. The ^t& of Novem]&ery 
the 23d year, ....,:,•• 

[5] iVid. Eo- - P^ [5] Confmukt literal affignantur wfira faripti. ad 

demAnno. PBTENDAM hujufmodi S£XTAM PA&T&M in SliT- 

^ urn. vc . ^^^j^ DOMINICIS QxVITATmUS, flt VlJLLIS R£GII» 

- in Comtatibus Jjubfiriptis^ viz* 

* 

Willielmus. de Ormefiy in Comitatibus Norff. Suffl 
Cantabr. it Jimtif^don.- 

Magijlir Petrus di Lek in Conutatihvs Nortbamf^tmy 
LeyceJlsTy fFarwickj Rotdand^ Lincoln. 
. - ' ^' 

Johannes de Litegretnes in Cmitatibus Ebon North' 
. tmbfrkindf Cumbria^ Wefimeftand^ Lancqftrii^. 

Magijier "Johannes Lovd in ComitatHMS Wiksj. So^ 
merfetj Dorfet^ • Devon, et CamuUte. - 

Johannes de JSofco in Comtatibus Noitinghamy Derby^ 
SahPi Stafferdj fVigorn. 



..« * 



^ Radulfus de Broghion in Comitatibus OxoUj Berks^ 

Bedf. Bucks. Gloucejlety Hereford^ T. utfupra. . 

No Citlzeni By all thefe Records lis moft clear, there were 

"mmonefto ^° Citizcns, Burgcffes or Tenants of the Kixig'f ' 
Parliament be- demeafns^ fummoned to great Councils or Parlia- 
^IZTthlt^ mcnts until the asd of Edward the Firft, and a]f» 

how they were taxed before that time. 

The iirft writ of their fummonSy^ aj^d the pfonv 
gation of thiat Parliament from the Sunday next 
after St* Martin^ (which was the firft day appointed 

for 
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for meeting,) to thp^ Sunday next before St. Aii- 
<]Few the ApofUe^ we haye noted before. And I 
fhall further obfery^ that the Writ diredls they 
ihould have ^ power to a£t separately * from the 
Knights of the Counties;^ and do what by Common 
Councils fhould be ordained. Et £Sti Gives et But" 
gififu fjknam et fufficunUm p9teftatem pr^fe^ a Commu^ 
iiHati Cmtatum^ H Bttrgerum^ divisjm €ib ipfa (i. e. 
milttibus) tunc ibidem habeant^ ad faciendum tunc qucd 
de Cmrnmni cpnciiio ordinabitur in pr^mijjisj and ac- 
cordingly they made a different grant, the Earls, 
Barons, ai^d Knights, who then fat, treated, and 
confulted ^toge^er, about granting taxes, gave an 
eleventh part of all their mov^eable goods ; and the 
good men of his demean Cities and Burghs granted 
a ferenth pajt of all their moveable goods. 

And accoDJing to the addition made in the writ 
«f fummons, when the Citizens and Burgefles came 
firft to Parliament* there was alio an alteration 
made anfwerable to it, in the writ orcommiifion 
for appointing Taxors. and CoUeftors, for the levy- 
ing and collecting of this eleventh and feventh part, 
in the feveral Counties, which is not to be found 
in diefe writs or commiflions before this time* 
The words of the writ or commiffion are thefe. 
\b']Rix militibusy libere tenefitibusy et toti Conrnutni" [6] Pat. 24. Ed. 
tati Cmitatus Retekmdy falutem^ turn Comites^ Ba- li^'^^^^i 
rones J MiUtes^ et alii de Regno nojiro in fubfidium & Teptiml 
fuerres noftra nunc Jicut alias j nobis et progemtoribus Le^nT* * 
noftris Regibus Angli^e liberaliter fecemnt undecimam ^°"*««°*** 
de omnibus bonis fuis mobiUbus* Et 1 CiW, V Bur- t '^^*^® !^°'^* 

- ' , r^ wercnotm 

genJeSy et alii PROBJ homines de DoMINICIS NOS- former com- 

TRis CiviTATiBur^ BuRGis ejufdem lUgis Sep^ Sntiig^°' 
TIMAM de omnibus bonis Juif mobilibusj exeeptis his Taxors and 
queo in dedma ultimo ^obit cmujfa empiebantur^ nobis 

f 3 curialiter. 
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eUriaUter coneijjirint et gratanUr^ nos ut undecimaj it 
Septima pra££iay ad nanus dampnum et gravanun^ 
^c. AJJ^navtmui diU^9S it fideUs noflros Rob. di 
Flixtb&rp it Jobamum di fFakerUy^ (ffc. Ad diBtu 
undecimam it Septmam in iomitatu pr^di^o aJJUindaSy 
taxatidaSj levandas^ et ColUgendaSj &c. Tijii Rigi 
opud tVeftmonqftirium % quarto dii Decembris* 

According to the tenor of the writ of fummons, 
we find by this commiffion, that the Citizens alid 
BurgelTes were in this Parliament, and that they 
were different perfons from the alii D£ Regno, 
mentioned after the Earls, Barons and Knights, 
for they gave die eleventh part, and thefe the fe- 
venth, fomewhat more than a third beyond what' 
they gave ; and it became a fettled rule afterward 
for the Citia^ns, Burgefles and Tenants in ancient 
demeafns to give a third part more, or thereabouts 
of their perfonal efbtes, than the Earls, Barons and 
Knights did grant. 

The fummons to this Parliament dire&ed to the 
Archbilhop of Canterbury is very obfervable, and 
may furnifh us with the reafon why the Ki)tig fum« 
moned the Citi^ns and Burgefles to it. 

Rexvimrabili in Chriftg [7] Patri R. iadtm Gratis 
Cantuannfi Arcbiepifcdpo^ titius Anglic Primatiy fabt' 
tiUiy fiad lixjuftiffima pro/vida circumfpedfism facranm 
primipum JiabiUta bortetur it Jiattut^ kt ptod cmniS 
tangitf ab omnibus approbitur^ fie et innuit ividiUtir ut 
Communibiis periculis p^ nmidia provifa iommumter cb* 
viitur. Sam fatis noftris^ it jam eft ut credimus per 
uniwrja nmndi elisnata divulgatum, qualiter Rix Fran* 
M d$ tirrm neftra vafionia nos fraudukrAer it cauui^ 
dfcipit earn nobis mjuitir ditimndo* Nunc vero prm^ 
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JSSisJraudi it nequitia mn contentus^ ad ixpugnattMifn 
Regni mjiri Clajfe maxima^ et hellaterum ^opiofa muhU 
Uidine congregatlsj cum quibus regnum mftrum^ et Regni 
ejufdem incolai ImftiUterjam invaJHy li/tguam JngUamam 
fi cwcept^ iniquitatis pr^p^fito diteftahili peteftm corref- 
pMkat (qtud Deus avertat) cmmno de terra delere pro- 
pwit. ^ma igitur pravifa jacula minus ladunty et res 
veftra maxims ficut ceeter&rum Regni ejufdem coneivium 
agitur in hoc parte. Vms mandamus in fide et dileffione 

qmhus mbis tenemini^ firmUr injut^entes qu^d die ^ 
miniea pr9xime poft frjhtm JImSfi martini in hyemeprmme 
futurum apud W^hmnjier perfonalittr interfois. Pra^ 
munientes Privrem et Capitulum EuUfia vejira^ ArdH-' 
diacsnum totumqui Clerum vefiret Dioeafeos. Faeientes 
quod iidem Prior et ArdntSacntus inpropriis perfims fuis^ 
et dicltan Capitulum per unum^ idemque Clerus per du$s 
procuratores idoneosy pknam et Jufficientem pate/iatem ah 
iffi Cdpituh et CJero babentesy una vobi/cum interfint * 

modis omnibus. Tunc ibidem ad tra^andum^ ^orditum" 
dum et faciendum J nobifcum^ et cum cateris Pr^glaiis et 
proceribus et aliis incolis Regni nofiri^ qualiter bujufmo£ 
periculis et excogitatis malitiis obviandum. Tejie Rege 
0^ Wehgeham Tricefimo die Septembris. 

The King tOithc venerable Father in Chrift, R. 
by the fame Grace, Archbiihop of Canterbury, (sfc. 
Greeting, As the moft juft law eftabliflied by Princes 
doth appoint. That which concerns all fhould be Why Ae Oti- 
approved by all. So it evidently ihews, that dan- J^j^, a^ 
gers, common to all, fhould be obviated by reme- ^^^^^ 
dies provided by all. You underftand fufficiently> 
and as we believe •tis now di vrulged through the whole 
world, how the King of France fraudulently fur- 
prized Gafcony, and yet detains it from us. But 
now |iot content with that, he hath provklcd a great 

F 4 navy 
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navy and army, with which he hath J invaded our 
kingdom, and the inhabitants thereof, and intends 
to deftroy the Englifli nation and language, if his 
power were anfwerable to his deteftable purpofe,*^ 
(which God avert.) Becaufe therefore, forefeen at- 
tempts do lefs hurt us ; and not only you chiefly, 
but the reft of the inhabitants of the kingdom are 
alfo concerned in this matter, we command, firmly 
enjoining you in the faith and love by which you are 
bound to us, that on the Sunday next after fhe Feafl: 
of St. Martin, next coming, you be at Weftminfter, 
and that you warn the 'Prior and Chapter of your 
Church, the Arch-Deacon and whole Clergy of 
your Diocefs, and caufe the Prior and Arch-Deacon 
in their own perfons, and the Chapter by one, and 
the Clergy by two, fit § Procurators or Proxies, 
haying fufficient power from the faid Chapter and 
Clergy to be prefent with you, then and there to 
treat, ordain, and appoint with us, and the reft of 
the Prelates, great men, and other inhabitants of 
the kingdom, how to prevent thefe dangers, and de- 
figned mifchiefs. Witnefs the King at Wengeham, 
the 30th of September. 



The firft fum- 
mons of the 
common 
Clergy to 
Parliamentt 



This is the firft fummons I find direfted to the 
Archbifliop, by which he was ordered to caufe the 
body of the Clergy of his Diocefs, and the Chapter 
to come to Parliament with him, by their Procura- 
tors or Reprefentatives, and the fame reafon given 
in this writ, that brought them thither, brought alfo 
the Citizens and Burgefles, as may appear by the 
writ before recited, direfted to every Sheriff of Eng- 
land for the firft choice of them, and dated the third 
day of Oftober, next following after the date of 
this to the Archbiihop. 



The 
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The treating, ordaiiiing, and appointing retne-* 
dies to prevent the imminent dangers to the kingdom^ 
was only to raife money, to profecute the war, ^d 
defend the nation againft the King of France ; and 
towards that, the Clergy gave a tenth; the Earls,' 
Barons and Knights, gave an eleventh ; and the D«- 
meifiri Cities, Burghs and King's Tenants of his De* 
meafns, gave a feventh part of all their n^ioveable 
gdWi. There were no laws made, or other matters 
difpatched in this Parliament, as was hinted before. 

' Having thus proved, the time when, and the ; 
caufe why. Citizens, BUrgefles, and the Tenants • 
of the King's Demeafns, were at firft fummoned to . 
Parliament, we fhall proceed to difcover what Cities ; 
and Burghs fent their Reprefentatives, or Citizens 
and BurgefTes, iipon fuch fummons. The anfwer 
to this is very (hort, that they were only the Domi- what cities 
nici Civitates, and Burari Regis, the King's De- andBurghf 

r in.. . J « u r V I. . i^i. r fentCitizens 

meafn Cities and Burghs, fuch as had Charters from and BurgeiTet 
the King, and paid a fee-farm rent in lieu of the toPariiam^u 
cuftoms, and other advantages and royalties that 
belonged to the Crown, and were originally taken 
and gathered by the King's CoUe&ors and officers, Cuftoms in 
whether Bayliffs, Pbrt-Reves, Senefcals, or Ste^v- Cities and 

. . ' - Burghs, ongi- 

ards, or by what other names they were called, naiiy gathered 
But afterward coUefted and received by officers, BayUffs, i"!' . 
chofen by the Cities and Burghs, according" to li- . m 

cence^ granted by the King's Charter, to the ufe 
of fuch Cities and Burghs, or perhaps, fometimes 
by permlffion only. 

This doth abundantly appear by the account given 
of great Yarmtouth, in the -[8] Appendix, where [^] N- !• A* 
after the defcription of that and Gorlefton, taken 
out of Domefday Bopk, it is faid thus, Et fclen- 
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dkwi^ fitfid progimtoTiS Domini Rigis temurtaU frm* 
di&um Sttrgum in mmibus fids propriis^ pirdpiemh 
§mma proficua ixeuntia di p9rtu pradiHo^ ^fl^^ ^ 
Umpus Rfgis y^bannisf qui [9] conceffit viUam pr^c* 
£&mn Burgenfibus villa ptaJiiia ad fe$di firmam^ 
nddimUJiln et bitredibut fiiit quinfiapnta et fim§m 
libras pir amrnm^ ad quod fohendum, mbil aHudha* 
hita iiifi C9nfuetudinem et alia proficua pnviuientim '^. 
portu pradi^Oj nee eapiant aliquas anfiietudina de rdus 
venditis vel emptis in mercati finper Urram^ nmlU Um^ 
fmre Ami* That b^ And it is to be ^underftood, 
that die progenitors of the Lord the King held the- 
foreia)d Bui^h (that is, Yarmouth) in their own 
htadsy until the time of King John, wha granted 
it in fee*farm to the Burgeiles, paying to him and 
his heirs fifty-five pounds by the year, for the pay- 
ment whereof, they had nothing but the cuflomSp 
and other profits of the port, neither might they at 
any time of the year take any cuftoms of diingi. 
bought and fold in the mercate upon the iandf 
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Not long after King John had granted hU 
Charter, there happened a controverfy, betwcea. 
Gorlcflon and South -Yarmouth in Luthingleod^ 
both on the other fide of the river, and Great Yar- 
mouth, [i] about certain cuftoms and privileges in 
the 1 2th of Henry the Third, and [2] again^ in 
the 34th of Edward the^Firil, which was deterniine4 
in the Exchequer by the Lord Treafurer, the Chan-. 
cellor of England, the Jufliccs of both Benches^ 
and others of the King's Counfel. By which £3] 
record it is evident. That Great Yarmouth was 
holden of the King in fee- farm, was fliled, vi/b 
Regis^ the King's town, and liber Bwrgm^ a fice 
Burgh, and enjoyed fuch liberties as belonged to % 
free Burgh, only by, and in refpeift of the Charter. 

It 



£nglijh Burghsy or Ikurou^t. 7^ 

It was, and is the general opinion of % lawyers, t ^^^^^^Vj. 
That (uch towns as fent Burgeiles to Parliament, 1618. 
though but very feldom, and paid tenths when they ^^^^-^^^ 
were granted in Pariiament, were Burghs, notwith-^ towns that 
fianding they had not, nor perhaps now have any J^d fent lu- 
Charter, fair, market, frauchiiby or other liber* P«fcn»ti*«» 
ties which ihould conftitute, and make them Burghs, were Biii|;lu* 
But this is a mighty miftake : for there were an- 
ciently, and are yet maliy towns that lent their re* _ * 
prefentatives to Parliament, which were not Burghs, 
but only towns of aepcient demealhs, and theie (in 
the granting of taxes efpecially) confulced, and Mentdemea^ 
gave their confcnt with the. Citizcps and Burgcfles, JuUs^faST 
who in all taxes upon goods and perfonal eftates did RepnM^ta* 
^ufually give and pay about one third or fourth more ^^'^^ 
than the other towns which were neither Cities or » 
Burghs, or ancient demeafns, before the tenths and 
fifteendis were conftantly and regularly fettled* 

This will be fully evinced by the following re^^ 
cords. Edward the Firft intending to Knight his 
fon, [4] fummoned the Archbifliops, Bifliops, r4]Ci.34-^t« 



Abbats, Priors, Earls, Barons, and other great i^'ceduia. 
men to be before him and his Council,, on the mor- ^?^^* »• «J» 
' row after Holy Trinity, to treat of, and grant an 
aid iK^ich was due upon that occafion. He alfo 
fent to idl the Sheriffs of England, to [5] caufe to [5} Appcin^ 
come before him and his Council on the fame day, '^' ^^*J^^ 
two Knights of every county, and of every City 
two Citizens, and of every Burgh two or one 
Surgefles, as the Burgh was greater or lefler, to 
treaty ordain, ai^confent, lie. 

All which orders of men being [6] affembled be- [s] Apptai. 
.fore -the King's Council, and it having been (hewed ^ ^> 
g^ueXx^ then by the fame Council,, on behalf of the 

Kinf, 
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King, That there was an aid due to him in th- fore- 
faid cafe, (that is, for making his fon Knioht:) 
And alfo. That there were manifold expences, and 
many other burthens incumbent on the King in rc- 
ftraining the rebellion and malice of Robert de Brus, 
histraytor, and his adherents in Scotland, who had 
prefumed to make war againft him. 

The faqie [7] Prelates^ Earls and Barons^ and 
other great pien, and alfo the Knights of Shires, 
treating deliberately upon this matter, and copiider* 
ii>g there was an aid due ^ afgrefaid, and that 
many burthens were incuqfibent upon the King by 
reafon of the war aforefaid^ at length unanimoufly 
granted to the King for themfelves and * whole com-i- 
munity of the kingdom, a thirtieth part of all their 
temporal moveable goods, which they (hould be 
pofleffcd of at the Feait of St. Michael next coming, 
for a competent aid toward the Knighthood of his 
fon, and alfo for an aid toward his expenccs Which 
he was to be at in the war aforefaid. But fo, as 
this grant fliould not f prejudice themfelves, nor 
their fucceflbrs, and heirs in future times, nor be 
made an example in the like cafe. And that 
in taxing the goods aforefaid, al) things were to be 
excepted, as in the taxation of the fifteenth granted 
to the King by theCommunity of the Kingdom, in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, for the banifliment 
of the Jews. 

Alfo [8] thi citizens and burgefles of cities and 
burghs, and others of the King's demcafns aifem- 
bling together, and treating about the premifes, con- 
fidering the burthens incumbent upon the King, as 
was before mentioned, u nanimoufly granted unto 

him 
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Ivim for the caufes abovefaid, a twentieth part of their 

JQoveable j-oods, and to have them as aforefaid. 

I 

Who, and what the coexERi, the refidtie, or 
others of the King's demeafns were, is plainly difco- 
vercd in another record about the fame matter. 

It is to be [9] remembered, That on the morrow [9] H^d* 
of Holy Trinity laft paft, the Prelates, and the 
other great men of the kingdom!, for themfelves and 
the whole community of the kingdom, granted 
to the Lord the King for themfelves and the whole ' v 
communiT^y of tbe fame kihgdonf), a thirtieth part of 
all their temporal goods, without cities, burghs, 
and the King's demeafns. And the citizens, bur* 
gefles^ and tenants of the forefaid de^measns, 
granted a twentieth part of their goods, as well to- 
ward the Knighthood of Edward the King's fon, 
as toward the defence of Scotland againft Robert 
Brus, and his complices, the King's enemies, and 
the form of the forefaid grant is more fully noted in 
the memorials of Trinity-Term laft paft. 

By this Record it is very plain. That the Pre- The Prdatev 
lates. Earls, Barons, and Knights of Shires con* ^^^kS^^ 
fulted together and treated about this 30th part treated tagcth«» 
. which they granted for themfelves and the whole Burgcffes, a&d 
community of the kingdom ;, as alfo that thei.Citi- '^-^^Xvlmu^ 
zens, BurgefteSy and Tenants of the King's De- confuitcd tcj^ 
inea(hs treated and confulted by themfelves apart, \^^^ Thcnu 
and granted a 20th part of their goods, which was 
a third part more than the Lords and Knights gave. 
And that Tenants of the King's Demeafns were 
Members of Parliameat. 



Thn 
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The King's commiffion, and affignm^iit ^ com- 

miffioners to levy, and colled the. 20thy and 15th 

granted in the Arft of Edward the fecond, proves the 

YfJPaM.E.ft. fa«ne thing. Fjx [i] Aiilitihus^ Lihris HImdmhi 

fm I. M. 7. f^ ^^' Cnrnmuniiati £§mitatus Middlifex tmm infra Skf* 

tata fuam extra^ falutem. Cum CwuUs^ Barmm^ 
JUilites, Libert Homines^ ac CoMMUNlTATES cmmU- 
tuum rfgni mftri^ wiftmam $mmum bomtmmfiurmm Mh 
Ulium ; Gvefque £r Burgenfssyoc CoMif UNITA tbs im- 
nium civhatem & Burgorum ejufdem repd^ tucmtn Te- 
NENTEs^ANTiquis i>ouwicisctro9utmjiraftmtam- 
dicimam hnorumfMrum mobUium €uriaUiir€§muffinnt (S 
grataitur^ ms, ui Vmjima^ (^c. That is, the King to 
the Knights, Freemen, and whole Coounnni^ of 
the County of Middlefex, as well within Liberties at 
without, greeting. Whereas the Earls, Barons, 
Knights and Freemen, and the Communities of 
Counties of our Kingdom courtly, or courteoofly 
and gratefully granted us a 20th part of their move-' 
able goods ; and the citizens, Burgefles and Com- 
munities of Cities and Buq2;hs of the lanie King- 
dom, and alfo the tenants of the Ancient Demcafii 
of our Crown a 15th part of their moveable goods, 
We, that the faid 20th part, &c« 

And it is yet more clear from the following Record 
in the Pai liament holden at Weftminfter, in the month 
of Eafter, in the fecond of the fame King J^dW^IL 
The Commons then delivered certain articles of 
grievances to him for redrefs, whereof the fixth vti- 
• Clnf. 3. £.2. cle begins thus, ^ui Us* CtivaUrsj gaUz d$ ClUni 
M. 1%. Dort ^ Burghs^ i des AUTRES ViLLES fuifinivemaL ijm 

PaRLEMEKT per son COMAUKDEMfiNT/«r €UX H 

pur U pi9pli e 9ni piticions a livrer fwrfirtx (sf griifh 
muis^ l^c. That is, the Knights, Men of Cities 
and Burghs, and of other Towns, that wtie 
ccme to his Parliament, by his conunand, &c« Hcif 

an 
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ajRC Knights, Citizens, Burgcffes, and men of other ^^ J^ 
^ToWN6, who catte to the Parliament by the King's and Burgfai , 
command, what were thefe Towns that were neither St??fp!i. 
Cities, nor Burghs, if not the King's ancient De- *i«m«au 
meafiis ? Or, what were the Men that came from, 
thefe Towns, if not Tenants in ancient Demeafns ? 
They could be no other Towns, nor other Men» 
than the Tenants^ that were their Reprefentatives, 
and with the Knights, Citifens and Burgefles, de* 
livered the Articles of Grievances to the King. 

Some time afterward, the Tenants in ancient De-^ Temnti ia mm* 
meafns were left out of the preambles of the com- ^^^*^* 
miffions, and not mentioned as grantors of taxes^ "f''**^.^ 
With the Citifens and Burgeffes m the 12th of Ed- 
ward the Second, in fome commiffions they were re- 
tamed, in others omitted. Edwardus Dei Gratia 
KixAng^m, Igc. [2] Fidelibusfuis Ballivis CsT Com- [«J imw »e. 
MUNJTATiBUS Gvitatttm &Burgonim in Comitatu Term.Saaa. 
Lincoln^ Salutem. Cum Civis (^ Burgenfis Civitatum 2l»» ^^"^ «** 

* (f Burgorum Comitatuum Regni nojiri in Parkmento Rcmcm. R^ 
wfir^ apud Ehrum a Die Pafcha proximo prater ito in cinwiiiffioad 
umtm nun/em eonvocato pro expeditione Guerra noflra }f^^]j^ 
Scotia Duodicimam omnium Bonorum fuorum Mobilium tiam. 
jpoA^x Concifferunt, l^c. Nosj uty ^c. Tejie meipfoy apud 
JSiorum 30 Die Maii 4nno Rigni nojiri 12. Per ipfum 

, KignUn 

The Tenants of the King's ancient Demeafns 
wcie not mentioned as Grantors in this Commiifion% 

.... • ^ 

Yet in this following Commiffion about levying 

the fame Tax, they are mentioned as Grantors of it, 

widi the Citifens and BurgeiTes. 

Inter 
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Inter CommlJJiones ^ Literas Patentef de Termini 
SanSfig Trinitatis Anno 12 R. Rs. EdwarHi 
Secundi penes Remem. Regis inScaccario. 

Dxoft. Berks, R^x omnibus adquos prafentes liiera pervenerint^ Sa* 

Bed^Bucks^^ /tt/<r/«. Cum per Literas no/has Patentes AJJignaveri' 
12 & i8 Aipcr mus quofdam DUe^os iff Fideles no/iros ad DtcimzOL 
Amnandf Oftavam nobis per * QoMUumr htzi Comitatuum 

Regni nojlri in Pari amen to nojiro apud Ebor. a Die 
* Note the Pafcha proxime praterito in unum men fern Convocato. Et 

EafIs and Ba- » , o rr* 

rons^d Duodecimam «^^/i/^ CivES, Burgenses, 6* Te* 

Shire, Ranted * NENTES de DoMlNICIS NOSTRIS in iodemP^lenunii 
this *i8th, and conceffas^ l^c. 

Earls and Ea» 

•* ■ ■ 

of"thTcoS!^' ^"^ afterwards they were frequently omitted, alUl' 

inunityofthe after the Eighth of Edward the Third, when the 
was tlw Te- eftablifliment of Taxes upon perfonal eftates became 
nants in Capite. certain, and the Way and manner of levyiftg them 
At what time was changed, the Tenants in ancient Demeafns are 
the Tenants in j^q longer mentioned in the Commifiions of the Tax- 

fncient De- r-y ' r^ 

meafns are no ors and Colle<3ors, as Grantors of thofe Taxes. 

longer menti- 
oned as Gran- 
tors of Taxes Before this time there were two chief Taxors ap^ 

Commiffions pointed by the King in every County, who appoint- 
manner*of Le- ^^ twelve in every hundred, to raife every Man's 
vyihg Taxes. Perfonal Eftate according to the true value, and then 

to levy a thirtieth, or an eighteenth part of it, as it 
was granted by the Earls, Barons and Knights 
of Shire in Parliament. They alfo appointed 
fuch and as many as they thought fit in every City^ 
Burgh and Town of the King's Demeafns, to inquire 
into every Man's Perfonal Eftate in thofe places, 
and find out the true value of it, and then to levy a 
' twentieth, or twelfth part of it, as it had been 
granted by the Citifcns, Burgefles and Tenants of 

the 
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the King's ancient Demeafns in Parliament. And 
that they might tax and value every man's Eibtp' 
truly and really, the Taxors were fwom not to 
* do otherwife for love^ hatred, favor, gift or pro- 
mife. See the [3] Form of taxing and levying the fs] '^^^ ^•* 
30th and 20th part granted to King Edward the Tem. Trinit. 
Firfl, made by him and his council in the 34th ^^Ij,^^* 
year of his reign, as it was delivered to the chief ^nS^ 
Taxors of ^trj County with the oath. See the 
liJbe [1^ j Form in the 1 2th of Edward the Second, M ^^"^^ ^^ 
for taxing and levying an 18th granted by the Earls, ¥enn. Trini^ 
^fron^, ore. and a 12th by the Citizens, Bur- 4rS?^^ *ES! 
ge0£S, and Tenants of ancient Demeafns. 

I^.t}^ Eighth of Edward the Thirds upon [5] [5)Ptt.t48.|. 
coniplalat of the Barons^ Knight, Citizens and '^Vocc^m 
Btirg^fo to the King in Parliament, that the Tax- ^2?V°*^ 
Itf9 aod CoUe&ors for bribes fpared fome ffien, and df Fifteenth 
byiOnlpur of their office extorted from others mora ^^ Tcntht* 
than they ought to pay, and applied it to their own 
ttfe ; with requeft to him, that they might pay to- 
ward the 15th ^nd loth then granted, as they had 
done to the laft loth and 15th. There were fent 
Commiffoners into every County in England, to 
agifse and compound with the inhabitants of every 
Tpwo ^hat was to pay a fifteenth ^ and alfo wit& 
tlir cwHUunities of Cities and Bivghs, and men of 
l3^ TwMm of ancient Demeafns, which paid a 

fCMbs 4^ TiLACTAKOUM ^ CoHCOEDANDUM 
turn, jCpmiUN^TATI^US CiVJTATyM & BuR« 

CORUM, ac HoMiNiBUS Villarumj &D0MIKICO- 
UMU Mififirmni pu bujufmM'DzciMAVL & Qgm* 
r AM *D€€ll« AM JkhwTi ppuMiwr^ for the funis th^ 
■rape to |my & wlbich iua:^ was fixed upon the par- 
itciilar TiOiRnss Cities and fiur^ for the£xtur^ 
md 4dU€^^ Wd. rat^d i«ot;,jccwBianly by ^19 

G' inhabitants 
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King** Remeiii- 
VnBcer in the 
Escheqoer. 

•.Every Town 
^here that paid 
a Tenth, and 
was neither 
City nor 
Burgh, was . • 
andcntDe 
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inhabitants (I fuppofe) amongft themfelves; the 
chief Colle£^ors and Taxors in every County were 
reierved to be taxed by the Treafurer and Barons 
of the Exchequer as before. 

I could never find the roll, or any book of this 
cftablifliment of this eighth year of King Edward 
the Third. But in a [6] book bf fifteenths and 
tenths in the third year of King Henry the Fifth, 
where the particular fums of every ordinary Town, 
and of every City, Burgh, and * Town of ancient 
Demeafns in all Counties in England are noted, 
there is often reference to the particulars of fuch a 
Roll in that eighth year. After which time, wbtn 
tenths and fifteenths were reduced to a certaintf, 
the Parliament for the moft part granted Taxes 
of thofe denominations, half a tenth, and iifteendi, 
a whole tenth, and fifteenth, two tenths, and two 
fifteenths, &c. according to the exigency of At 
king's aflfairs. 

There hath been often mention' made of the 
King's Demea^h Cities and Burghs, as well as of 
his Tenants of ancient Demeafn, in this Tneatife. 
And it will much tend to the underilanding of it, 
and of ancient Records and Hiftory where they ait 
mentioned, to know what they were. And if they 
be duly confidered, they are not much iuilike one 
another, having their names from the (kme thing, 
that is, from holding of the King by Fee-farm. 

For thoie Town and Lands which are found ia 
Domefday-Books under theTitle of TfiRR a Rxgi^ 
wene then and afterwards kept in his hands, and 
managed by Prapifiti^ or Bayliffs, (as were moft 
•f the Towns and Lands of Biibops, Abbst^ 

PriofSi 
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Priors, Earls, BaroAs, and other great Men) and 
called his,' and their Demeafiis j which in procefs 
of time were let to Farm to Tenants for 2k conildcr- 
able partlof their true value, an half part^ third or 
fourdi at leaft, and this Rent was called a Fee- 
Farm-Rent, the Tenants efteeming what thefe 
Eftates were above the Rient, Or in iefpe£t of the 
Tenure, to be to them, «/, or tanfuam defeodoy as 
if they were holden in Fee, paying their Rent,, ^and . 
Tallages^ 

Of the fame condition were Cities and Burghs; 
at firft.^they were kept in the King's hands, and 
the cuftoms and profits, that arofe frcnn trade, ga- 
thered Jby his Bayiifis and Officers, which af^- 
isfird were let out in Fee-Farm, to the communi- 
ties of Cities and Burghs, which commoilly were 
made fuch, ,by the fame. Charters by which the 
Cufloms in kind, or the true value of them^ as 
the^ coUel^d^ were 'changed into Fee-Farm Rents^ 
and the King's O^Sicet's^ or others in lieu pf them, 
wei^lpmadf Oncers as well to the Cities and Burghs^ 
as to himftlf. This is /dearly apparent from the 
Narrative of .Great Yarmouth, in the Appendix 
If. I. A. N. I. B; and from the Charter N. 2, as 
alfo from the fecond Charter of Donewic, N. 3. B. 
imd from others. And may further be confirmed 
by the follovfing Record, 

ilmtnuttiunia [7] Homhumti Burgenjbm Ftrma" [7] Adventut 

rionm Diver/arum FiUatarumzd Feodi Firmam de ^^^^i^.^. 

Rege ttnentium qui non verurunt ad Seaccanum zAfa" finiente, inci^ 

ikndum Proffrum difrmrfuu in; CraJHm San^i Mi- craitino sanai 

chadii JUMtUgm Regis Edwards Tirtii pcjl an- Jfj^J^^^^he. 

JpsfftumVl imspiintij V fimnU.' faura. in $ca6- 

\ carlo* 

G 2 Northum^ 
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{Di hmUuknx nilm .4i B^mi-^ 
bu.gh 4«i^ llji. t«^ 

Bid^rd. D4 HmittUus FtiU Bdkford fr^ 

eodem V Men. 

Effix. Dt Himnihttt VHLe de Colcfaeftre 

fr% i9dim I V Mtfi, 

Dirfit. Di Hmnitdhu yrn^ de Brudport 

pro eodem V. Mire. 

Et MifMrandum quod hujufmodi Firmarii, & §Sa 
Vicecomites li Ballivi com/hmU mod§ mternmdjimt 
pro no» Adventufiio ad Proffiimfuum tfrnp^re^Rtpo 
EdwtvrMfilii Regis Hemidy Jkui coiftinoiwr im Aitrn^ 
rofidis Jmd XVIII i^JSem interCo^mumk di Ton&io 
SiiaSi ASchaelis, 

The Amerciaments of the Men and Burgeffi^ 

Fanner^ of divers Towns, holdene^tlie fOi^U 

Fee-farm, who came not to the fiiedleque^ cir 

• At this time Scaccar, to make the pnthr, {u c. Ae • liegfimiiig 

jSdr xf^unti ^ *^^ Accounts) on the morrow of fit Michael 

for that half ^ in the Year of the Reign of King Edward the 

ItaMii^m'm^ Third, after the Conqueft bq^nfog the-Sixdi^ 

part of their • ending thetFlfth. 

Rent, whieh ^ 

was called 

thtirpr^r. fOf th^McJ^i of UitTownl 

Iof Bamturg6j^)te9i}ik\ 
they came not to the ( ^ 
Scicar to tnate theirp^*-***-/* 
' ptdltratdieOzjrafoie- f 
faid. J 

f Of the Mfcn of Ae Town V 
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(Of the Men of the Town 1 
^ Cokbifterioxihtbmt. >Fivi Marks. 
r Of the Men of the Town:? 
D^rfa. I of Bru(^ for l^titSpi^' Marks. 
^ fame. 3 
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It camiot be denied^ ^at many Towns which 
are now Parliameiit fiurghs were the ancient Ce* 
meaiiie of the Crown, and that the Lands belong-, 
iiig to them- were holden in Fee-Farm. But then 
U jnuft be eoniidered^ that the Towns and Lands 
lb holdetty were helden by particular men^ by grant 
from the Crown, and as Tenants to the Manor, 
where ^ Lands lay, or Co fome other Manor, at 
ibme diflance from them, and therefore for this rea- 
fon, they could not be caIled,Cmfti/«C^5«r;yi2J^/- ^.^ 
met Rigis^ The King'sDemeafn Chides and Burghs Buith? why 
|»iit mufir be i6 called, by reason of the Fee-Farm ^^^ ^^^ 
they paid as Cities and Burghs, as Communities, Bursht. 
Corpora^ns and Bodies Politique, conftituted by 
the King's Charters, with liberty of free trading, 
. ttom #hich Trade, or from Tolls and Cuftoms 
<dieieby happemngv tbeFe^•Farms of fuch Qcm^ 
onuiiiies aroie, and from henco the Burge^ of t 
fiich. places, as Burgefies, were called the Soughs 
t'imiers, or Tenants in Fee^Farm. 

ffaving feen what the ChknHiS ii Burp D^m^ 
nitiRiph the King's Demealb Cities and Burghs 
woe, we fliall nexrfliew what, and how many of 
tihe pitfent Parliament Burghs were ancient De* 
meafnt. And in doing this, I will follow the di- 
ttsBdtiti of an ancient [8] Writ, to the Treafurer rs] oi<i Kegl- 
an« Baniitf of the Exchequer, in 48th of Edward ^l^fi^^J^ 
d» Third, wfaca die Men of th» Town of Lindon 
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in the County of Roteland, complained to tjie King, 
that notwithftanding it was neither Burgh nor an- 
cient Demeafn of the Crown, yet it was taxed 4 
tenth, whereas they" fhould have been taxed only a 
fifteenth, in this cafe the King commands the 
Trcafurcr and Barons of the Exchequer, that if it 
did appear by his Book called DomeAlay, or by other 
Rolls and Memorials of the Exchequer, or any 
other competent way, that it was neither Burgh 
nor ancient Demealh, they fhould accept a fifteenth 
and difcharge them of the tenth, &c. Fobis mando' 
tnus quod Jt per Librum r^ftrum qui vacatur Domes- 
day, vel per alios RorvLos & Memoranda &»r- 
car a fiue alio modo competent i diffam Fillam Burgwn 
vel de ANTiquO DdMiNico Corona nojhra nonefi 
invemre contlgerity b^Cm 

" From thi^ Book therefore of DomeOay, and 
other Records it will mahifelHy appear, which (^ 
(he prefent Burghs were iincient Demeafns, 

How many of In Befkihire New-Windfor, and Reading in 
fthfw/rt Bucfcinghamftiire, Wickham, Wcndover, Aylcf- 
only Towni ia bufy then no Burghs. - In Devonfhire, Baniftable, 
mcAdl *" Plimpton, Taviftoke,. i^ibburton, Tiverton, the 

four laft then no Burghs* Dorfetihire, Melcomb 
then no Burgh. EfTex, Maldon. Gloucefterfhire^ 
Tewkefbury, Cirenceftfer, the laft then no Burgh. 
Herefordfhire, Lemfter then no Burgh. Hunting- 
donfhire, Huntingdon 3 Henri Quinti. Lincoln- 
fhire, Grantham, Grimelby, then the laft no 
Burgh. Norfolk, City of Norwich, Great Yar- 
moth, . Thetford. Oxfordihire, Woodftooke, but 
then no Burgh. Somerfetfhire, Ilchefters Mil- 
borne, Hampihire, Andover, Stafiordibirey Xaoif- 
worth. Suffolk^ Ipfvicb; Surry, Guildford, 

Wiltlhirc, 
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Wilrfhifr, Wilton, Weftbury, Cain, Chcpeham, 
now Chippenliam, Cricklade, Bedwin, then the 
laft Weftbury and Chepeham no Burghs* York- 
fhire, Knarefburg, Malton, Thre(ke, Alvertune, 
then no Burghs. All thefe Towns ar^ to be found 
under the Title of Terra Regisj the King's land in 
Domeiday Books, in the feveral Cpifnties, except 
Wicomb, which is to be found in Buckinghaoit 
fliire, under the Title of Terra EpifcopiWintmenp^ 
and was alloted to the Monks of Winchefter fof 
their Diet, both before and after the Conqueft. 
Hoc * Manerium (i. e. Wicomh.) fuit ^ ejl advi^fum « i>oi^e«. f, 
JltonaforumWintomenfiim* But how I cannot fay^ H3« BtCol.^» 
this Town afterwards came into the King's hands, 
apd w^s the.Oemeafn of the Crown. For in the 
[9] Fifth of his Reign King Jphn granted it In W ^^^ 5^ 
Fee-Farm, at the Rent of 20I. per annum, and 
the fervice of one Knights Fee, to Alan Baflet, 
and King Henry the Thjird, in the 33d year of his 
Reign, when he taxed his Demeafns at the requeft 
of Philip BafTet his Son, direaed his Writ to the 
Sheriff of Buckinghamfliire to impofe a reafonable • 
tallage upon the Tenants of Philip in Wicomb, 99 
having been once the Demeafn of -his progenitors 
as appears by .the Writ itfelf. [i] ^{a J^:^ Tal- m Qlanf. 33* 
parifacit Dominica fua Mandatum eft Vicecomiii Bucisy Jj^,? * ^ 
fuod habere faciat Philippo Bajfet RationabiU Tallagium 
de Hominibus fuis de eo Tenentibus in Manerio di Wj* 
iumby quod aliquando fuit Dgmini^uM Pntdecejforum 
Regis J Regum Anglia. Tefte Rege apud Weftminft^ 
Yicejimo OSfavo Die De^mb* 

Befides the Towns above-mentioned to be foupd 
in Domefday«Book, in the feveral Counties under 
the Title of Terra Regisj the King's Lands, that 
frere holden of him^ and were ancient Demeafns, 

ff 
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(Mr his Mimorfr; Outldibrd in Surry at the time of 
msdciitg the C^querors Airvey, waaf the King's 
Lind, but tilen no Burgh, Domdday-Book, f. 30* 

a. Col. |. Gaton or Gatton in the fame Couiitjr^ 
was tAe Bi&op of Baycux his land, ibid. f. 3^1. b. 
(}6t. I. Then no Bur]^; this Town cfchcattil 
or reverted to the Crown after hjs dea^,. or - pefv 
^ps before by forfetturre^ when he was imprifimcd 
is a Traytbr by his half-brother King WilKanij 
A. i). 1085, Dorchcfter in pbrfetflfire, defcribed 
(y itfelf with its Cufioms, ibid, f. 75. a. Col. i, 
and then under the Tit]e of Terra RigsXy 9^2, vcrjr 
great M^or only, ibid. Col. 2. l^oot in the fane 
County is not fo be found in Pomefday-^Book s 'tis 
W Hamlet of Canford or Chenford, which was the 
King^s Land, and holden of him by Edward of 
Salifbury. Edwardus de Sarijburia tin$t de Ajp 
'Cbevifird^ &c. f. $b. b. Col. i. Corf in the faUR 
County was the King's Land, then no Burgh, and 
holden of him by Rol>ert Fitz-Gerold. Rahrtuf 
JUius G$roldi titutde Kege Ccrf^ &c. ibid. The May- 
or of this place is cbofen and fworn in the Court- 
Lcet. Marlave or Marlow in Buckinghamihixe, 
is to be found under the Title of Terrq K^tuf 3dt^ 
tiUis^ and fo Crown-Land, but no Burgh, deficribed 
only as a great Manor, ibid. f. 152, b. Col..r. 
Newton in Lancaihire, holden of the King, aad 
was ancient ppnea(hs,ahen no Burgh, ibid, f, 250. 

b. Col. 2. f. 260. a. Co}. I. 



jhM King'! There were alfo other Towns, that appear to 

dwi'De^'oS ^*^ *^" ^ King's Towns or Demeafns by odier 
*«a<j^ Records, Old Sarum in Wiltfhirc, or the Old 

Caftleof Salifbury, was the King's Demeafns. See 
Charter the nth of flen. 3. for the foundatioa of 
the Chmdi and City crf'New Sanun. Exccfier in 

Devo^fhixe 
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Mre was tbe King's City* and Demeaibs^ 
Cart, 13 Edw. i.p^r infpmnms^ and here foh 46. A# 
The MiuMHT of ClMiiUChurcb in Haapibire^ witli 
the LniheritanGe, was ^onireyed to King.Sdw. x* 
by Avelin de Fortibas, Countefs of Devonihirc* 
JPat ai Edw. |. M^ 3. The fworn Burgefles of 
the Baron Jj^ry of the Court in this Town^ chooft^ 
twFo Perfoixs, wd prefent them to tbe Steward, of 
which he jtaketh ope, apd fwears him Mayor $ they 
a^ choo(e ^l^jpnLftt-Men. Hcdon in Yorklhire 
Waa paiBed to the fame King by way of fxdiiangf:^ 
^lauC 4. £dw. I. M. 7* in Cedula. Leflwithiei 
ill Cornwall was the Kipg'ji Tow^i Rot. Pari. 8» 
Edw. 2. N. 4i» Dorchefier and Lima in Dorfet- 
(hire, werQ the King's Demeaih Burghs, Rot. 
Pa4* tip Hen. 4. N. 5^ 55. Newcaftle under 
Line in Stafibrdfliire, and Higham Ferrers in Nor* 
thamptonlbire, were both the King's Manors, Rot. 
P^tfl. 38 H. 6, N. 38, TheCityofWinchcfterin 
flampihire, held of the King in Fee»Farm, paying 
17,0 Marks per Annum, and ibme part of it was 
]ioldeii of him in Capite, Rot. Pari. 1 1 Hen. 4. 
K* 57» Stockbridge in Hampihire, the Parlia- 
IBcni-Men are returned by the Steward of the Leet 
pr Comt-Baron. The Burgefles of Agmondefbam 
in Bucks sue chofen by the Homage in the Court- 
Baron : And note, diat wherever the May<»r, Bay- 
liffs and Burgeiles are chofen by the Jury in a Court* 
JSaron, or at the Leet, they were Towns in an- 
cient Demealhs \ or where the returns of Parlia- 
snent-Members have been, or are now made by the 
Lord or Lady of the Manor, as at * Aylefbury in ^ X" the Addi- 
Bucks, or their Steward. The Cooftable of the l^An'^iJ!)^ 
place, an ordinary BayliiF, or fuch inferior Oft- '^^ *i* *^ 
cer. They were alfo Towns in ancient Demeafns. 
And further, 'tis not to be doubted, but there are 
jnsny iiviU Tmt&iIi Manors and Placet, nowie- 

^ted 
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puted Burghs, wbich were not fuch at the making 
of Domcfdajr-Book, or the Conquerors Survey, 
nor perhaps were they the King's Demeafn^ at that 
time. But thpfe Manors and Towns, n^ight have : 
come to the Crown afterwards, by efcheat or for- 
feiture, before there were any fumnioris ifliiedfor. 
the choice of Citizens apd Purgefles. And (b the 
i»8et here from Sheriffs theii (to whofe * difcretion it was left to di- 
Foi. 51. to foU i-ca them) might fend precepts to fuc|^ of the King's 

Towns as they thought to be, or named Burghs^* 
to fend Repreientatives to Parliament. Whether 
they were real Burghs or not ^ or inftead of Burghs, 
mig|it dired tl^eir prec^epts upon the Writ to fuch 
of the King's Towns, and Pemeafns^ as by exer- 
cifing Trade, and fifing fome franchifes and liber- 
ties by connivance, and und^r ftelter of the roy4 
proteftion, had the appearance of Burghs, 

[2] The time I" CornwaJl at the [2] time of the Survey,^ none 
•f Domcfdi"^ of the now Burghs were pJaced- under the Title rf 
Book which Terra Regis^ unlefs that which was then called 
fceinCornwaU. Henliftone, and dcfcribedas an ordinary Tgwn, 
, be now Helfton, nor had any of them at the tiriic 
[3] Domefd. in aforcfaid, the title of Burghs, [3] EccUfia San^H 
Cornwall, fub Germany that Manor or Parifli confifted of tweni 
Ipifcop. Ex- ty-four Hides, whereof the Bifliop of Exceftcr had 
ccftrcn. twelve, and the Canons of the place had twelve, 

what belonged to the Bifhop was valued at 81. by 
the Year, what belonged to the Canons was va- 
lued at an hundred fhilHngs. In hoc Manerio eft 
Mercatum in Die D:minicofed ad rnchiltem redigttur 
fro MercatQ Cotnitis Moritonii quod ibi eft proximuntj 
in this Manor is a Market on the Lord's Day, but 
'tis reduced to nothing by reafon of the Market of 
(he Earl of Moreton, that is- very near. • ' 

The 
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The Earl of Moreton [4] holds Lifcarret, there [4] ibid. Sub. 
4efcribecl as an ordinary Town, the fame holds c^it.^ori- 
Fawintorje, there defcribed as an ordinary Town, ??"• ^« "»• B. 
Parifli or Village, the fame holds Dunheyet (now 
Lancefton) ibi Cajlrum ComtttSy there is the Earl^ 
CafUe, or the head of the County. 

The £5] Church ofSt. Petroc holds Bodmine^ [5]jbid.f. n 
jhere St. Petroc hath nxty-eight Houfes, and a ^•^^•*' 
Market, the whole is valued at XXXV (hilling 
by the year. 

No other names of the prefent Burghs in Corn- 
ipeall to be found in Domefday-Book, or other 
thifigs of thelb. 

In Devonfbire, bepdes what were mentioned be^ 
fore under the Title of Terra Regis ; there is Ex- 
jCefler Burgus defcribed by itfelf, Honetone under 
the Title of Terra Cofnitis Moretonenfts but no Burgh. 
Totnais Burgus, under the Title of Terra Judhael 
Ji TftBaifj and Ochmentone (I fuppofenow Oak- 
hampton) Burgus, under the Title of Baldwin the 
iSheriflP. Baldwinus Vicecomes [6] Tenet Ochemmtone [6] Ibid. f. iq^, 
Ji Rigiy ibi fedet CaJieUum^ ibi qualmr Burgenfes^ ^•^*- *• 

CsT AUrcatum valet IIII Solidos* 

%, ■ ■ 

No other Names of the prefent Burghs to be 
iound in this County, in Domefday-Book, unlefs, 
as hath been noted before, thofe which are placed 
under the Title of Terra^Rigis. 

In Wiltfliire, t)efides what were reckoned before 
under the Title of Terra-Regis^ there is [7] Wlbid.foL 
Malmefbury defcribed by itfelf; Merleberg is de- *** ^ '* 
Icribeii as an ordinary Town, no Buxgh. Duntone 
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is placed under the Title of Trrra Epifcopi IFinUm* 

atfisy no Burgh, but defcribed as an ordinary TowoL 

r&] HMd. iol, Salifbury is under the Tide of [8] Terra Epifitpi 

^A.OA. u SaUJberienfo^ no Burgh, but defcribed as a very 

great Manor ; and as other country Towns, only 
thus in part of the defcription. In H^ikunevii* Bar* 
gtnfti pertinenUs buic Manerio^ reddunt Ixv. Dgnarin* 
[9] Eteibery (I fuppofe now Heytfbury) under the 
Title of Terra Muredi de Ifpania^ and is thai 
[]]lbM. foL defcribed, Jkredus [i'\ de l^ama Tetut de i^fi 
W-A.C4.1. jf^j^^i^^ A|,wi Temi Tempore Reps Edumih 

valmt iiiU medip Hit L 

Noothern^unesof the prefent Burghs (o bcfimd 
in the Defcription of Wiltibire, but fiidi 9% WOS 
ancient JOemeafos. 

And fe it is in other Shires and Comities^ iM 
dpecially as have now many Burghs in tfceni^ as 
Somerfetfliire, Hamplbire, Suflbc, Lanraihtre aaj 
Yorkihire, in every of th^ there are now feycnl 
real or reputed Burghs, whofe names are oof |tf !• 
found in the Conqueror's Survey* 



The Origimi And therefore we are next to (hew, or at. 

ji^lLT^ make a probable conjcaurt, What the or^tiial dl, 

many (if not all) our prefent Burghs was ; which 
to me feems to have been only from CharteK. We 

will begin with tbofe of Cornwall, which aic 
ebfcure, and then inftance in fome otbeiSr 



HtUii^. For the Burgh of HcIIefton, fee Appcffdia^ 

Numb. 8* 



Tom^ 



Mnglijb Burghs^ or Ewrmtf^. 9g- 

TfcuUQ, Tniru, or Triucreu, was feme time the Trurd.. 
pqfiilioa <>f Richard de Lucy, a perfon of great 
i^e \j^ the reigns of King Stephen, and H^nry the 
Second ; in the eighth of whofe Reign he was . 
ipade Juftice of England. From him it came to 
Reginald Fltz-Roy, whowas one of the illegitimate 
Sons of King Henry the Firft, and wa3 [2] created [2] Dug^* 
Earl of Cornwall by King Stephen in the Fifth of 0^^"'**' 
1^ Ri%Q» and died in the 21ft of Henry the Se- 
cond* He, by bi3 Charter, granted to his free 
£Mi;gefles of Triuereu, that they ihould have all 
their free Cuftoms, and fuch as were uied in Cities^ 
and the fame in all things which they had in thd 
time of Richard de Lucy : (That is to iay) Sac^ 
S^f 7^4 fiittt^ and Infgngimtbufi and granted 
^em, that they ibould not plead or beprofecuted 
in Hundred or County-Courts, nor for any fum» 
V^oSBfi, ihguld go any where to any I^w-bufinef^ 
IH^iioj^t the Town of Triuereu ^ and that they 
^11}^ j>e quit from paying Toll through a{l Corn- 
jvalj^ in Fairs and Markets, and whefefoever they 
bp^g^^ jmd fold. And that for the goods they 
tJodMi^ when jthey were not paid, they might 
^i^l^. ^eir debtors, when they found them in 
thoif XpMfn. The X!harter it&lf runs thus : 

; I - Mi^iufUus Regis Filius Cmut [3] Cmiubw. On^* [^1 Ciit. ^r 
m^ fiw9n^ Corrmki0 Si mmbus Mtlitibus^ ^ , Ed.'r.K.6i, 
mnmbus Liberi'Tenentibus^ isf ommbus Tarn j^t^lids 
fuam Cornubsenfibusy falutem. Sciatisj quod concejji 
jU^kmft ^u^GENS^qsus mis de Triuereu b^Aen ^^^ charter 

JiWrLlBfiRAS CoN^UETUDINfiS & UrbANAS, CsT of Tntio. 

4Mmjm omtiiiffss quas hajfUfirwit in Timpere Ri.c ardx 
4ir JLrVCVj f4li0 S^ACHAM, fst SocHAM, a TOLI^ 
fff T:m;ji^ (^ IvrAKGfiNETHIJJF & OiMceJi its quad 

^m^tittim »v» Hpvmw9i9^n0c CojiixATiBw, 

Tiec 
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Ht€ pro aliqua fummoniti&ne eant ad placttandum aliaJi 
extra viUam de Triuereu, & quid quieti fau di 
Tholneo dandoper totam Cornubiam in feriis, & 
in foris, & ubicUnque enierint ^ vemSderint^ (^ ftt§d 
di petunia eorum accreditay & non reddita Namum 
iopianti in Villa fua de Dibitoribus fuis. HisTefiHn^ 
&r. without Date. 

In the bmt Record it follawis thus : Infpexima 
Miam Cbartam quam Henricus proavus N9fter (Henry 
the Second, ¥^o was Great Grandfather to Edwaid 
the Firft)yf«l eifdem Burgenjihus in hac Verba. Hm^ 
fiats Dei Gratia Rex Anglia^ & Dux, Nomummaj Sr 
jfquitania bf Comes Andegavia^ Jrchiepifcopis^ E^fa^ 
pis^yfbbatibusy Comitibus, Baronibiitj yufticiiariis^ Vw' 
amitibusj MinifirisV omnibus fidelibus fiiis Fronds^ 6^ 
Tfnglisy totius Anglije, bf CokvvbjMj Sidatem. 
Sciatis me ConceJJiJfe & Prafenti Carta Conjihmfi 
BuRGENSiBUS Ricbardi de Lucy de Triu£R£It'«k- 
Ties Libortates & Laberas ConfuetudineSj fuas Coif BS 
Reginaldus Abunculus meus, (bafe S(hi to 
Henry the Firft, and fo Brother to Maud the 
Emprefs) rationabiUter dedit * eis bf canaffit fitwt 
Tart a ipfius Comitis Teftatur^ quart voU^ ffa 
Tefiibus R. Epifcopo Winton^ ^e. without date, bedi 
which Charters Edward the Firft confirmed by his 
• A. R 1384. Charter, dated on the 12th of June, in Ae * ijdi 

of his Reign, Edmund then Earl of Cornwall be^ 
ing a witnefs to it. 



Richard, brother to King Henry the Third, iM 
[4] Cart. 15. created Earl of Cprnwall In the [4} fifteendi yet^ 
MPat.^.*^ of his Reign, who by his [5] Charter, Wtdkmt 
Hen. $. put. 3. date made Dunreved or Lance^toH a free 
^^^^l ^' Burgh, and amongft other HBorties, granted td 

the Burgefies to cboofe their own Biqrl^ wli* 



ingltjk Airght^ or ^orluj^i. ^ 

Were toanfwer the Farm of the Burgh, which was Dunheved 
to hiinfelf an hiTndhrtd Shillings^ to the priory of ^ Lance- 
St. Stephen in Lancefton, fixty^Ave Shillings and 
ten»pence, and to the lepers of St. Leonard of 

• Lancefton an. hundred Shillings of his Alms. He 
granted themalfo-Ci^iTW Placeahi^ where they fliduld 
think it rnoft* decent and honourable, ta ere£t a 

" Guildhall in the iame Burgh, to hold -of him and 
fais' beirs^ by a pouhdHtf pepper to be paid yearly at 
Michaelmas for all fer^tce and denoand whatever^ 
he granted alfo they (hould not be taxed when the 
06u)^ty was^ rior tklliated, by him or his heirs, * - 

iVhen the King talliated all his Burghs in England. 
Et [6 J ^od fdfn Talliatatir fir fus vd Hartdes noftros [<>] Ibid. 
^d Tlnnpus quando J^mhms Rex omms Burgos Ju$s per 
JngUam TaUiaaeriu There were Burgeifes inha- 
biting in,- or beloi^ing to the Caftleof this Town 
in the Time of King Henry the Second, who had 
certain liberties and privileges, as appears by the 
•CfiarterofHellefton in the. Appendix, N. 8. . - 



. i. 



The fame Earl Richard made Liskejleth or Lelkard. 
.Ll^KA&D a fceQBurght and granted to the Bur- 
.{{cfies [7] alltthofe liber-tiies and free cuftoms which, [7] P«t^ 2. E. 3. 
by his Charter iie had granted to his Burgeffes of pe^'i^pexi-*^ 
Lancefton and Hellefton. This Charter is dated "*»•• 
5 JwUi'^ in the 24th of his Brother Henry the 
Tdiird. ^. jD. 1^40.. 



■ I » 



. . Edmund E^xjt of Cprnwall his . Son in the [8] [8]ibU. 
ITbkd of- £dwa^4 tl>e Firft, granted this whole 
:. Burgh, .with the rent/of the fame, and his Mills 
. of Bfvigara, an4 ^opyiU with the Hill of Bodgara 
. and the Meadows belonging to the Mills, with the 
. Toll of the Marilpi^t ^mvI Fairs, and alfo all fines, 
^fBul&s and perquifites of the fame Burgh, belong- 
ing 



A TftEAtlSfirf 

iog to hilQ aiHl bis heirs in Fce-Farniy it the timai 

6f eighteen Pounds ^rling, to be paid to- him of 

his heirs by the hands of his SeiuJcAai of Cornwall 

[9] Jhii. V7 equal portions at Eafter and Michaebnas, [9] 

except to himfejf and heirs, that they might talli-^ 
ate the iiiid Burgh, as often and when the SHing of 
England did tidliate his Cities and Burghs. Sah§ 
nMs & Hatidikus no^is fmd pradUhm Bwrgwm 
TaBUarg fijffimmsy qu$iitf€unfit0 Jhmimu Mix A^Ut 
CiviUin & Burnufmn TaSummU 

rr]Cart.f|. The fame Earl Richard, [i] granted 10 ijlf 

Wi^ut"^ ^^^ «>d Canons of Bodmin, a free Mmiami^ 
Vodmia. Gild, {Giu>AU MtitCATO&iAM) in tfiat To«v!P| 

and tlMt their Burgeflb ibould be free and^uit qf 
all oufloms and esxatfiions tbroMgh all Qon^waUl, fv 
the yearly Rent of forty-tfar^ fluttiftg^ ^Wi4 (pvs^ 
fence without date^ &c. 

The /lunc Earl when he vas Kingof tfeRo- 
fi] Cart. 19. mans, [2] in the 12th year of his Reign [3] made 
E4. 2* n. H«.4y Loftwttl^iel and Penknek one Sk€ Bncaht mllhat 

Intpcximuf. . ^ 

£3] A.D. 1269, his Bui^;efles tfaeni fhould have a Aleicluuic^ild^ 

VtAim^eh ^"^ ^^^^ proceeds and grants them fturtbcf I^lmtiip^. 

in the (ame words with thofeof TmiOi 

t 

Graant* J^bn of Eltham fecond fen to Edwasd At S|m 

pottnc. cond, was Earl of Cornwall, who [4I gave aai 

s.paru 'd'nu'j. granted to hia Burgefles of Grauntpount,or Great* 
ky in^c^oi. g^jjgg jjj Cornwall, the whole To#n, aailbve. 

ral other Lands abuttalled and "boimded in his 
Charter, and made it a free Buffgh, w4iic3il A^ 
wereto hold of him and his heirs. for ever ia Foa* 
Farm, paying at the feafts of Ealter and AlfidMHl- 
nai^ twelve pounds, deven ttUmgi ioA 'hm^ 
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pence. This Charter * bears date the fixth of *vid Cart. 6. 
Odober in the feventh year of his dcareft broiiit^r To which this 

King Edward. John Earl of 

° Cornwal, io 

named there, 

Reginald de Valle Torta, or Vautort, who [5] J^^ Dugd.^Ba- 
lived in the time of King John, and died in the ^**° ^- **• ^°^' 
30th of Henry III. was Lord of the Honor and 
Caftlc of Trematon, which was head of it, to it 
[5] belonged fifty-nine fees of the yearly value of [6] Rot. Ef. 
2CqL 6s. 8d. As the Earls of Cornwal exercifcd ^^^«^" *^- ^**- 

'^y i.n. 44* 

their yura Regalia in ereiling of Burghs in the Efla, or Sal- 
County, fo this Reginald and his anteceflbrs, exer- ^^* 
ciied theirs in erefting the Burgh of Efla, or Sal- 
talh, within'their Honor of Trematon, 

[7] Sciant prafentes ^ futuri^ quod ego Reginaldus [7] Pat. 5. Ric. 
A Valle Torta Dedi b^ concejji ^ hac prafenti carta ^'^inf iiSiw? 
nud confirmavi liberis Burgenfibui meis de ejfa omnes It- 
birtates Iff liberas confuetudines fuas hie fub-^ 
fcriptas^ quas habuerunt tempore antecejforum meorum^ 
i^c» which were many, and amongfl: them thefe, 
that they Ihould choofe their own BaylifF or,Mayor i 
that they (hould have the whole toll of bread, to^ 
turn poms Theloneum \ and, that none of his Biir- 
gefles (hould be taken and carried to his cafUe, if 
they were able to find fu£Scient fureties of their 
Peers, for their tranfgreffions. This Charter was 
confirmed by Richard the Second, utfupra. 

This Burgh of Efla is now called [8] Saltafh, [S] Carew's 
which lies in the fame parifli of St, Stephen's, ctmwaC p. 
wherein the Caftle of Tremeton, the head of that "'• ^' ^ P- 

«-«t .1 1 1- 1 ^ « i^s 0. . 112. b.pnnte4 

Honor now doth, or then did ftand. Thefe in- a. d. 1602. 
fiances are fufficient for Cornwal, fome few do 
fbllMr in other counties. 

H Baldwin 
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9] Cart. 13* 

!• n. 64* 
by Infpeximut* 

Plympton. 



[1] Cart. 2. Ed. 
3. n« 6. by 
Infpeximus. 

Prefton. 
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Baldwin de Rcdvcrys, [9] Earl of Dcron and 
Lord of the Ifle (that is, Wight) in the 26th of 
Henry the Third granted to his Burgeiles of Plymp- 
ton, his whole Burgh of Plympton, with the market 
and fairs, and all appurtenances to the faid Burgh 
belonging, to have and to hold to them and their 
heirs of him and his heirs for ever, fo freely and 
quietly, with all liberties and free cuftoms, e$ modi 
Jicut Gives Exonia melius Cff liberius habent vel habere 
debent in Civitatefua Exonia^ quam de Rege tenenty in 
the fame manner as the Citizens of Excefter, beft 
or moft freely have, or ought to have in their City, 
which they held of the King ; this charter was con- 
firmed by Edward the Firft, as above. 

Prefl-onin Lancafhire, [i] made a, Burgh by 
King Henry the Second, had new liberties granted 
by King John, when Earl ofMoreton and Lan- 
cafter, confirmed by King Henry the Third, and 
Edward the Third. 



[2] Cart. XI. 
£d. 3. m. 22. 
n 39. by 
Infpeximus. 

Lancafler. 



The fame John Earl of Moreton and Lancaffer, 
[2 J granted and confirmed to his BurgeAes of that 
Town, in the Fourth pf Richard the Firft, all the 
liberties which he bad granted to the Burgefles of 
Briflol, and furthermore releafed to them the fuit 
they ought to his milt, and acquitted them from 
ploughing his lands, and performing other fervile 
cufloms. Johannes Comes Moreton omnibus hamimbus 
£sf amicis fuis Francis Cff Anglicis prafentibus ^ futu^ 
riSf Salutem. Sdatisj me concejjijfe Csf hac Carta meA 
confirmajfe Burgenjibus meis Lancaftria omfies Liberia^ 
tis quas Burgenfibus Briftol concejji. Praterea clamavi 
iofdem Burgenfes quietos de SeSia Molendini^ & de Am* 
ra^ IS de aliis Servilibus Confuetudinibus quas facere fi^ 

lebam^ 
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iebdnty (ffc. This charter was confirmed by this 
John, when King, and by Edward the Third, in 
the Eleventh of his Reign, as in the margin, 

John the eldeft fon of the Duke of Britain, and Richt- 
Lord of Richcmund, by his charter without date "*"""* 
for him and his heirs, [3] granted to theBurgefles f^] P**- «• ^*- 
of Richemund, the Burgh of Richemund, with the 1*1. bylnfpexi- 
Mercate and Fairs, and the tolls, with all rents of ""*' 
Affize, attachments and pleas, or mulcts of the faid 
fiurgh, and.his whole Demeafn, called the land of 
Fonteney, &c. At the rent of forty pound per 
annum, Sec, Which charter was confirmed by 
Edward the Third, in the Second of his Reign, as 
in the margin* 

King John in the Second of his Reign, granted [4] Cart. ^ 
to [4] Baldwin Earl of Albemarle and Hawis or Jy i„?; Jm«?' 
Avis his Countefs the free Burgage in Hedun, now Hedon. 
Hedon, Heydon, or Hodon in Yorkfliire, to them 
and their heirs in fee and inheritance, fo that their 
BurgefTes of Hcddun might hold freely and quietly 
in free Burgage, as his BurgefTes of York and Lin- 
coln, beft, moft freely and quietly did hold, with 
fuch cuftoms and liberties as King Henry his fa* 
ther, (that is, Ktenry the Second) granted to Wil- 
liam Earl of Albemarle, by his reafonable charter. 

yohannes Dei Gratia Rex JngUa^ &c. Sciatis noi 
C&ncijjijfi [5] Baldewim Comiii Albemarlia ii HaW'- ts] I^*- 
ifi^ Comitlffk Uxorifuas liierum Burgagium in Heddu'" 
na its &r Haredibus fuis in fiudo & hareditatij ita 
piod Burgenfis eorum Heddunee^ lihert CsT quiiie in It" 
ber9 Burgagie teneant JicUt Burgenfes noflri de EboracQ 
i>el Nicbol melius ^ (^ liberiuSy ii quietitu ienenty ittis ' 

fHonfiaiudinihiS & Idbertatibus^ fiaa Rex Henricus 

Ha Pater 
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Pater nojier Willielmo Comiti Albemarlia pirCarfam 
fuam rationabilam concejpt. Teftibus^ ^c. Dat. apud 
Caneford 13 Die Decemb. Armo Regm noftri 2. This 
charter was coniirmed by Edward the Third, as in 
the margin. Very many more inftances might be 
given of charters of very obfcure Burghs^ and might 
alfo be publifhed in the Appendix, if it were not for 
making this treatife too bulky. 

From thefe infkmces we may make a more than 
probable conjecture, that all Free-Burgh$, though 
now never fo obfcure, had their beginning from 
charter, which was granted as well for the advan- 
tage of the King, Earl, or other great man. Lord 
of the Burgh, as for the profit of the Burgefles 
themfelves. For a Free-Burgh, in the true fcnfe of 
What a Free the word, was only a town of free trading, with a 

Merchant Gild, or Community, without paying 
toll, pontage, paflage, ftallage, &c. And being 
free from certain fines or mulds, from fuit to. Hun« 
dred, and County-Courts, or being profecut^, or 
anfwering there, or any where elfe, but withia 
their oWn Burgh, except in pleas of the crown. 
With other privileges, liberties, ancf cufioms, ac- 
cording to the tenor of particular grants and char« 
ters. And a Free Burgefs was no other, than a 
man that exercifed free trade, according to the li- 
berties and privileges of his Burgh, whether he re- 
fided in it, or whether he had liberty to live aad 
trade otherwhere* 

Upon account of thefe liberties, the Prince or 
Lord of the Burgh received tall and cufloms^ f<ili: 
the goods bought and fold, or in procefs of time. % 
Fee- Farm rent, or annual compofitiQa in a ftated 
fUnfi, always le(s than the tru^ valuCf i^ lieu o( 

them* 
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ihttti. And a reafonable tallage or aid, when Tor Tallage why 
his neceffity he had reafon to impofe it. And that fed by our anti- 
talUge was due and paid by Citizens and Bur- *" '"*** 
gefles, to our ancient Kings, only in confideration 
of their liberty of buying, felling and trading, and 
the liberties they had granted them to that purpofe 
and fo to do, will be clearly evinced by what 
follows. 

In the [6] Eleventh of Henry the Third, New [6] R«cy> 

^ , -r-.. , . TT. , X ^ Placit. Par- 

Sarum was made a, tJity by the King s Letters Pa- lamentar. f. 
Cents, and given to the then Bifhop his Succeffors ^* ^afe of 
and Canons there, and their iSucceilbrs as their pro- Saiiibury about 
per Demeafns, (ianquam proprium Domnicum) and 
further granted to the fame Biihop and his Succef- 
ibr«i, that for the neceffity of himfelf or his church, 
he might take a reafonable tallage or aid of his Citi- 
zens, whea the King or his Heirs made a reafona- 
lyje tallage in his Demeafns. (Concedimus infuper 
iidem EpifcopOy Cff Succeffhribus fuisj quod pro necejjita' 
tibus Juisy ^ Ecclejiafuay Tallagium vel rati- 
ONABILE AURjtiUM captant de pradiSfis Civibus 
fuhy quando nos vel haredes nojiri Tallagium facie^ 
nrns in Dominicis no/Iris,) 

In the 33d year of Edward the Firft, the Blfliop £7] Ibid, f. ay j. 
of Salifbury [7] required an aid or tallage of the 
Citizens of New Sarum, according to the grant of 
Henry the Third, the Citizens refufe payment, 
upon application of the Bifhop to the King, he 
granted his precept to the Sheriff of Wiltfhire, to 
iiimmon, by two legal men, the Mayor and Com- 
munity (not all the Burgefles, but the governing 
part) of New Sarum, to appear before him and his 
Council at Weftminfter, to ihew caufe why they 

H 3 . * w^t 
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ought not to be talliatcd according to the charter 
and grant aforefaid. 



[S] Ibid. They appeared by their attomies^ [8] and plead- 

ed, that Richard, the Predeceflbr of the then Bifhop 
with the concurrence and ailent of the Dean and 
Chapter, by their charter, had confirmed to their 

[9] lbid.f.274. free Citizens of New Sarum [9] that every one of 

them fhould hold his free tenement, (fuuni Liberum 
^enementum) in the City aforefaid, and their heirs like- 
wife, honourably, freely, quietly and peaceably, ren- 
dering to the Bifhop and his Succefibrs, (pro plena 
placea) that is a full Tenement or Burgage, twelve 
pence by the year, and he that held more or lefs 
ihould pay according to the fame quantity more 
or lefs for all fervices and demands, and upon this 
they produce the charter of Bifhop Richard, and de- 
mand judgment, as if they were free men and free 
tenants, (Deficutfunt liberi i^ libere Tenentes) as it 
was contained in the charter aforefaid, and never 
were as they faid talliated, whether they ought then 
to be talliated. 



The Bifhop, notwithflanding the gr^t of his 
[i] Ibid. f. 275. PredecefTor, [i] affirmed, they ou^ht to be tallia- 
ted, and pleads the charter of King Henry III, and 
that the Citizens at their own charge had procure4 
a confirmation of it, from King Edward. And the 
matter having been fully debated before the King 
and Council in Parliament, it was faid, that King 
Henry in the grant of their liberties (which w^re no 
other than thofe of the City of Winton, and many 
other Cities and Burghs) impofed upon the (aid 
Citizens, the burthen of the faid tallage and reafbn- 
able aid, for the neceffitjes of the faid church, when 
the King or his Heirs maUe a tallage in his De« 

meafiisi^ 



Tallage paid 
by Burgeffts in 
rtfped of their 
Trading and 
t^e ufe of 
Burgh Liber- 
ti«f. 
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meafns, and from the time the faid Citizens ufed 
their liberties and quietances, (that is from Toll, 
Pontage, Paffage, &c.) to their profit, by the faid 
charter, they ought to bear the burthen impoftJ 
upon them by the fame, when 'tis confonant to rea- 
fon, that thofe who have the profit ihould bear the 
burthen. 

The King therefore did will and command, [2] [2] IbS4. 
that the Citizens fhould be for that time talliated, 
for the profit they had received by their liberties 
from the time of the firft grant of their charter until 
then. And afterward chufe whether they would 
ufe their liberties and be talliated according to their 
charter for the future, or renounce them, and not 
be talliated. The Citizens did chufe to renounce 
their liberties, and a few days after furrendered 
them to the King by the hsuids of their Mayor. 

When byreafon of this renunciation, the Citizens 
could not ufe their liberties, or any one of them, 
within lefs than the fpace of a year, they, with the 
Bifhop, petition the King to have their liberties re- 
granted, and do fubmit to pay tallage, as it follows 
in the charter of this King, after the repetition of 
King Henry's charter, and the precedent judgment. 
[3] £t idem Epifcopus CsT Pradi^ti Gives jam nobis at- [j] cart. J4. 
tenti fupplicaverunty ut de Gratia nojira concidere ve^ ^^' '• "• *7» 
limus^ Ubertatibus fuperius exprejjisy (in the charter 
of King Henry) &r dicfes Gives contingentibusy & per 
ipjos ut pradt£ium eji Renunciatisy de catero uti pojfint 
bf gauderey Nos licet di£fi Gives Libertatibus pradi^is 
Renunciaiverint Jicut pradiifum ejiy conjiderantes tamen 
pium propojitum quod diSfus Pater nojler habuit ad Ec-- 
clejiam pradi^iam^ Csfr. Nicnon & per finem quern 
pradiffi Gv$s fearunt ntUfcum coram ConJUio noftr^ 

F^lmits 
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Volumus (^ Concedimus pro Nobis £r Haredibus nqflris^ 
juad di£fa Civitas de Nova^^Sarum fit Libera Civitas 
ipfiui Epi/copiy is^ Succejforum fuorum^ ac Ecclefia fiut 
• ^ fraditla in perpetuum. Et quod Gives ejufdem Ctvita* 

. fis ibidem manentesjint Gives ipfius Epifcopi (f SucceJJi' 
rumfuarum^ ^ quod per totam Terram noftram de The" 
olonio, Pontagioy Paffagioj Paia^o^ Lejiagioy Statta- 
gio, Gariagioy i^ omni alia Gonjuetudine de omnibus re-- 
busfuisfmt quieti* Et quod habeant inperpetuum omnes 
alias Libertates ^ ^ietancias per totam Terram noftram 
quas hahent Gives no/iri Wynton fcf quod omnibus ^ fin* 
gules Lihertatibusfupra Scriptis quatenus eos contingant 
de Catero utantur £9* gaudent adeo plene dr integrificut 
in diSfa Carta pradi^ii Patris nojlri necnon i^ in Carta 
nojlra de Confirmatione pradiSia plenius continentur* 
^odqui idem Epifcopus i^ SuaeJ/iresfui, Tallagium vel 
ratioiiabile auxilium capiani de pradiSiis Cvibus fids^ 
Haredibus vel Succejforibus Juis ratione Libertatum ipfis 
Civibus per no s fie concejfarum quando nos vel Haredes 
noftri Taliagium in nofiris Dominicis de catero faciemus. 
^are volumus j b'c. In Englifh thus. 

And the fame Bifhop and the fore£iid Citizens 
now mofl earneftly have befeeched us, Thatof our 
efpecial grace we would grant them the libertiet a- 
bove exprefTed touching the faid Citizens^ and 
which were renounced by them, and that tbcy 
might ufc and enjoy them ; We, though the fiud 
Citizens have renounced the liberties aforefatd;, con- 
iidering the pious purpofe our fotber bad to the 
church aforefaid, &c. and alfo for the compel- 
tion or fine the Citizens made with us befiore oUr 
Council, we will and grant for us, and our hcbs, 
that the &id City of New Sanim be the Biibopiraiid 
his Succeflbrs free City, for ever, and that the Ci- 
tizens of the fame City there dwelling, be die fii- 
ihoDs and his Succefibrs Citizott^ and that they be 

quit 
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quit of Toll, Pontage, Paffage, Paiage, 
Leftage, Stallage, Carriige, and all other Cuftom 
of a1] their goods through our whole land, and that 
they have for ever all other liberties, and quietances 
through our whole land, whfch our Citizens of 
Winchefter have, and that for the future they ufc 
and enjoy all and Angular the above written liber- 
ties, fully and wholly, as they are contained m our 
fathers charter, and our ovfti of confirmation. And ^^. '^i''*^ 

^ ptid by Burgkt 

that the fame Bifhop and his Succeflbrs may tak^ a ami Citicu 
reafonable tallage or aid of his Citizens aforefaid 
their Heirs or Succeflbrs, by reaibn of fhe liberties • • 

by us fo granted, when we or our Heirs ihall here- 
after talliate our Demeafns. Wherefore we will, 
&c. Dated the 28th of May at Weftminfter. 

The emolument and profit mentioned in this 
judgment and charter, did arife from buying, felling 
and trading, and the liberties (by reafon whereof 
the Citfeens were talliated,) there fpoken of, were . ^ 
granted for the furtherance and encouragement of 

them, which all free Citizens and free fiurgelles 
enjoyed, as Members of a free City or Burgh. And 
'tis evident they were called free Cities, (or more pj^* ^^dw* 
frequently) free Burghs, and the Members thereof whyfocaiitd, 
free Citizens, and free BurgefTes, (almoft in all 
charttrs) from thefe liberties and free trading only, 
notwithftanding they were liable to reafonable tal« 
'kge impoTed by the King, when his neceffity re- 
quired it ; and from their paying a Fee-Farm rent, 
and being obnoxious to the King's tallage, either 
expireflcd, or implied in the charters, by the profit 
received, moft of the Cities or Burghs in England, 
were called GiwHites bf Burgi Dominid Regis^ as his 
Dasmfn lands were called 'Terra Regis Dwisnicay 
and Urn tenants of tbeixi» ThukUs Regis Deminid^ 

for 
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for the fame reafon, and for others as before has 
been faiii. 



U] Rile/s 
PlaciU Parle^ 
mentar* f* 259. 



To this we will add another record for the proof 
.of the afTertlon^ that tallage in Cities and Burghs 
was paid, upon the account of buying, fellings 
trading or merchandizing, and ufe of their liberties 
granted by the King, being a petition in Parlia- 
ment in the 33d of Edward the Firft. 

jfd petitionem [4] Majoris i^ Burgenjium Briftd 
pitentium quod Homines qui T^mnt Terras^ fcf Reddi' 
ius Magiflriy l^ fratrum TempU^ in Villa Bri/lol TiaU 
lientur ^ Contributionem faciant ad TaJIagium Rsgis 
^ufdem Villa cum Burgenfibus ejufdem^ de Jicut ipji 
Mercantur^ ^omnibus alfis Libeftatibus ^ Aijiam^ii 
uftfuni quiB ad di^am Villam pertinent ^ ^c. 



* Note Trad- 
ings a Liberty. 



Ita Rifponfum eji. Dijlringantur pro CoHtrtbutiom' 
buSy W Tallagiis faciendis^ ^ fiat Jujiitia Conqueren* 
iibus^ ^ fuper hoc habeatur Breve de Cancellarit^ Ma^ 
jori W Ballivis BriJioL That is. 

To the petition of the Mayor and Burgefles of 
Briftol, that the tenants of the Matter and Bre- 
thren of the Temple, in the Town of Briftol, 
might be taliiated, and maice contribution to the 
tallage of the fame Town paid to the King, with 
the Burgeffes of the fame, for that they traded or 
merchandized, and ufed all * other liberties and 
eafements, which belong to the faid Town, 

It was anfwercd. Let them be diftrained for 
contributions, and tallages, and let juftice be dcme 
to the complainants, and upon, or for thif, let a 

writ 
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writ go out of Chancery dircfted to the Mayor and 
Bailiffs of Briftol. 

And 'tis yet further evident. That Cities and 
Burghs maintained themfelves, paid taxes and bear 
other tharges In refped, and by means of their 
Franchifes, upon which the Cities and Burghs were 
founded, from the ♦ petitions of the Citizens and * ^^ the Addi- 
isiirgeues to the Kmg and his Council m rarlia- pend. N. 25. 
ment, in the 46 of Edw. 3. in the form following : 
To our Lord the King, and his noble Council, 
the Citizens of the City of London do (hew, That 
they have nothing to live upon but their induftry 
and Franchife, upon which Franchife the faid City The City of 
was founded, and by reafon of which Franchife ^"„^^„^X^" 
they were wont to travel by Land and by Sea in-di- FrancUfes 
vers countries for their profit. By which travel iJngs*of Eng^ 
they ufed to bring divers merchandizes, to the great **"** and their 
common profit of the whole Realm of England, to 
the great aid and maintenance of the faid City, fuf- 
tenance and increafe of the Navy, of the faid Land ^ 
And of late their Franchifes are taken from them 
againft the grant of our faid noble Lord the King, 
and his noble Progenitors, fealcd with their feals, 
• and againft the Great Charter, to the great deftruc- 
tion as well of the faid City, common damage of 
the Land, as alfo the Navy. Whereupon they pray. 
That the King would pleafe to have regard, and 
take notice, the faid City was founded upon the 
faid Franchifes, without which they could not 
maintain the City, nor bear the taxes and other 
charges as they were wont to do : For which caufe 
they pray they may have their Franchifes according 
to the grant of the King, and his noble Progenitors, 
fuid the Great djarterj and that all fuch grants 

and 
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and confirmations of Franchifes may be made to iH 
other Cities and Burghs of the Realm. 

By what hath been here written upon that bead, 
*tis mightily probable, that our prefent free Burgbs 
had their origin, and received the liberties they have 
of long time ufed, from Charters only, (efpecial)y 
ilnce the conqueft) and if any man can fliew any 
Burgh6, or antient Trading Towns, which ufe the 
common liberties of Burghs, without Charter^ or 
that never had one, undoubtedly (if any fuch there 
he) they were Towns holden of the King in anci- 
ent Demeafn; and the inhabitants upon prefump- 
t on of being his tenants, did at iirft begin to buy, 
fell and trade, and by connivance continued fo to 
do, as the tenants or men of the TempJcrs did ia 
Briftol, preluming upon their tpafters great privi- 
leges. 

The inftances ufed concerning the original of 
Burghs, were of fuch, as have been erefted by, or 
granted to Earls. Thofe ere£led by the Charters 
of Earls, were notwithftanding conflituted fuch, 
by an implicit derivative powrer from the King, 
who had created them Earls, and the chief funda- 
mental Dominion of thofe Burghs remained in the 
TOnui*E^mi. ^'"g ^^ Crown : For the Earls could not talliatc 
monofBurght them at their own pleafure, but only when the 

jnemiiined m r^ r ^ 

the King King's Demeafns were talliated, and then by his 

grant, or precept, as is manifeft from thefc two 
records. 

[5] CI. ^. >- R^x Viiec$miti Lhieoh^ Salutem. [ j] Scias fuoi 

Cojnmifimus Dile^o noflro Willielmo Cmiii de Warm' 
na Grantham tf Stanford cum pirtinentiis habendum 

quoufqui 
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piQufytU Teprmafuam recuperaverit in Normannta^ vel 
qUQufqui ei alibi fecerimm CampeUns Excambium, Ita 
ii^ftun qwd nan fof^t TalUare Homines de Stanford nifi 
fir pufe^ptwn nojirum. Et idea tihi pra-cipimus quod 
Ui inde fine dilotione Sefinam habere facias, Tejle Regi 
apud Jfyim. 19, Die Jprilis. 

, By this record it fecms probable, that by the ori- 
ginal grant, JViUia7n de fl'arenna .might have power 
and licence to talliate Grantham, but he could not 
io^pofe tallage upon Stanford, but by the King's 
precept. The other record is this. 

Rex Vicecomiti Cornubia^ Salutem. \b'] Scias quod [6]CUii.Heiu 
de Confilio nojiro provifidm $/?, quod auxilium Efficax i^, 
affideri fadamus in omnibus Burgis £s* Domnicis nojlris comita^ ^ 
per totam Terram nojtram Angiia^ iff Volumus quod Cornub* 
Confimili auxilium ajfideatur per Totam BalUvam iuam 
in Dominicis &* Burgis nojiris^ ad opus dile^i fratris 
no/lrt R. Comitis Pi^iavta^ £sf ideo tibi pracipimus 
quod una cum Simone de Brackel^ Ballivo pradi^i Co^ 
mifis ad auxilium ajjidendum in Burgis ^Dominicis nofiris 
de Cmitatu tuo diligenter intendusy Tejle Rege apud 
JVeJtm. 16 Die Februarii. 

Sir William/Dugdale in his Baronage, FoK 762^^ 
Col. I. fays, Richard, Earl of Poidou, Brother 
to King Henry the Third, wa& created Earl of 
Gornwal in the Eleventh of hi» Reign, if fo, the 
Kcing might grant this precept after be viras Earl, 
and call tbem^his Demeaih an<d Burghs, by reafba 
of his^Aipreme original Dominioii, and prerogative; 
or if not made Earl of Cornwal until the Fifteenth of 
tfaatKiqg^ as balh been noted before, he might 
then h^vc the Earldom of Cornwal iokhis hands by 
cfcbael^, C4C.f<vfititiuutc^ and fo. call die revenues of 

the 
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[7] Retom. 
Brev. Pari. 26. 
£d. i« in. Tor- 
riLond. 

WiiUhire. 
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the Earldom, and Burghs in that County, his Dc-< 
meafns. Which way foever it was, his brother 
Richard could not itnpofe a tallage without his pre« 
cept. Which was a certain argument that the fu- 
preme Dominion of thofe Cornifh Burghs was in 
the King. 

I Ihall conclude this Treatife with the anfwers to 
thele two queftions. 

Firft, Who named them, and by whofe direc- 
tion and appointment it was, that fuch, or 
fuch Burghs chofe, and fent BurgefTes or 
Members to Parliament, and not others ? 

Secondly, Who then were, or ought to be the 
Electors, in real or reputed Burghs i 

To the firft. It was left to the Sheriff of each 
County to name and dire£i which were Burghs, and 
which were not, by thofe indefinite and general 
words in the writ. Di qualibet Civitate Dues Cives 
(^ de quoUbet Burgo Duos Burgenjisy if^c, eligi fadas^ 
l^c. To caufe to be chofen two Citizens of every 
City, and two BurgefTes of every Burgh. 

The [7] firft returns extant of Knights; Citi- 
zens and Burgeffes are in the Twenty-fixth of Ed- 
ward the Firft, and in that of Wiltfhire for that 
year annexed to the writ, there returned two Knights 
for the County, two Citizens for New Sarum, two 
Burgeffes for Dounton, two Burgefles for the De- 
vizes, two for the Burgh of Chippenham, and two 
for Malmfbury, with their Manucaptors,'. and the 
writ was fent to the Confbble of Merleberge, (that 
is, the Conftable of the Caftle there,) ^ BaUMs 
Libertatis Caln, & JV$rtbey qui ntdlum inde iedirunt 

Refponjk 
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Refpmftm. And to the Bailiffs of the Liberty of 
Cain and Worthe, who returned no anfwer. To 
the City of New Sarum,.and thefe fix other Burghs, 
the Sheriff of this year, made his Precepts, and for 
them only made his returns. 

In the [8] returns of Knights, Citizens and Bur- [8] Retom, 
geiles to ferve for this County in the Twelfth of e^. 3. 
Edward the Third, in a Parliament holden at York Wilti. 
three weeks after Michaelmas, the Execution of the 
writ was in a Schedule fewed to it, Executio iJHu$ 
Brevis patet in Cedula huic Brivi confuta\ After the 
return of the Knights, the Sheriff for that year, re- 
turns only two Citizens for Sarum, two Burgefles 
for Wilton and two for Dounton, with Manucap- 
tors ; and then for two Burgefles for Merleburg 5 
Breve retornatum fuit Conftabulario Cajtri MerUbergy 
to quod nulla inde fieri patuit Extcutio in Balliva mem 
infra Libertdtem pradi^am. Et idem Con/labularius 
qutbabet Returnum omnium Brevium & Executioms 
eorundemy nullum mihi inde dedit Refponfum. The 
writ was returned to the Conftable of the Caftle of ^ 

Marleburgh, becaufe it could not be executed by 
me in that Liberty, and the Conftable, that hath 
the return of all writs and the execution of them 
gave me no anfwer. The Sheriff of this year made 
his Precept to two Burghs only, and for them, and 
no other made his return, and one of them was not 
returned in the Twenty-fixth of Edward the Firft, 
and then immediately after his anfwer concerning 
Marleburgh, clofeth the return thus. Non funt 
plures Civitates^ neque Burgi infra Ballivam meam^ 
that there were no more Cities, npr Burghs within 
his Bail jrwick : That is, within the County, not- 
withftanding Bedwin, Cain, Chippenham, Crek- 
lade, Deyizes^ Lutgerflial, Malmfbtiry and Marie* 

bur^h 
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burgh had frtqaently Burgeffes returned ta Parlia* 
ment, efpeciaHy the two latter, before this tmie, as 
appears by the returns in Edward the Firft, Second 
and Third until this year. 

[9] Retorn. In the [9] return of the Thirty-fixth of this 

iSuv " ^ *• King, after the retinn of Knights for the fame 
Wil^* County, and Citizens for New Sarutn, there wwt 
by this Sheriff two Burgeflcs returned for Wilton, 
two for the Burgh of Old Sarum, two for the Burgfc'''i 
orDounton, two for the Burgh of Chippenham, 
two for the Burgh of Cain, in the rettim. Nomina 
Surgenjium Burgi de Cahy two for the Burgh of 
Marleburgh, two for the Burgh of Devizes, two 
for the Burgh of Malmfbury, two for the Burgh ot 
Creklade, Nomina Burgenfwm Burgi di. CreiUuky iok 
in the return, and two b>i Bedwinde. Tbea aftsr 
the names of the Burgefles for thofe Urn Bur^bsy. . 
with their Manucaptors, the Sheriff clofech his 10- a- 
tiirn with thefe words, ^ non fimi photos CmMn 
nu Bttrgi in Comitatu pradOfo, Idn indt rnkm-ims-niM 
aHum eft^ and there are no more Cities nor Burghs^ 
within the faid County, and therefore tbeiv is no* 
thing further done in this matter. 

The return of thefe Burgefles in the dors^ of the 
fi] Ibid, in ^^ *s much to our purpofe, and runs thius: [iX' 
Dorfo Brevis. Bgo Henricus Stum^ Vicecoma pratextu ifiius Brtmz^' 

dt Comitatu infra Script 0^ Duos MiliteSy (^ di qui£iM 
Gvitate ejufdem Cotmtatus Dms CiveSy isf de fieUkt 
Burgo diSfi Comitatus Duos Burgenfis dt miUprihu^ 
validioribusy tf di/criii$riius, MiMbuSy CivHur ft 
Burgenfibusy CumkHuSy Civbatum^i^ fmrg^hmprs^ 
diikrum iligi fid juxUs tenmm i/iiuilb'nusy (^ m^ 

mina 
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^ina di^forum Militum Civtum fsT Burgenfium patent 
in quadam cedula huic Brevi Cenfuta. That is, 

i Henry Stprmy^ Sheriff, by virtue or pretext of 
Ais writ, havfe caufcd to be cho(en, in the County • 
under-written two Knights, and o( every City of 
the fame Coiinty two Citizens, and of every Burgh 
of the faid Couhty twoBurgeffes, df the beft, moft 
ablcj and difdreet Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
gefles of thfe County, Cities atid Burghs aforefaid, 
according to the tenor of the writ ; and the names 
of the Knights, Citizens and Burgeffes^ are writ- 
ten in a Schedule fewed to this writ. 

« 

tf^ i L t S. 

in thi§ return, notwithftanding the Sheriff re- 
turned that there were no ihore Cities nor Burghs 

in his County^ yet he left out Lutgerfhall, which 
had fent Burgeffes to Parliament, 7th of £d. !• 
twice in the 8th of Ed. I. the 4th of Ed. 3. the 
14th of Ed. 34 and 33d of Ed. 3. before this time^ 
as appeats by the returns of thofe years. 

Ih the 43d of Edward the Third. The [2 j re- [2] Retoit, 
turn is thus upon the dors of the writ^ Ego Wal* jEd.^j. "'*** 
iirui Haywood^ Viacom. Vobisjic Refpondeo Manda-^ Wiltt^ 
turn Pefirum Reverenter funi executu$ proui paUt in Cf- 
dula huic Brevi Con/uta. I Walter Haywood, She- ' 
riffy make you this anfwei*, that I have reverently, 
6r father (according to the meaning of the man) 
Truly^ executed your command, as is to be feen in 
the Schedule fewed to this writ. And then returns 
only the names of the Knights, Citizens for New** 
Sarum, Burgeiles for Wilton, Old Sarum, Marie- 
burgh, the Devifes, Malmfbury, Creklade, and 

I JiQ 
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no more, making no return for Cain, Chippenham, 
Bedwin, or Liitgerlhal, nor excufe why he did 



not. 



(3] Rctorn, 
Brev. Pafl. 26* 
Ed. I., 

Backs & Bed- 
ford. 



[4] Retom. 
Brev. ParL 28. 
£d. I. 

Bucks, &c. 



f 5] Ibid 30. 
£d. I. 

Bucks, &c. 



[6] Ibid, 12. 
Ed. 2. 

Bucks, &c. 



In the 26th of [3] Edward the ift, the Sheriff flf 
Buckine;hamfhire made this return in th<e dors of the 
writ. Nulli funt^ Cives^ nee Burgenfes in ComiUdtu 
^radi£io, nee CivitaSj nee Burgus propteir qfU(i. Gvtt 
nee Burgenfes eoram vobis venire facere nan pojpen. 
There are no Citizens nor Burgefles in the County 
afortfaid, nor City, npr^urgh, for which cimfc^I 
cannot make Citi2^ns or Burgeil^s to come bj^fiouDe 
you. 

In the 28th of that King, the [4] Sheriff re- 
turned for Agmundc(ham,Wicomb and WendoYCf) 
two Burgeffes for each, which were elefted by thofc 
Towns or Burghs. 



In the 30th of the fame King, there were pnly 
[5] two Burgeffes returned for Wicpmb, and none 
for Agmundeftiam or Wendover. 

In the Firft and Second of Edward the Second, 
the then Sheriffs [6] returned two Burgeflesf for 
Wicomb, two for Wendover, two fpr Agn^ondc^ 
fham, and two for Great Marlow. 



1^ 



£d. 



Ibid 6. 
^d. 2. 

Bucks, &c. 



In the 6th of Edward the Second, Parliataent. a^ 
[7] Woodftock, July 20th, the Sheriff mad^ dus 
return, Nulla funt Clvitates in C§mitatu Bueks^ afc 
etiam Burgi prater in Villa de^ fVteombs There art. 
no Cities or Burghs in the County of Buckii^* 
bam,' except in the Towa of Wicoipb. 



In 
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1ft the lath of this King, [8] Wicomb Is only tn l^»^ »»• ' 
. Returned as a Burgh, and Burgefles for it in fiuck- Backs, kc. 
inghamfhire, and in the dofe of the return, Nulla 
iji Csvitas tied pluns Burgi^ in Ballha mea. There 
is no City or more Burghs in my Bailywick) and lb 
^ ho other' Burghs were returned in this country, un- 
til after the reign of Edward the fourth, or the Par* 
lianient in 1641. And there are many omiffions of 
Very many other inconfiderable Burghs, for 100, 
156, 200, 250, 300 or more years, grounded up- 
on the like returns, fonie of which fent Burgefles, 
Biit once or twice, before the years, 1640 and 

1641. 

Intheixftand and 22d of Edward the Third, 
after the [9] return for Knights of the Shire, for [9] ibid 41. 
Glocefterfhire, and Burgeflbs for Glocefter and oi^clter. 
priftol, the Sheriff returns, Non funt plures Burgi fldrc. 
Jeu Civitates in Balliva mea^ that there were no more 
Cities nor Burghs in his County, 

In the nth, 17th, and 22d of Edward the 

Third, after Knights for the County.^ and only 

Citizens for Worcefter, the [i] returns were' the [1] ibid, ix. 17* 

fame as in Glocefterfhire. "• ^**- 1' 

Worccftcr- 

ihire. 
\ And fo it was in [2] Yorkfhire, Lincolnfhire, [2]SeeRetumt 

Cornwal, Dorfet, Devon, Somerfet, Southamp- Aunties. 
- ton, Surry, Suflex, and moft, if not all Counties 
in England, where there were, at the time of the 
returns, any fmall, poor, inconfiderable Burghs^ 
and where the Sheriffs were more or lefs kind to 
theoi, they returned or omitted them at pleafure, 
and for all whatever I could find, notwithftanding 
all my endeavour, without the direction of the King 
or his Council. 

I 2 In' 
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In the 5th of Richard the Second, there was 2 
[j] Sut. at law made, {3] that if any Sheriff of the Realm 
i*.'c5.4.p.*i6*9. fliouJd be from thenceforth negligent in making his 

rettirn of writs of the Parliament, or that he ihouU 
leave out of the faid returns any Cities or BoroughS| 
which be bound,- and of old time were wont to 
come to the Parliament, he fhall be puniflicd in the 
manner as was accuftomed to be done in the faid 
cafe in the faid time paft. But notwithftaiiding 
this law, the prafticeof the Sheriffs remained the 
fame it was before, as will be proved by what (hall 
in part next be faid concerning the meanij^g andrear 
fon of thefe returns. 

When the Sheriffs made their returns, there was 
not any, or more cities and burghs in fuch or fuch 
counties, than for which they had returned Bur- 
geffes, no man can believe they were fo igndranty 
as not to know there were other burghs, or more 
than they had returned Burgeffes for, and therefore 
fome other than the very literal meaning of thofe 
words muft be found out. 

The reafon of And tomv apprehenfion, the reafons (which alfo 

the returns of _ , r t / - i^ r a 

non funt plures ihew the meanmg) of thefe returns, m tncic words, 
Bur^i, &c. j^^jj ^ aliqua Civitasy vel aliquis BurguSy or non^ 

plures Civitatesj vel Burgi (than what were returned) 
in Balliva mea^ was for that many times, there was 
no able, fit, perfons for that fervice to be found iil> 
the other burghs of the county, at the time of the 
return. (The choice being always made in thofe 
days out of their own body, and not of foreigners 
or country gentlemen). And fecondly, for that 
the Burghs were fo poor as they were not able ta 
pay thc^urgeffes their wages or expcnccs. 

Thi$ 
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This aflertion feems to be manifeftly evinced by 
fome other returns made in different words, though 
of the fame fenfe and import, [4.] in the 21 Ed. 3. [4] Retorn. 
after the Burgeffes returned for Exon, Barnftaple, ej. 3. 
Plympton, Tavyftock, Toryton and Totnes. The Devon. 
Sheriff of Devonfhire clofeth his return with -thefe 
words, iJmfunt plures ChitaUs vel Burgi in Balliva 
nua qua retornari pojfunt. There are not any more 
cities or burghs in my bailywick, which can be re- 
tiirned) omitting all other burghs in that countyj^ 
by thefe words it ihould feem, that either there 
ttere no burgeffes fit or qualified for the fcrvice of ^ 
parlement in the other burghs,' or that they were 
lb poor as that they could not bear the expences of 
fuch as fhould ferve for* them, for the Sheriff denies 
not that there were more burghs in his county, but 
affirms there were fuch as could not be returned, 
and if not for thefe, /tis hard to imagine, for what 
Other reafons they were fuch. 

In the [5] returns for Worcefterfliire in 8 and [5] ibid, in 
12 of Ed. 2. and 12, 14 Ed. 3. the Sheriff ends '^y^j^^* 
them thus, after the returns of Knights for the » • 

county, and citifens for Worceftcr, Uon eji aliquh 
Burgus in Balliva mea^ unde aliquifunt Burgmfes qui 
ad diSfum parlemmtum venire pojjimt^ there is not any 
Burgh in my Bailywick, whence any Burgeffes 
can come to parlement. For the reafon^ without 
doubt above-mentioned. Though Wychc (now 
Droitwich) had fcnt BurgeAes to Parlement, 26. 
28. 29. 30. of Ed. I. and in 2. and 4. Ed. 2. and in 
a8» and 29. Ed. i. they received their expences, as 
appears by the writs, de expenjis militum^ civium ^ 
km-genfiuniy then dire£ted to the bailiffs of that 
tpwn, and are to be found in the cIo£s ipUs in thofo 
years, 

I3 In 
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In the 27. 28. 29. 33. of Hen. 6. the flieriffsof 
[6] Yorkfliirc, after the return * only o( the Bur^. 
gefles for Scardcburgh conclude thus* Et nonfmi 
aliqtue civitatus^ vel aliqua civitas^ tifcplures S^urgiirt^ 
comitatu eborurrij undealiquh eivis^ ceuplifres Burgenfes 
ad parliamentum pradiSfum ad pripfens venire facerf 
foffum> And there are not any cities, or city, or 
more Burgs in the county of York, from whence I 
can make any citifens, or more Burgj^iies ^t ptcr 
fent come to the aforefaid parlementr I fee nof 
what could be a temporary reafon why at that pre- 
fent the fheriff qf Yorkfhire, could not caiife mon? 
Burgefles to come to thofe parlements, froi» of her 
Burghs than Scardeburgh, except on^ or l?oth of 
thofe atfoyementioned. 



[7] Ibid. 49, 
Hen. 6. 
Norff. & 
Suff. 



In the 29 Hen. 6. only citifens [7] forNqrwichi 
Burgefles for Lin and Yarmouth returned for 
NorfFolk, and pnly for Ipfyvich aud IJoncwicfc fqf 
Suffolk. 



[S] Jbij. 28, 
Hen. 6. 

Cornwall. 



In [8] Cornwal, 28th of t^e famie king, Burg^fr 
fes returned only for Launcefton, Iraikard, Bodv 
min, Loftwithiel, Truro, Hellefton, and then fol- 
lows. Nulla funt fivitates infrq bqllivani meam^ ne$ 
funt plures Burgt infra Baltiya^ m^^f 



[9] Ibid. %%y 
Hen. 6. 

Pevon. 



In [9] Devon, the fame yei^r Burgefles returned 
only for Exon, Dartmouth^ Tptnes, Plimoutb, 
Plimpton, Taveftock, Barnftable, , . 



• York was then a city and county, and fo the writs for citiftiH 
were diredlcd to, and returned by the fh erif)*! df chat city, iuid^fl 
was then aifo a town and county, and the writs were dnad^tOi 
afia returned by the fteriits of that town. 

Ib 
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In the 26th of Ed i, after the Knights of the 
£hire fi] Ralph Fitz-Thbmas and William Ic fi] ^M«l.*«. 
Cbantour were returned for the town of Lancafter, Lancaihire. 
and Ad^m Fitz-Ralph, and Adam de Biri for 
Prcfton. 

. In the 8th of Ed. 2. only [2] Knights of the [*] IM<J- *• 
fliire returned, no Bu/gefles for aiiy Burghs. LancafliirCt 

In the 19th of Ed. 2. for [3] Lancafter, Wil- [3] iWo- «9« 
liam Laurence, John Brokeholes, no return then j^ancafhire. 
for Prefton, and the words of the fherifFs return are 
Nonfunt aliqua civitates in df^o comitatu nee Surgi 
prater Lancafter in balliva mea^ there are no cities in 
the faid county, nor Burghs, befide Lancafter in 
my bailywick. 

In the I. ♦ of Ed. 3. at the parlemerit at Lin- • Rctom. 

coin, that year John le Ken, and Laurence de ^l^'^*'^* '* 

Bulke were returned for Lancafter, and John Starkey Lancafliire. 

and Henry Banafter for Prefton, and no returns for Reign January 

other Burghs. ^5^ ^' ^* 

" 1326. 

In the * fame year at the parlement at York, * ^^*^' Eodem 
Nich. de Lancafter and Henry Burgeis were re- 
turned for Lancafter, but none for Preflron or any 
other Burgh. 

In the *' fecond of the fame king, in the paric- -;... ^. 

&» r • Ibid. 2. td. 3. 

ment at Northampton three weeks after Eafter. Lancafhire. 

The writ of fummons dated 5. Martii. John de 

Burghton, fherifF. Adam Fitz-Simon, John Ic 

Ken, were returned for Lancafter, and then the 

return was thus clofed. Ifon funt aliqua civitates 

vel BUrgi in belliva mea prater Burgum X,ancajier* 

There are no cities and Burghs in my Bailywick, 

I 4 except 
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Lancalhire. 



. A TREATISE o< 

except the Burgh of Lancafter. Nq returii for 
Prefton this p.arlement. 

In the * feme year of the fame king^ ip the 
parlement at New Sarum on Sunday next ^fter 
fifteen days after Michaelmafs, the writ of Cum- 
mons dated z(> Augufti, and th^ fapie John dt 
Burghton fheriff, John le Ken, and Robeft.de Bolr 
roun were returned for Lancafter ; ^nd for Pfefton, 
William Fit:f-Paulin, and Nich. dc Prefton, and 
then the netun ends thus, Nonfunt aliqua dvitata 
in balliva mta. There are no ciiies in \k^ ^fUljr 
wick. 

In the t 4th of Edward the third^ in the parle- 
ment at Winchefter on the Sunday next before St. 
Gregory, the writ of fummons dated 25 'Jamuariiy 
John de Denom flierifF, William de Bolleroun, 
John de Bujke returned for Lancafier, but nQ 
Burgefles returned for Prefton, nor doth the returi^ 
end with Nonfunt alii Bifrgi^ fijfc. 



t Ib'd the fame In the f fame year of the fame kinp, in the par-? 

^^": lement at Weftminfter on the Monday before the 

feaft of St. Katherine, (i. e. November 25th) the 
writ pf fuqrimops dated 23 O^obris. The fame 
John de Denom IherifF, Robert de Bolleroun and 
John de Ken were returned for Lancafter ; and 
William Fitz-Paulin and Henry Haydoke for 
Prefton, and then the return is thus concluded, 
Non funt alii Burgi in Balliva mea. 



f Ibid. 34. Ed#3 
Lancaihire. 



In the f 34th of Edward the third, the writ of . 
fummons dated.thq^otl^ of November, for a parle- 
ment to be held at Weftminfter on the Sunday be- 
fore the Convtrfton of St. Paul was dire£led to 

Henry 
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Jlenry Duke of Lancafter, or his deputy, wha 
made this return, Henricus I>u^ lAinca/iri0 fie r/-r 
fpondct, Nomina militum ad r^fpondendum^ fadaif 
dum^ iff confentiendum in prafmti parliamento proui 
idem breve requirit pro tommunitate di^i Ducatus^ 
fVilUelmus de Radediffsy Ricardus di Tounkay. In 
eodufn Ducatu non eft aliqua civitas^ nee Burgus qui 
finte hac tempora^ in aliquo Parliamento re/pandit per 
fiurgenfes. Henry Duke pf Lancafter anfwereth 
thus. The names of the Knights who are to an- 
fwer, do and confent in the prefent parlement, for 
the community of the faid Dukedom, as the fame 
writ requires, William de RadcliiFe, Richard de 
Tounkay, There is not any city in the fame 
i DukedoDa, nor Burgh, which before this time an- 
fwere<l in any parlement by BurgeiTes. It wanjts 
not probability, that from the 4th of Edward the 
Third, to this 34th of the fame, ^here might be 
thirty years intermiflion and omiffion of Bugefles 
forthefe Burghs, (in all that time there being no' 
return of Burgefles for this county,) which might 
be the reafon of this return. 

In the 38th of this' King, the [4] fheriff of 4ibid.3S, 
Lancafhire after the return of the Knights, gives ^*^* 
^he reafon why citifens and Burgefles ought ilot, 
jior were wont to come, in thefe words : Et non 
funt alt qui dvitatesfeu Burgi infra conutatum de quibus 
aliqui cives feu Burgen/is ad diSfum parliamentum venire 
detent feufolenty propter eorum debilitatemfeupauperta^ 
tern* That there were not any cities, or Burghs, 
within that county, from which any citifens and 
Bufgefles ought, or were wont to come to the faid 
parlement^ for^ by icafon of their inability or 
poverty. 

In 
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In the 39th of Edward the Third, the return is 
[5] Ibii. 3^ [5) Hon eft aliqua ci vitas feu altquod Burgum ik 
^' qmku alifui civus fen Bwrgenfes venire pojfuni fin 

joUni fecnndum tenorem Irevis propter eorum dehrlitatetk 
& paupertatem. There is not any city or any 
Burgh Irom which any citifens or Burgeffes, can 
or were wont to come, by reafon of their low con- 
dition or poverty. The fame words are in the 
50th of Edward the Third. And the returns of 
this cdMnty are clofed aftei^ this manner with fom^ 
foiall variation, in the reigns of Edward the 
Third, Richard the Second, Henry the FourtH, 
Fifth, and Sixth, and Edward the Fourth, and nti 
Burgeffes returned for any town or towns in aH 
that time from the •33d of Edward the Third^ 
which was 124 years, and how much longer it 
cannot well be Icnown. 



In the loth of Henry the Fourth, there was" thts 
f6] iWd* 10. return made after the Knights^ l^c. [6] Et nan 
^ funt aVtqui cives out Burgenfes infra diffum Comitatum 

Lancaftria qui ad di6ium Parliafnentum ventre 
POSSUNT propter eorum pauper ta tern & debilitatem. 
The fame return is word for word in the 2d of 
Henry the Fifth. 

In the 7th, 25th, 28th, 33d of Henry the Sixth, 
[7] Ibid. 7. »5- The returns were with this, fmall variation. [7] 
Lancaihire! Et not ejl aliqua civitds infra comitatum pradiSiurrinet 

Burgtis qui ad aliquod parliamentum iempon'hus re^ 
tr^a/^is aliquos elves aut Burgenfes bit'ieki. foUbaHt 
ptoptef eorum ' paupertatem ^ debilitatem, ideo di 
' eivibus i^ Burgenfibui nulla fit mentio. And there is 
not any city within the county aforefaid, or Burgh, 

which 
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which ufed to fend any Burgeffes or Citifens, to 
jiny parlement in former times, by reafon of their 
poverty and inability. Therefore no mention is 
made of Citifens or Burgeffes. 

In the tith of Henry the Sixth. The return 
after the knights names, is fomewhat different 
from others. [8] Et non eft alt qua civitas infra 1^3 IWd.»7» 
comitatum pradiHum nee Burgus qui ad qliquod parJia- Lanaifturft. 
mentum temporibus reiro^^fis aliquos civis aut Bur-- 
gtnfe$ foUhant^ ii<rvENjRE propter eorum debilitattmV 
paupirtatemy idto^ (^c. And there is not any city 
within the county aforefaid, or Burgh, which in 
former times were wont to find Cititbns or Bur- 
geffes in any parlement by reafon, &c. 

In the 17th of Edward the Fourth, on the dors of 
the writ of fumipons for ele6lion of two Knights 
for the county, two Citifens for every city, and 
two Burgeffes for every Burgh, in the return after 
,the indorfement of the Knights for the county and 
their manucaptors, it follows : Et quia non tji 
aliqua civitas infra comitatum pradi^um^ aut Burgus 
qui ad aliquod parliamentum temporibus retroa^f is aU'^ 
quos cives aut Burgenfes mittere foleba^nt propter eorum 
paupertatum ^ debiUtatem^ coram Domino Rege i^ 
CorfJUio fuoy ideo de civibus ^ Burgenftbus non ejlnun* 
tfo. And becaufe there is not any city within th« 
fai4 County or Burgh which in former times fent 
any Citifens or Burgefles to parlement before the 
King and his Council by reafon of their poverty 
and inability, therefore no mention is made of 
Citifens and Burgeffes. The fame words are in 
the iberiffji indefiture of return of Knights of the 

county 
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county annexed to the flierifFs precept, and the 
fame returns were in the 7th and 12th years of this 
King, 

In the feventh of Edward the Fourth, (who be- 
gan his reign March 4th A. D. 146 1.) in the par- 
Icment at Wcftminfter on the Third of June, the 
♦ writ of fummons dated February 28. in the fixth 
of his reign, H^nry Barle Iheriff of Effex and 
Hertfordfeire, after the returns of Knights for 
each county, and Burgeffes only forColchcftcr and 
Maldon, adds this claufe ; £t in ftadiifo cdmiidti 
Hertford ngn eji altqua civitas^ nee aliquh Burgus^ un- 
d$ aUqui cives fiue BurgenfeSy nee altqua civftas^ neque 
f lures Burgi in diSfo eemitatu EJfex^ unde phires Eut-^' 
gmjei nejue aliqui cives eligi poJfunU That is, 



And in the forefaid county of Hertford, there is 
not any city, of any Burgh from whence any ci- 
tjfens or Burgefles may be chofen. Nor is there ^ 
any city, or more Burghs in the faid • county of 

Effex from whence any citifens, or more Burgef- 
fes may be chofen. 



Hertford. 



t I9 Arc hi vis 
Villae. 



The town of Hertford fent Burgefles to parie- 
ments 18 times ; fee bundles of writs and returns 
in the Tower, and Pryn's fourth part of a brief 
regifter of parJement writs, p. 1002. but fince the 
7th of Hen. 5. for the fpace of 20 years, ferit none, 
untill the 22d of King James the Firft, notwith- 
ftanding it was the Shire-town. Byan. extent of the 
caftle and town of Hertford, with theii" appurte- 
nances, made on Saturday in Eafter-Week, in the 
.5th of Edw. 3. and ftill in % being under feal. It 
appears, the Caftle of Hertford and the Burgh 

Acre^ 
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there, were holden in capite of the King. :J: 7«- t !« Extent, i^. 

J. » i« '^^* Caftlc and 

raUres dicunt Juper facr^mentum fuunty quod cajtrum Burgh of Hert- 
de Hertford ^ Burgus ibidem tenentur in Capite di [?^'pf J'^f^J" 
Domino Rege^l^c. The Bay lifF and Under Bayl iff, King. 

and all other officers, were chofen every year by * ' 
the community of the town in the next court after 
Michaelmas, and the chief BaylifF was allowed by 
the King twenty fliillings every year for a gown 
pr livery. The porter of the caftle was put in by 
the King, and had of him for his wages twp penoe 
a day. * Juratores dicunt^ quod BaUivus Vilhe de 
Hertford debet eligi per communitatem vilUj l^ facieni 
ele£iiomm fuam quoUbat anno in praxima curia poji fef 
tum San^i Michaelis tarn .de Ballivo, ^ fub-ballivoj 
quam de omnibus aliis officiariis i^ capita/is ballivus^ 
habet de domino rege per annum 1 1. pro robafua^ lie. 

\ 

By thefe few returns and inftances, of very many 
more which might have been produced, if-needful, 
'tis abqndantly proved. That frdm the 23d of 
Ed. I. when the firft writs were fent forth for the The firft writs 
choife of citifens and Burgeffes, and alfo during the choice' of Ciu- 
reigns of Edw. 2. and 3. Rich. 2. Hen. 4. 5. and fens and Bur- 
6, and Edw. 4. it was left to the difcretion and ^* 
judgment of the fherlfFs, which Burghs were fit ShcriffR Judges 
and able to fend -Burgeffes, and which not. And ^ore fit and 
that if ancient able Burghs became poor and in- ^^^ ^^^t,^ 
digent, an^ unable to pay the expenfes of their what nou 
Burgeffes, pr had none fit to chufe, it was a juil 
ground for the flieriff to excufe them from the 
trouble and charge of elefling and fending Bur- 
geffes, notwithftanding the ftatutes 5 Rich. 2. c. 4*1 

1 Hfen. 5. C. I. 8 Hen. 6. C. 7. 23 Hen. 6. f. 15. Thereafon and 

And alfo, that the plain negative returns, of ^<7fl meaning of She- 
funt alifui civitates vel Burgi in Baliiva mea^ dr Non returns. 

funt 
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Junt plures civitates vei Burgi tn comitatu praeUffo^ 
ftff. arc to be explained by thofe other returns of 
ffonfunt aliqua civitates^ vel aliqua civitaSy nee plures 
Burgi y (in this or that county) unde cives vel Bur- 
ginfes ventre facere pojfumy or unde cives & Burgenfes 
venire poffunt^ vel venire debentj vel venire foUbanty 
and other different expreffions before mentioned. 
Prtfpier dehilitatem eorum faf paupertatenu Thofe 
abfolute negatives in terms only, being equivalent 
in fignification to the other, and import no more 
tiian, that thofe Burghs the fherifFs did not return, 
at fuch times, were poor and inconixderable, and 
that either they had not fit perfons to fend, or for 
their poverty could not pay their wages, or bear tbd 
expences by law due to them. And all this was 
done by virtue of the generaK claufe in the writs, 
De qnalibet civitate duos cives ^ £ff de qualibet Burgo 
du9s Burgenfes J &c. Fer in the charters of ancient 
Burghs, there was no claufe or grant for the choice 
or fending of Burgeflcs to parlement, nor have I 
ever feen or heard of any particular dired^ions from 
the King and Council, or others, to the (heriffs, 
for the fending their precepts t6 this or that Burgh 
only, and not to others. 

NtfcdBBplaifit I fhall finifh the anfwer to the firft qlieftioit 

Smh^ofsTht- with this remark ; That the Burghs during the 
n«t -for not time of all thefe Kings reigns, never complained of 
toeieaBur- the flietiffs for not returning them Burghsj orildt 
fefles^ &c. fending precepts to them, or taking away their 

birth-rights. Nor did they clamor agalnft hard 
ufage, or injuftice. Nor did the King, Lords,' of 
Commons in parlement, ever blame, complain of, 
or queftion the flieriffs for fending, or not fending 

' precepts to this, or that Burgh j to all, oi-anybf 

them, 
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them, and making returns accordingly. Nor was 

It accounted an advantage, honor, or priviledge, to 

be Sound to fend Burgefles to parlement, but 

rather oh the contrary, it was reputed a burthen 

and a grievance for poor and fmall Burghs to fend 

them, as in the cafe of [9] Toriton in Devon- [93Pat.4a.Ei. 

fliire, that petitioned the King in parlement to be ^^^^^^i^^ 

difcharged of fending Burgefles to Parlement, fug- vonihiredif- 

n • 11 11 1 charged from 

gelt ng It was great trouble and chirge, and to Ending Bur- 
their manifeft damage and depreflion, and their ^«^^**** 
petition was granted, and the town or Burgh exo- 
nerated and excufed for ever after, notwith- 
ftanding it had fent Burgefles thirty two tinw3 
before. 

The fecond queftion, who were or ought to be 
the eledors in real or pretended Burghs, hath 
much exercifed the Houfe of Commons, (fince 
they have taken upon them to determme thofe 
cafes) and perhaps there hath fcarccly been given 
a direft and true folution of it to this day. In the 
22d of King [i] James in a conteft between Sir [i] Commoaf 
William Matters, and Sir Maurice Berkley, upon vcneri's zf Mail 
an ele£lion made at Cirencefter in Glocefierfliire, " J^^ob^, a. 
upon th^ queftion it was refolved, that no confent 
of parties, competitors, can alter the legal courfe 
of elefiions. That where no charter or cuftom to Where no Aax* 
the contrary, the eleftion to be made by all the hoVele^^t* 
boufholders ; that Sir William Matters duly be made ? 
elefted, that he had the greater number of inhabi- 
tants and freeholders ; and that where J neither X »• «• »« ^^ 
charter nor cuftom nor free Burgefles in any Bo- not, nor can be 
rough, thpre the eleSion to be made by houfliolders, * B>w«h- 

and not only freeholders. 

In 
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fi] CmNmom in tlic 4th of King [al Charles the Firtf, ttpOrt 

tb tSMarcii made from the committee of privileoges^ (now m€ 

& ''^'^' committee of eledions) by Mr. rfackwilh 

Colchefter, one only return made by the bailiffs, 
in which Sir Thomas Cheek, and Mr. Alford re- 
Two Bkaions, turned. That the Bailiffs, Aldermen, and Com- 
Mavor, Alder- nion Council, confiftlng of forty two in an 
men, ifi^Com- upper room, read the writ and there clefled Sif 

mon Council^ . ■^'^ 

the other by the Thomas Check, and Mr. Alford. In a lower 

Bw«ffet. * ^^^^ ^^^ common fort of Burgeffes in general, 

eleded Sir Thomas Cheek, and Sir William 
Mafham. 



An infafficienc 
prclcripcion* 



That the bailiffs, &c. made their prefcriptioit, 
by eleftion', as they now made it. Againft this 
alleged, that till Richard the Firft, no bailiffs, nor 
then, no common council, till Edward the Fourth 
then fix teen appointed by a new charter, which by 
conftitutions fince thence they have increafed to— 



Upon this the prefcription holden infufficienti 
that the committee is alfo of opinion, that the 
ele<5lion of Sir William Mafham is good, and 
his name to be put in by the bailiff inftead of Mr« 
Alford. 



Upon queftion Sir William Mafham duly 
elefled, and his name by one of the bailiffs .was in- 
ferted at the board, inftead of Mr. Alford's. 

3] Commons 

00m. Sabb. 12 Mr. Hackwell [3] reported from the committee 
1628. Whether of priv Hedges the cafe of the Burgh of Bridport< 
the Commons or j^]^^ queflion whether the commons or the two 

chief Bargeilcs, ^ » .i-/P 



s 
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fi^liffd aii.d thirteen capital Burgefles are ele^rs. 
There the laft claiming by prefcription the fole 
poWer^ this proved by two witnefles for forty fix . 
years, primo JW^ii claimed it, but were denied, 

I 

A certificate of difclaimer under the hands of 8o 
tommoners offering to juftifie it upon oath, and af- 
fin^ed they could have proved it by forty com- 
mooets more. 

On the bther part records produced the 6th of Thefe the very 
£4ward 6. indenture returned the cle6i:ion to be jo^J^^, 
p€r baUivoipw affinfum communitatis, t. £ff 3. Philip. 
(*f Maria ekiElion accordeth, i Eliz, accordeth^ 
1 Jacobi accordeth. This alfo proved by two 
witnefies, above 40 commoners gave voices prima 
yacobi. Another that above 60 years ago the com-, 
moners had voice, and that he himfelf, then a com^- 
inoner, gave voices 

Replied to this^ that the addition of the com- And thefe. 
inonalty, becaufe that the name of the corporation, 
that fo they make their leafes, y^ the commoners* 
n^^r meddle. 

Exception to one of the witnefies, that he, a And thefe, «nd 
commoner, and very aged man, fcarce could hear, ^^^^f **** *^^ 
or be heard ; that the other have been disfranchifed, . 
and therefore fpake out of fpleen. 

AUedged for them, that primo Jacobi the com- 
mons called, becaufe they were to contribute to- 
wards wages. 

\ . K Agreed 
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Agreed by the major part of the committiee) that 
the commoners had voice in election. 

Refoived alfo here no good eledion, becaufe the 
commons having right of voice, had no warning as 
they ought to have had . 

Refolved upon the queftion, the commonalty in 
general ought to have voices in the elei&ions of the 
Burgeflcs for parlement. 

Upon the queftion, the eIe£lton void in refped . 
of the want of warning to the commonalty. 

A new writ for a new ele£lion« 

4] Commonr Mr. Hackwill [4] reporteth from the Committee 
TMau/ * ^^ Privileges the cafe of Bofton in Lincolnfhire, 
4 Car. 1. 1616. Mr, Bellingham the Recorder, and Mr. Okeley 

chofen. 

The queflion, whether a fele^l number, or the 
* He of my own commonalty were to chufe. Sir * Anthony IrUy 
/vren^**to^thc chofen by majority of voices of the commonalty, and 
caufe. 1^ of the klcQ, number. 

Voted to whom Agreed by the committee, that the eledion of 
eicaio^n beknp Burgeflcs in all Boroughs did of common right 
in aU Burght. b^Qng to the commoncrs, and that nothing could 

take it from them, but a prefcription and a confhnt 

ufage beyond all memory. 

I. Upon the queftion, the right of ele£lion for 
fiurgefTes to ferve in parlement for Boflon, rtfleth 

in 
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in the commonalty, and not in the Mayor, Alder^* 
men, and Common CounciK 

a. Upon the queftion, Mr. Okeley not duly 
elefted or returned » 

3. Th^t Sir Anthony Irby duly elcfted, and 
ought to have been returned. 

4. That the Mayor of Bofton fhall be fent for, 
to put out Mr. Okeley's name, and put ia Sir 
Anthony Irby's. 

Mr. Hackwill [5] reporteth from the Committee [5] Commont 
of Privileges the cafe of Warwick. Queftion, Jj"^^; ^^^*^* 
whether the election to be made by the Mayor, and 4 Car. i. i6st« 
Common Council, or by the commons in general i 
That a petition produced whereby above 200 
commoners d i scl aim to have any right of ele£tion. The cafe of 
But that refufed to be accepted by tfie committee, Warwick. 
1>ecau(b if but one commoner appear to fue for 
his right, they will hear him. 

I. Upon the queftion, the right ofeledionfor 
the town of Warwick belongs to the com- 
monalty. 

2* That Mr. Robert Grevill and Mr. Francis 
Lucy UNDULY elected* 

3. A new writ to ilTue for a new choice in 
their rooms. 

By thefe five inftances it appears how perplext 
and conjeAural the opinions of the committee, and 

K 2 refolves 



lik 



A TREATISE of 

refolves Gfth^Houfe of Commons, were., concerning 
the right of eledingofBurgefies to ferirein parlement, 
and the perfons in whom it was lodged. They 
judged, the communities or commonalties of 
Cities and Burghs to be only the ordinary and low^ 
cr fort of citifens, Burgefies, or Freemen in general. 
And that the right of election of Burgefies in all 
Burghs did of common right belong to the com- 
moners (meaning) the ordinary fort of Burgefles 
pr Freemen, and not to the Mayor, Alderinen, and 
Common Council, as in the cafes of Bofton^ Col* 
chefter, and Warwick, nor in the BayliiBFs ai^d ca- 
pital Burgefles, being a felefl: number, as in the 
cafe of Bridport* 



[4] Ibid. Jovis 

20 Martiiy 

3 Cv* U 1^*7. 



The Communi- 
ties or Com- 
monalties of 
Cities and 
Burghs are the 
governing part 
of them. 



The ground of this popular error Was, that this 
committee (notwithftanding the two. great antiqua- 
ries [4] Sir Robert Cotton, and Mr. ScJden, and 
the Oracle of Law (fo called) Sir Edward Coke, 
were Members of it) did not truly underftand t)uB 
meaning of the words Commumtates dvitatun^ & 
Burgorumy the commonalty of Cities an4 Burghs; 
which always fignificd the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council, where they were to b^ fqi^id, 
or the Steward or BaylifF, and capital Burgefies, or 
in (hort the governing part of cities and towns, by 
what perfons foever they were governed, or names 
and titles they were called and Itpoyirn, wh^:h hath 
been fufficiently evinced by what hath b$ea &jd 
before in this treatife, upon that fubjeA. So that, 
if the communities of Cities and £uxghs h.ad been 
truly underftood, the committee ought to have de- 
termined, and the Houfe refolved, that the right of 
ele^io|i in v£ry many, if not in mpi(, or 9II Cities 
and Burghs, ought to have reiUd iA tl^e g9Y$niing 
part of them, which is always a feleSE number. 

And 
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And therefore I fhall produce many initances from 
the returns of parlement writs upon record^ to 
confirm this opinion. 

In the 26th of Ed ward the Firft, i|i moft Coun-r 
ties. Cities, and Burghs, the Knights, Citifens, , 

^nd Burgeffes are only named with their manucap- 
tors, or fureties, in the dors of the writ, as f6r 
example. [5] Nomina duorum tnUitmi comitatus [5] Retom. 
Hereford^ with each of them four manucaptorS, ™^* ^^*^^* 
ther« named. Nomina duorum civium civitatis Here- firft returns 
ford^ ^ith each two manucaptors or fureties thete **^*"^* 
named. Nomina duorum Burgenfium de Burgo Leb^ 
fhin/fery with each two manucaptors, there named j 
but not faid by whom elected, and fo in many 
others, with fome, notvery material, variation. 

Yet in fome, the eleftions are faid to be made 
by the Bailiffs, with the aifent of the community, or 
for the community of the Burghs. So the choice 
tiras made for the town of Derby. Et breve [6] [6] Ibid. 
jffiud rtttfrtuttumfuit Willielmo Oyl^y baUivo libertafis 
vtlla Derby y qui plenum reiurnam brevis hiabetpro dua^ 
tUs Burgenjibus ejufdem villa^ & mihi refpondif^ quod 
digit affhijii cottmunitatis totius villa fradiSla nia^ 
gijirum Willielmum Broun de Derby^ feT Nichtihium 
Latimer de eadem^ And that writ was returned to 
William le Oylcr bailiff of Derby, who hath 
full return of the writ for two Borgefles of the fame 
town. Apd he anfwers me, he hath chofen by the 
^teiit 6i the community of the whote towli alfore- 
(ild, Matter William Broun of Derby, an4 Nicho- 
)9sffe Latimer of the fame, who have two manu- 

K 3 captors 
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captors for each returned. In like manner for the 
[7] ibtd* town of Nottingham. Et brevi tftud [7] retmrnMtm 

fuit baUivisy tJc. ^i michi refponderunt quod ikge- 
runt ajfenfu communitath villa pradi^fa yoban. U Ple^ 
minge de Notiingbamj Adam le Flemings de eadem^ 
and that writ was returned to the bailiffs of th^ li- 
berty of Nottingham, &c. Who anfwer mc, that 
they have chofen by the aflent of the commonalty 
of the town aforefaid, John the Fleming of Not- 
tingham aforefaid, and Adam the Fleming of the 
fame, who found each two fureties for their ap- 
pearance in parlement. So twoBurgei&s chp&n, 

[S] VbaA. [8} pro commuttliate Burgi Coleajiery for the commu* 

nity of the Burgh of Colchefter, with four manu- 

[9] Ibid* captors or fureties each, likewife, [9] Jobanmi 

ae Wejireet de Hertford Simon Walle de eadem^ ek&i 
funt duo Burgenfes per Communitatem Burgenjkm 
Hertford^ ^c. And gave fecurity for their appear* 
ancc by four manucaptors eacb% 



f , 



Accordingly two Burgeflcs were eleded for the 

community of the Burgh of Newcaftle upon Tine, 

with their names and manucaptors names in a 

[i] Ibid* fchedule, Nomina [1] Burgenftum pro commwii' 

fate Burgi Novi Cajlri fuper Ttnamj funt in cedula 
buic brevi annex a. 

Bofton . In the 27th of Edward the Third, that King di- 

re£led his writ to the bailiffs of the town of Boifam 

[%] Rctorn. in Lincolnfliire. Edwardus [2] Dei Gratia^ lie 

Brev^. Pari. »y £^^^1^ ^-//^ j^ g^^^ Botolpio, fic. And thcn 

after the introdudion to, and caufes of the precq»t 
itfelf, which follows in thefe words ; Fobtts fnefi-^ 

pirn 
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finius firmiter injttngentis quod dms Burgenfa de pr^ 
ve^iorihusy & ^tifcretioribusy & magis expirtis BurgeH" 

Jibui villa pradi£faj di ajffinfu ijufdem villa fiu dila- 
tiom eligiy Cff eos (fd diem ^ locum pradi^os venire 

Jaciatisy ita quod iidem Burgenfes pro fe 1$ communitate 
villa pradicfa fuffcientem protejiatem babenty ad 
tra£landum^ conjulendum^ (^ confeutiendum his qua 
tunc divina favente dementia de communi conjilio conti^ 
gerit ordinariy ^c. We command, firmly enjoyn- 
ing you, that without delay you caufc to be chofen 
two BurgcfTes, of the more grave, difcreet, and 
experienced Burgefles of the town aforefaid, by the 
aflent of the fame town. So that the fame Bur- 
geiTes may have fufficient power for themfelves and 
the community of the town aforefaid to treat, 
confult of, and confent to thofe things, which, ^i- 
vine clemency favouring, fhall happen to be or- 
dained by common advlfe, &c. 

The return in the dors of the writ was an- 
fwerable to the words of the precept of this writ. 
Refpond. [3] Johannis de Morys^ £5f Ricardi de [3] JWd. 
Rede BaUivorum Villa de San^o Botolpho. 

Manucaptores Johannis de Skirbek de San/Io Bo- 
iolphe unius Burgenjium viila de San^o Botolpho^ de 
affenfu ejufdem villa ele^i ad tra^andum^ confu* 
lendumj Ssr confentiendum fecundum tenorem bujus 
irevis. 

Thomas de Tumby de San6fo Botolpbe. . 
Johannes de Gojberkirk de eadem* 

Manucaptors or Sureties of John de Sicirbek of 
Bofion^ one of the Burgefles of Bofton, chofen by 

K 4 aflent 
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aflent of the fame town, to treat, confult^ and con? 

fent according to the Tenor of this writ- 
Thomas de Tumby of Boftpn, 
John de Goiberkirk of the fame. 



The fame return, and in tl^e fame words, is hx 
William Bayard, the other Burgefs with two 
manucaptors. This town of Bpfton never elcc? 
t^d, or returned any Burgeffes during the refidue of 
this King's reign, nor in the reigns of Richard the 
Second, Henry the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and 
Edward the Fourth. 



Briilol. 



[4] Ibi(L 



In the writ direftcd to the Mayor and Bailiffs of 
Briftol to chpofe Burgefles for the fame Great 
Council, the precept is the fame. [4] Fobispra- 
cipimus firmiter injmgentesy quod duoi Burgenfes deprO' 
ve5iioribus^ ^ defcretioribus & magis experiis Bur- 
^enfibus villa pradiSia de ajfenju ejufdem villa fmt 
dilatiom eligiy ^ eos ad diem b* locum pradi£fos venin 
faciatis. Ita quod iidejn Burgenfes pro ft £sf commum- 
fate villa pradiSia fuffcientem potejlatetn biibent^ tff. 
As in the former writ for Bofton. 



[5] Ib'd. in 
Cedula. ' 



To the precept of this writ, the following rt-, 
turn was made. [5 j Virtute brevis domini regis 
prafeniibus annexi^ nos major tf ballivi villa Brifiol^ 
de ajfenfu communitatis villa pradiSla eligi facimui 
TToomath Babbecary^ iff JVillielmum Coumbe de ajfendd 
ad diem & locum infra breve contentos ad faciendum 
quDd ex parte domini regis eis tunc ibidem injungetuif* 
That is. 



By virtue of the King's writ annexed to diefe 
j^tefents, we the Mayor and Bailiffs of the town of 

BriftoI> 
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Briftoljby ailent of the community of the town 2^foi«r 
faid, have caufed Thpmas Babbecary and WiHiani 
Coumbe to be chofen, to be at the time and plsfpe 
tpontained in the writ, to do what on the behalf of the « 
Lord the King^ ihall tbep, and there be lnjoyne4 
them. I 

It appears by this lyrit and return, tbat the 
words ajfenfus vilU^y and aj/enfus communitatis villa^ 
iignified the fame thing ; and that as the commu- 
nity of the town, fothe town itfclf, go\^ernment of 
the town, and body politicjue were, and did confift 
of a fejefi number* 

The words of the writ diredted to the Mayor and Exccller. 
Bailiffs of Excefter for the choice of Burgefles for 
this great Council, are the fame with thofe of Bofton 
and Briftol, [6] Vobis pracipimus firmiter injungentes £^] ^^^ 
quod duQS Burgenfes de proveSiioribuSy dcfcretioribus^ (ff 
magis expertis Burgehjibus civitatis pradiSfa^ de ajfenfu 
ijufdem civitatis fine dilatione eligij ^c, ltd quod iidem 
Burgenfes pro fe ^ communitate civitatis ^ t^c. fiifficim- 
iem potejiatem habent^ &c» The return was, as 
Jiereunder written. 

Roberti de Brideport [7] ^ Johannes Spicer. [7] ^^d. in 
manucaptores I fTtllielmm IVike. ^'^ ^^^"• 

Roberti de Hugbeton ^Willielmus Sleght. 
manucaptores (^Richard Oliver* 

Re^onfio [8] Robert! de Brideport majoris civitatis [»] ^^'^' 
JExon. iff Ricardi Oliver fcf Thoma Spicer ballivorum 
fjufdem civitatis^ ac communitatis civitatis pradi^a^ 
talis ejl. ^od ipfi eligerunt pradiSfos Robertum de 
frideportj (^ Robertum de Hugbeton Burgenfes 

di£la 
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A^a dvitatisy ad.faeiendum ftcnnimn tenor um iJKui 
krruis. In £ngli(h thus : 



The anfwcr of Robert dc Brideport Mayor (^ 
the city of Exon, and Richard Oliver and Tho- 
mas Spicer, Bailiffs of the fame city, and the com- 
munity of the city aforcfaid, is fuchj That they 
have cbofen the forefaid Robert de Brideport, and 
Robert de Hugheton, Burgeflfes of the fatd city, to 
do according to the tenor of the writ. 

The words of this itturn do illuilrate the words 
of the former, and make it moft evident, that die 
aflent of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Community of 
the city of Exon, which was the government of it, 
was the ailent of the city itfe)f« 



[9] Ibid. 

London. 



The forms and words of the writ for the choice 
of citifens for the fame great Council, dire£led to 
the Mayor and Sheriffs of the city of London, aie 
the fame, [g] Vobh pr^cipimusy (f^. ^od duos 
civeSy Gff . de ajfenfu ejufdem eivitatis fine dHationt 
eligij (^c. The return was as follows. 



[tl iMi. Hi 

borib BrcTit. 



Eligi [i] fecimus Thomam Leggj Sr Thomam 
Dolfeley duos cives eivitatis London de ajjenfii ejufdem 
eivitatis ad inter ejfendum coram vobis in injianti eonfilio 
fufficientem potejlatem pro fe i^ communitate eivitatis 
praSSfa habentes ad tra^iandum^ eon/ulendum^ H con^ 
fentidum hisy quay divina favente dementia^ deeunmum 
eonjilio tunc contigerit ordinari. 



Et 
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Et pradUius Thomas Leggy attachwtus eft per 
Radulphum d$ Camuhrigge^ ^ Jolmnnm HiU- 
VJardftoke* 

Et pradi£lus Thomas Dolfeley attachiatus eft per 
Thomam JVilchiry liRogerum de ReygaU. 

Refponjk Ada Franceys Majorisj fef yohannis de 
Siodeyej 6f Johannis Pecche Vicecomitum. The return 
is thus made Englifh : 

We have caufed to be chofen Thomas Leggy 
and Thomas Dolfeley, two citifens of the city of 
London, by ailent of the fame city, to appear be-^ 
fore you in the council next to be holden, having 
fufficient power for themfelves, and the communit}r 
of the forefaid city, to treat, confult, and confent 
to thofe things which by divine clemency ihall 
happen to be ordained by common advice. 

The forefaid Tomas Leggy hath given fecurity 
for his being in parlement by John 4* 
Cantebrigge, and John Herewardiloke. 

And the forefaid Thomas Dolfeley hath done 
the fanve, by Thomas Wilchir^ and Roger 
de Reygate* 

The anfwer of Adam Franceys Mayor, and 
John de Stodeye, and John Pecche, SheriiFs. 

What is here meant, by the ailent of the city, 
and the power they had to treat for themfelves, and 
conununity of it, and what the community itfelf 
was^ hath been cleared by what hath been obferved 

upon 
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upon thereturiis of BriRol and ExOn ; and is con-y 
finned by the folloiying record beyond all coa- 
?fj|di^ioi|. 



HetQiii* ParU 



ExcslUntiJ/^ priffdpi ^ domino fu^ farijjbno d(h 
mim Edwardo Dei Gratia iUuJlrijfimo regi AngUe 
Domino Hibemie ^ Dud Aquitt^e Johamm de 
Wtngrffoe Major Civitatis London. Aldermanm^ 
flcecomiu^y W* tota communitas ejufdem civitatis, fe 
t^Jva, Noverint excellent ia veftru nos ajjlgnajft di' 
k£ios concives noftro^ Johannem de Cherleion^ lyillieU 
mum de Flete ^ Rogerum le Palmere vel duos eorumif 
ac eifdem vel duobus eorum plenam isf fufficieatem 
potedatem dediffe perprefentes ad faciendum in hoc itn 
Jianti parliamento vejiro a die SanSfi Michaelis 
ukimo preterito in ir^s feptimanas apud Ebo;*. quod de 
oommum conftllo ordinabitur in parliamento pradiSo 
juxta formam brevis vejlri nuper mVn inde dire^, 
Iti cujus rei teftimonium has literas nojiras eifdem fieri 
fadmus patentes. Sigillo communitatis naftre^r<- 
MSfefignatas, Dot. London, Sextodecimo die OHobris^ 
Anno Regni veflri duodecimo. 

To tlic moft excellent Prince, and their moft 
dear Lord, the Lord Edward by the Grdce of God 
the moft illuftrious King of England, Lord of Ire- 
land, and Duke of Aquitain, John de Wengravc, 
Mayor of the city of London, the Aldermen, 
Sheriffs, and the whole Community 6f the fame 
city, themfelves and theirs. Your Excellency 
may know we have affigned our beloved iellowr 
citifens John de Cherlcton, William de Ftete^ and 
Roger le Palmere, or two of them, and have 
given to them, or two of them, full and fufflcient 
power by thefe prefents, to dp in this your inftant 

parlement. 
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Jsarlemciit, to be holden at York three weeks after 
Michaelmas, what fhall be ordained in the forefaid 
parlement by common advice, according to the 
form of your writ lately to us direAed. In 
witnefs whereof we have made thefe our lett^s 
patents^ to be fealed with the fcal of our commu- 
nity or commonalty aforcfaid. Dated at London 
the i6th day of Odober, in the 12th year of your 
reign. 

There can be no doubt, but what was called 
the city in the preceding record, was the fame with 
the Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and whole com- 
munity, or commonalty in this record. 

The writ upon which this return was made, 
was dated at Nottingham, Auguft 25th, and di- 
re£led only to the Sheriffs of London, not to the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Community, as 
the return iniinuates, and the precepts was only to 
choofe two citifens, though there are three returned 
as chofen, 

Edwardus Dei Gratia Rex AngUa^ &r. Vice- Retorn. Bar- 
comitibui Lmd^tiy SaluUm* ^ia pro diverjis & ar^ 
duis negotiis nos ^Jlatum regni noftri fpecialiUr tangett-- 
tibus parliamentnm noftrum apud eborum a die San£Ii 
Aftchaelis proximo faturo in tres feptimanas tenere ac 
cum pralatis Uc. Vobis pracipimus firmiter injiM" 
gentes quod de civitate nojira pnsdiSfa duos civis de 
difcretioribus^ i^c. Te/ie meipfo apud Nottingham 25 
die Augufti. Anno Regni nojiri duodecimo. 

Per iffum Rtgan fi CenJUium, 

In 
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Vork. In tlieSecond <rf'Ktng HemythcFiftb^theMtyor 

rf^fctoe^"* ofYorkani thirteen more Coiictvos,fcllow-citifciis 
ivrin fa dide named in the return, Plenam ptteftaUm de Ma «w- 
imnilati chitatis hahtHttty tUgerunt duat civtt jJt- 
nni, &<■ Having full power from the whole 
community ofthccity, chofe two fit citifens, &c. 
In witncfs whereof they put their particular fcals 
to the indenture of return. 



I^^f7> In the indenture of return ferthetown of Derby 

E^lHejjviA. '" '^^ twelfth of Henry the Fourth, after fix of the 
»■ *^' elet.%rs names, which were of the community, it 

follows, bf per mkll»s aUti di eemniunitatt prte£8l 
Burgi Derbj, qui in Curia Burgi inierfinruKt tU& 
funt duo Burgtnfts^ and by many others of the 
community of the Burgh of Derby, \rtiich wiere 
prefent in the Court of the Burgh, two Burgcflct 
were ele£ttd, &'c. 



Ipfwkh. In the fccond of Edward the Third, for the 

■Boiigil iIii'r" - parlement at York, Bailiff's y Cammtinaitie dek 

win. of thL. ^iii^ ^^ Gippnuic dr mjlri commun affent avmt Elxs. 

'*"' noui Camburgai! Giffrei Stacy W Chrtftopbtr Del Bta 

de (/Ire pur nsjlrt iit villt al parlemtnt avaimditey bfe. 

The Bailiffs and Comnonalty of Ipfwich, by our 

common alTent have chofen of our fellow Bui^l&s, 

Geoiry Stacy and Chriftopher Del Bois, to be for 

our faid town at the parlemcnt aforefaid, 

Oxford. In the fccond of Henry the Fifth, the Mayor, 

Aldermen, BailifFs, and whole Community of the 
BurgelTcs of the town of Oxford, chofe BurgeSes 
for the parlcment at Weftminfter. Omtibut ad 
fuot prxfrntei littra perverurintj AJajer, Aldtrmtm, 
Baltivi ^ iaia Ctmmumtaj, Burgenjium viBf Oxutt 
Sabtumf 



Engltjh Burghs^ or Bourcughs. 

Salutemy (^e. Sciatis no$ unamm affinfu ii anfinfu 
no/irisj &€. Elegiffi dile^ios Comburgenfes noftros 
yobannem Merfton^ & Thomam Coventry ejfindum ad 
parlementumj Wr. In cujus ret Tejltmonium pra^ 
fentibus SigiUum mjirum commune appofuimus dat. 
in Gihala vilU pradi£iay l^c. % Regis Hen. 
^uinti. 

In the twenty-fifth of Henry the Sixth, for a 
parlement to be hoi den at Cambridge, Johannes 
North Major viU^e Oxon. & Johannes Barton^ JsT 
Thomas Wymond Ballivi ac tota communitas didia villa 
eligerunt Thomam Dagfieldl^ Rohertum Watford Com-- 
bergenfes fuos^ perfonas jdoneos £5f difcretos ad compa^ 
rtndum^ (ffc. John North, Mayor of the town of 
Oxford, and John Barton and Thomas Wymond^ 
and the whole community of the faid town chofe 
Thomas Dagfield and Robert Watford, their 
fellow BurgefTes, fit and difcreet perfons to ap- 
pear, &€• In cujus rei tejlimontum hiis indenturit 
tarn SigiUum Di£iorum Majoris Ballivorum fc^ di^a 
cvmmunttatisj quam SigiUum Officii Vicecomitis Oxon. 
eft appenfum. 

The later return explains the former, and fhews 
that the communitas Burgenfmm vtllay and commu- 
nitas villa^ was the fame. 



»43 



Oxford. 



In the feventh of Edward the Fourth, the re* 
turn was thus, Prafens biUa indentatafaSfoy i^c. 
Teftatur quod Ricbardus Buftrad & Thomas HaUnan^ 
Ballivi Burgi Oxon^ fcf Cumburgenfes Burgi pradi^H 
ix unanimi ajfenfu li confenfu eligerunt JVillielmum 
Bidfton & fyillielmum Dayvik Burgenfes ejjendi ad 

parlcTnentum^ 



Oxford. 



tU A t R E A T I S E pi" 

parlehtihtum^ bfe. The prefent bill indented niade^ 
&c. Witnefleth that Richard Burftrad and Tho^ 
mas Halman, Bailiffs of the Burgh of Oxford^ 
« and their fellow Burgeiles of the faid Burgh^ hj 
one aflent and confent chofe William Bedfton and 
William Day vile, BurgefTes to be at the parle- 
ment, &c. In cujus ret tejlimonium COMMUNI 
Sigillum appofuerunt^ l^c* Ih witnefs whereof they 
' put to the common feal, &Ci 

* 

BaiiifiTt ind It is not to be otherwife thought^ but the 

fes the famT BaUifFs and fellow Burgeffes were the fame pcr- 
with Baiiifts, f^j^g in this retum, with the Bailiffs and Commu- 

and Community . ^ . ry^#-i-t i ii 

•I Commonalty, nity of the town of Oxford m the others, and that 

the eleftion was now made as formerly, notwith- 
ftanding the different expreflions^ and clerkfhip of 
the return $ and that thefe Combtirgmfes^ fellon^ 
Burgeiles, were of the fame rank and order, with 
the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Aldermen, before they 
had been chofen and promoted by, and out of their 
fellow Burgeiles, and were not of the moft ordinary 
and poor fort of Burgeiles or Freemen, Ivho 
never were ordinarily or regularly of the com- 
munity or common council of the town or Burgh« 

To confirm what hath tjeen lafl faid, I ihall 
produce the returns of Wallingford in the eleventh 
of Henry the Fourth, and Fifth of Henry the 
Fifth. 

J^hM.H^: Vifo breve Dmini Regis ms johanw thrhy, Md- 
4. In Pryn'8 jor Bufgi Wallingford^ (f^ pmnes ejufitm Burgi Cm- 
tarrRcdhri^r" ^^^i^.^fih Scrutinio veritotis eligtmus, ^ orditunmus 
^eafliigford. 7^*^^^^ Cotterel^ fcT JVillielmum CotUrely noftr^s 

Burgenfes 
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Burgmjes in peritia abiks^ &f homftos procuratofts ad 
Weftmonaflerium adparkmentum Domini Rigis^ ipfii 
tonferentes noflram pienariam poUjiatem ad omnia CsT 
Jingula ibidem legalia facienda^ &f in Uftimonium ordi^ 
mationis ^ ehSfionis prafatarum^ rios ante didfi Major^ 
li prafati Burgi Comburgenfes huic indentura ficun^ 
dum diifi brevis ixigentiam figilla nojira appofuimuSk 
, Sicutpatet infcriptura inferius nominatim. 

yohannes Derby^ Willielmus Arnegat^ Thomas 
Swallwayke^ Roger us Baker ^ Willielmus Morgan^ Jo-- 
hannes Culham, Willielmus EJfexy Johannes Payable j 
Robertus Colfil^ Galfridus Littell^ JohanHes Breewoody 
Rjohertus Dejfontj Johannes Hert, The Engliih of 
which runs thus : . 

-Having feen the King's writ, we John Derby, 
Mayor of the Burgh of Wallingford, and all the 
fellow Bui'gefles of the fame Burgh, have by true 
fcrutinychofen and appointed John Cotterell and 
William Cottwrell, our fkilful Burgeiles, and 
honeft Procurators in the parlement of the Lord 
the King at Weftminfter, conferring upon them 
our full power to do there all and fingular legal 
things : And in witnefs of the appointment and 
ordination aforefaid, we the forefaid Mayor and 
fellow Burgefles of the forefaid Burgh, according 
to the exigency or command of the faid- writ, hare 
put to our fealsto this indenture, as it doth appear 
here underwritten name by name# 

John Derby, William Afnegat, Thomas Swall- 
wyke^ Roger Baker, William Morgan, John Cul- 
ham,'WiUiam Effex, John Payable, Robert Col- 
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Teftatur. ^od iidem RicarduSj 'JAanmi Enum^i^ 
Ricardus Harry Riechnue, HenricuSy CfT amnes alii 
Comhurgenjis fui unammi ajfenfu ^ eonfenfu^ &(. 
Eligerunt Edwardum Gower^ WilUelmum Stavefyy &f. 

This indenture made at Helfton-Burgh, &c. 
' between John Colfhill, Knight, Sherif, &c. on 
the one part, and Richard Lanargh, Mayor of the 
Burgh aforefaid, John Emmont, and John Harry 
Ricchowe, Bailiffs of the fame Burgh, and Henry 
Gellyot, and all other their fellow Burgeflesof 
the Burgh aforefatd, on the other part, witneifeth, 
that the fame Richard, John Emmont, Richard 
Harry Ricchowe, Henry, and all other their 
fellow Burgeffes, by their unanimous aflent and 
confent, &c. chofe Edward Gower and William 
Stavely, &c. 

Here the Comburgenfes,- or fellow Burgcffes 
of this town, were in their ordinary value and 
efteefm, equals to the Mayor and Bailiffs, as 
being their fellow Burgefles ; fo that 'tis not hard 
to believe they were the community, or governing 
part of the Burgh. 

Wiodfor. In the 25th of Henry the Sixth, the return for 

Windfor was thus : H^c indintura faSfa^ {ffc . Tef- 
tatur quod Major V Communitas Burgenjium Burgi di 
Nova JVindfort eligimus & nominavimus de communi 
confilio nojlro Rogtrum Fafnam, i^ Rogerum Scbemum 
di£li Burgi Burgenfes ad comparendum^ ^c. In jw- 
rum Ujiimonium figillum^ commune omnium ^ fmgvk^ 
• In the Rje- rum Burgenjium^ (^ communitatis pradiHa * ha- 
Ws cUai^nem. hmtium eUSiionem interejfentium prafentibus eft appm* 

fum. Dat* apud Wind/on^ isfc. pnefentibus Jaharm 

Avelpi 



EngU/h Burghsy or Beuroughu I49 

Avelyn^ Majore Burgi pradiSii^ Willielmo Scherman^ 
"-fVillielmo Trowe^ Roger Weytiy Johanne Notewty 
JSalliviSy Johanne Bethewood^ Thoma Swan^ Johanne 
Ruwilondu Thma Pers^ HicardQ Bfrnfird^ Conjlahi^ 
lor its t^ afiisp 

Here we find the parlement Burgefles of New 
Windfor chofen by the Mayor and Community of 
the Burgefles of that Burgh. In witnefs whereof, 
(he comrxion feal of all and lingular Burgefle$, 
^d of the cpipmunity aforefaid, which had voices 
jn the eledion, was affixed to the indenture. 
Pated, ^c, in the prefencc of John Avelin, 
M^yor, William Schernian, William Trowe, 
Roger Wete, and John Notewaye, Bailiffs, John 
]3e(he)vood, Thomas Swan, John Ruwelond, 
Thomas Pers, Hich^rd Bernard^ Conftables, and 
Pthers, 

But in the 7th of Edward the Fourth, about Windfor, 
twenty four years afterwards, the return is much 
^different, Prafens billa indentata fa£la^ &'c. Tejlaiur 
quod Johannes Scot, ^ Wifliebnus Kemfale^ Ballivi 
Burgi de Windfor e, £r Comburgenjis Burgi pradifti 
iligerunt Willielmum Evinton W Henricum Frafueys 
Burgenfes ejjindi ad farlementum, &c. In cujus res 
teftimonium figillum commune appofueruntj id eji^ 
Ballivi^ i^ Comburgenfesy ftgillum appofuerunU 

The Communitas Burgenjiumj in the former re* 
turn, and the Comburgenfes in the latter, were the 
feme body of men ; that is, tjiofe with the chief 
pficers made the governing part of the Burgh, who 
Ui moft) if not ;dl corporations have the common 

Jj 3 fe^il 
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feal at their difpofing, and hy their only CMilcat , 
it is to be affixed to an^ writing. See the re- 
turns for Oxford, in the fccond of Henry die 
Fifth, and twenty-fifth <rf Henry the Sixdi, 
here before mentioned, for the clearing of this 
matter. 

Reding, In the fame 25th of Henry the Sixth, the rctHm 

was the fame for Reding. Hat imUntura, (jfc, 
Teflatur, qutd nas major W commumtat Burgi dt Rj' 
df%e ordincnjimus iligimus, ^ neminavimut decammtaa 
cmJUh noflro Simon Kent (st David Gewer di£ti Burp 
Burgenjts ad iemparendum, t^e. In quorum ttfiimf 
mumjigillum commune omnium i£ finguhrum Burgn- 
" In the Re- Jium i3 eommunilatis pradHia * hahentitim ele&iBtum 
mmitleaioiifni. hterefentium prafentihus eft appenfum. Dat. aptd 
Reding, &■£, Prafeutibus Jshantit Sawyer, Mejtrt 
Burgi pradi£ti, Koberto Marys, fyHlitlmo Stappeft 
Edwardi Linacre, 'Johaime Weft, Thama Geldatrit 
CenftabulariiSf Ricardo FarUj Barlbeltm, jft imn 
bellivii, y aliis. 

Reding. So in the fame 7th year of Edward Ac 4tli, 

the words of the return were the fame, except t)ie 
names. Praftns billa indentata, He. Ti/iatur ffc^ 
IVillitlmus Bluet &f Johannes Brode, SaUivi Burgi df 
Rtddinge £tf Comburgenfts Burgi prte«&41i tx wuam 
apnfu H mifenfu eligerunt Johanntm Bukkt i^ Jabot- 
r.im Vpflon, Burgenfes ejfendi ad parUmenium Dtmia 
Regis, (^c, Incujus rei teftimonium JigifUim ami mim 
pritfentibus app»/ueruau There needs no other 
oblervation here, than what was nude upoo 
the foregoing returfis for Wiodfor in (tie b""^ 
ytasu 

Tbi 
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The return for Lcti in NorfF. Seventh of Ed- Lcn. 
ward the Fourth, was. Major ^ commumtas iligi^ 
runt Henricum Birmingham Gf jyiUielmum Pibgn^ 
fiurgenfes villa Jhe Burgi Len^ £sfc. In the twelfth 
of Edward the Fourth, it was the fame in the I7th9 
it was Major £5f Burgenfes profit et communitate 
glig/srunt^ &c^ 

So for Great Yarmouth in that County, for the yannouth. 
fame ycar^ Ballivi £sf communitas villa magna Jt^ 
mmuthfi fligerunt Johan. Rufsy £r JohanM Tymperlfy ad 
ejjind. ad parUmentum^ &c. In the 12th of this 
King it was, Ballivi di fommuni affinfu villa ^ligfrunt^ 
&<:. In fiic 17th of the fame King it was, 
Ballivi i^ communitas unanimi ajfenfu $ligerunty &c. 
The meaning and intent of the returns was the 
fame, 

I^ the 1 2th of Edward the Fourth, Major (sT WelU^ 
communitas unanimi aj/enfu ^ conjinfu iligerunt Jo* 
hannem Beynton ^ Willielmum Abury cives civitatis 
fFellen/is ad interej/ind, in proximo parlemento apud 
Wtftmnfip &c^ As by the return for Wells in 

. Somerfetihire, for that year appears and the 
like return changing the names it in the 17th year 

, oftbatjting* 

In the return for Brideport, xyth of Edward the Brideport* 
Fourth. Ballivi Isf Burgenfes di Brideport par 
.^mfim ^ cop/infum totius Burgi communitatis iligi' 
Tuni Thomam ifeburgb If Robirtum Hill^ duos Bur* 

/ L4 In 
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In the 7th of Edward the Fourth, only five 
Burgefles of Colchefter, named in the return, 
choofe two Burgefles, William Ford and Johi^ 
Boteler, in the County-court, holden at Chelms- 
ford, for the parlement mentioned in the writ, &c. 

In the 1 2th and 17 th of that King, the returns 
were thus, Balivi Burgi Cokbejier^ i^c. EUgifeu^. 
runt per majorem partem Burgenjium magis fufficientlum 
yobdn. Wright ^ Johan. Botehr. EJend. proBuT'i 
go illo ad parlementum^ &c. 

In the feventh of that King, John Herthu]l| 
Efq. John Fiflier, of Warwick, and only ten 
more named in the indenture of return, did in the 
County-court, holden at Warwick, on the Mon- 
day next before Whitfunday, choofe Edward 
Durant and Benedidl Lee, Burgejfis pro Burgn 
Villa fFarwick, to which indenture the SheriiF, 
on one part, and all the twelve electors on the 
other, put to their feals. 

'Tis not faid in the return of T^hat quality any 
of thefe eleftors were, whether Mayor, BailiiFs, or 
what others, yet it cannot be doubted, but they 
were of the beft and moft iubftantial Burgefles^ 
and were at leaft part of it, if not the whole com- 
munity, or government of the town. 



v.- 



In the 1 2th and 17th years of that King, the 
Burgefles were alfo chofen in the County -court^ 
but not faid how, or by whom, for their/names 
are only indorfed en the yrit, with their mafiucapT 
tors, and likewife only mentioned in the ino^tuie 
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of return for the county. Yet, by a parallel re-r 
furn, we may makie a more than probable coi^- 
jefture, they were chofen by the chief magiftrate, 
or m.agiftra|tes, and (he cpipmunlty of the towfi» 

For in the J5th of EdwarcJ the Secpnfl, aftef LJfic^lii, 
the Knights of the Shire, intfoffed pn fhe KJng's 
y^rit of fummon3, the citifens of Lincoln follow ip 
the fame method with their manucaptors, and in 
the fame fprm here nr^dexw^ttej^^ 

Manucaptom fjenrici d^ Hakethom^ f^^Vf f^V^^ 
fhitatts Lincofn, 

yohannei Fowkr^ de Lincolzu 
Adem del Marray$ de eadan* 

ManucapUres Thoma Gamely aherius ctviuni civita^ 
tis de Lincoln. 

Philippus Millays de Lincoln^ 
Roger us Ingloys de (adem. 

The like returns are in the dors of the writ for Grlmlb/ an4 
Grimfby and Stanford, and then it follows, Et Sunford^ 
non plures civitates feu Burgi in commitatu Lincoln^ 
Bofton and Grantham being omitted. 

Here is only a bare return of the names of the 
citifens of the city of Lincoln, with their fureties, 
whp were to be at the parlement to be holden at 
York, three weeks after Eafter, without any men- 
tion, how, or by whom chofen. Yet, by the 
petition, certificate, or return following, which is 
^pw fewed to the King's writ, directed to the 

Sheriff 
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Sheriff of Lincolnlhire, it appears they were 
elected by the Mayor and Commonalty of the city 
of Lincoln. 

J tres mble honu ^ fage Sire WiUiam de Eyrmhme^ 
Metre £^ la Comminalty de Nicoky quant quid devent & 
foentj D*onors ^ reverences^ pur cet Sire, qui nous 
evens E/utZj Henry de Haketbom^ (^ Themas Gamel 
n»s ConeiteynSy de venir au parlemeut noftre Signeur h 
JRoij par la citee de Nocolefelonc le purport U hriefUifi 
noftre Seigneur fe Roiy & ore le dyt Thomas ne ft 
I^fggne venir pur rien que nous favoms faire^ pur quoj 
Sire nous avons Eflutz Alayn de Hodelfton en le 
lieu le dyt T'homasy a faire Iff aj/intir pur la dite citte 
filonc le tenure le dyt breif^ ^ vous Priom Cher Sire^ 
Jil vous ple/iy que le dit Hen. Et Alayn voilets refcei" 
^ire pur la citee avant dite. En tefmoygnance de quel'- 
que chofe a cejirez prafents avons mis le feal de noftr^ 
meiretee^ J)on a Nicole lefecondejour de May Ian du 
reign noftre Seigneur le lioi £dward que or eft qui Dim 
GdrJe^ ^mnft^nu. 

BeAdes, that 'tis manifeft from this certificate 
find return that the Mayor and Commonalty of the 
city of Lincoln, eleftcd thefe two citifens to reprc**- 
fent them in parlement; there are feveral other 
things may be obferved from it: As firfl-, dijit 
Thomas Gamel, one of the citifens, though he had 
two manucaptors returned with him on l^e dors 
of the writ, yet would not go to the parlement 
for any thing the Maypr and Commonalty of the 
city knew what to do. Secondly, that they 
without any other, or new writ, after his name 
was .returned to the iheriiF, and by bitn indorM 
.outthe writ, and returned with two manucaptors 
for his appearance at the day and place appointed 

for 
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for the parlement, elected another citifcB, Alayn 
de Hodelfton in his pUce, and defired Sir WiHiam 
^yrminne, (ihenMafter ofthe J^oUs, ^nd ICeeper 
of the Seal, in the abfence or time of indifpoiitioii 
pf John 3ii9iop of Norwich, then Lord Chancellor) 
that he being thus elected bjr them, according to 
the form of the firft writ of the King, might be re^ 
ceived with the other citifen Henry de Hakethorn^ 
lirft elefled with Qamel, as citifen for this parjc- 
inent, upon the Mayor's feal of ofHce affixed to 
tWs certificate. Thirdly, if Ilodelfton fate, as in • 
^11 probability be did, there could not then be fucb 
line niceties and pundilioes in the returp of pair- 
lemept writs, ^s at this prefect. 

How Cirencefter in Glpucefterfhire came to 
fend BurgelTes, 22 Jacobi, I kpow not, it fent 
pone before that time that I i:an find« 

In the return for the city of Rochefte^ , in the ]t«chefier. ' 
17th of Edward the Fourth, the Words were very 
general, and thefe following. H^tc indmturafaSfa 
apud Kochejler, ^c. Tefiatur quod Wtllielmus JUdun" 
gehanij Major civitatis roffen una cum cmnibuSy {i 
Jingulis civibusj iff ctimmuniariis ejufdem civitatis elige^ 
runt £sf nominaverint Johan. Kyrton £r WtUielmum 
JUv^rSj ad ejfend. civespro fivitat, &c. , 

The meaning whereof is, that the Mayor, to^ 
gether with all and fingylar citifens, and com« 
ipuners» that is, with all and every citifen, who 
w;is a communer, and of the community of the 
city, which was as mwb as to fay, the whole 

community 
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^community of the city cbofe tbetn f<pr the eommu^ 
niarii^ or comminiarii of the city of London, ara 
the Common Council Men thereof, and a fefeft 
number of the moft worthy, and able citifens, as 
appears by the ftyle of the Common Council in the 
city }>opks« Commune concilium tent, in camera 
Guildhally civitatis London^ &c. Coram Tali^ Ma^ 
jore ciyitatis^ &c. Thep after the names of the 
aldermen prefent, and fheriffs, it follows. Nee 
non majors parte fomminariorum didf^e civitatis in com* 
muni concilio tunc ^ ibidem ajfemblat^ and it cannot 
be doubted but the commoners of the city of Ro- 
chel^er were perfons pf the fame cpndi^iofi. 

Bath and '^ ^'^^ '^^^ ^^^ '7th years of Edward the 

^fidgewaten Fourth, the returns of Bath and Bridgewater in 

Spmerfetfhire, are thus penned. Hac indentura^ 
ice. Tefiaiter quod fives civitatis Batban, Ex unani" 
mi ajfenfu eligerunt^ &c, Williehnum H^fynes ^ Ro* 
hertum Baten^ &c. Ad ejfend. ad parliamentum^ &c. 
So for the Burgh. Hac indentura, &c. Te/laiur 
quod Burgenfes Burgi de Bridggewater unanimi ajfenfu 
ilegerunt Thomam Tremaley^ ^ Johannetn Kfndale^ fro' 
Burgenfibus diSfi Burgi ad ejfendum ad parliaprien^ 
turn* ^c. 

How the elcftions have been made in the Burgh 

of Bridgewater, fmce the date of thefe writs, and 

^ of late times, I cannot fay. But in the city of 

[i]Pryii'sBrcv Bath, thcv have always been made \i\ only 

Pari. Red Jviva. , i. i^/r au ^^ \rZ ./ 

p. 317. by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, 

confifting of thirty-one perfons and no more, not- 
withftanding thefe general ' words. Gives or Bur^ 
jgenfes^ or at Icaft, Major j Aldermanniy fS dves 
eiegerunty have been in moft of their returns, 

to 
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in the 13th year of King Charles the Second, 
16619 Alexander Popham, and William Pryn, 
Efquires, were chofen citifens for the city of fiath, 
by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citifens, as in the 
[2] retuVn, of which the whole number that [a]IW<^•^3I3• 
elcfted them were but twenty one perfons, of the 
thirty one above-mentioned. There happened a 
controverfy about this ele£lion, there being two 
competitors [3] chofen by one Alderman, five [3]niid.p.3i7, 
Common Council Men, and thirty-two Freemen, 
the queftion before the Committee of Privileges, 
and the parlement was, [4]. whether all the Free- [4] I|>"*•^3If# 
men and citifens of Bath had, and ought to have 
voices in the eledion of citifens to ferve in parle- 
ment, or only the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council of the city. That the choice had 
been always made by the latter was clearly proved. 

The principal matter then [5] infifted upon by [5]Ibli•^3l0l. 
the competitor's counfel, was, that the elections 
were made in the name of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and citifens of Bath, which word citifens, muft 
necefTarily, and of common right be intended of all 
the citifens, and freemen of 'the city, who are 
citifens, and not of the citifens only, that are 
Common Council Men. 

To this it was, or might have been anfwered. 
That Knights of the Shire are faid to be chofen 
by the county, or the whole community of the 
county, and yet thofe words do not extend to all 
the inhabitants of the county, though never fo 
rich, for tradefmen and others whofe eftates are in 
money or goods, nor copyholders, or leafeholder s 
have any voice in fuch eledions. And the com- 
mons 
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Itions aflembled in parkment, are uCuallj ftiled the 
Commoiialty of the Realm^ nay all the Commons 
of the Rearm, as in the Stat, of Provifors^ 25 
Edward the Third, and others ; yet are a felefi 
number of perfons elected, intrufted, and authorized 
not by half the inhabitants of England. So that 
though the words Gives ^ Bwgenfes may in fome 
cafes, and in their full latitude, extend to all 
Citifens, Burgefles, or Freemen, and inhabitants 
alfo of Cities and Burghs, yet in many others, and 
moft frequently in this particular cafe of electors, 
they are reftrained to fome fele£t number of 
Citifens and BurgefTes, or to the chief Magiftrates 
aod Common Council, Whoever defires further 
fatisfa£lion in this point, may perufe Mr. Pryn's 
Brevia Parliamentarta RedivivOy from page 320 to 
page 328. 

Citffaistnd In feveral counties the Citifens and Burgefles 

famcLaty" ^^^^ chofcn in the County X^ourts with the 
Cmttx. Knights, on the day of the Knight's eIe£lion in 

the fame court, and jointly returned in one inden- 
ture efpecially before the Stat, of the 23d of 
Henry the Sixth, and in fome after that; there 
were commonly fent four or five Citifens or Bur- 
geffes from the refpciSlive Cities, or Burghs, whereof 
the Mayor, or chief Magiftrate was ufually one, 
to the County Court, ^ui de ajfenfu totius commu* 
nitatis^ ctvitatts vel Burgi eligerunty &c. Who by 
aflent of the whole Community of the city or 
Burgh, from which they were fent, did choofe 
Citifens and BurgefTes, who gave them full and 
fufficient power for themfelves, and the community 
of the Cities and Burghs, to do and confent to fuch 
things, as by Common Council Ibould be ordained. 

One 
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One example of thefe returns may be feen in the 

♦ Appendix which was made for Somerfetihire^ • N« 14. 

in the fecond of Henry the Fifth, and the like is 

upon record for Dorfetfhirc, in the fame year; 

there is alfo m that year one for Wiltihire, though 

not in the very fame form, for which fee the * Ap- • N. ijf 

pendix for Devonfliire in the 27th of Henry the 

Sixth, for Cambridge and Huntington, Warwick v 

and Kent, and other Counties and Shires, in other 

years. 

« 

BurgeiTes for the town of Cambridge were Cambridfe. 
chofen in the County Court in the 2d of Henry 
the Fifth, in 4, 6, 11, 14, and 29 Henry the Sixth, 
and 17 Edward the Fourth, In the 2d of Henry 
the Fifth, there were chofen in the County Court, 
by X twelve clears only. Ex ajfenfu t&tius Com- t 1^4. N. *«. 
munitatis Burgi^ by aflent of the whole Community 
of the Burgh. And from this time to the 22d of 
Edward the Fourth, being the laft returns in the 
Tower, there are but eight eIe£lors mentioned in Or eight tcMti* 
the returns, whether the eleftion'was made in the to^ofSct^ 
County or Town Court. In the 27 th of Henry 
the Sixth, the eledion was made % 1>7 only eight X IbUU N. ijs 
ele<Sors, for the Community of the Burgh, ac« 
carding to the cuftom of the liberty of the Town. 
In the twenty-ninth of the fame King, the ele<^ion 
was made in the Counfy Court, J by eight X ^Mi* K* iS. 
ele£lors only, according to the cuftom of the towii, 
who are named in both returns. 

Ta the 7th and 12th of Edward the Fourth, the HttntifigUw 
eledions for Huntington were made by 12 perfons and Wic^mli 
only, there being no aflent or authority of, or from Juftorfc" *"*^' 
others mentioned in the returns* The like were 

made 
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inide by iz perfons only for Wicomb in Buckinf* 
hamlhire^ in the 12th and 17th of the fame King ; 
and fuch as will fcarch the returns in the Tower, 
may find very many fuch eledions made conftantly 
by a ceruin number of eledors, in thefe and other 
towns, and even in fuch, where of late ((ince ttie 
22d of King James the Fiift) popular elc£Uoiti 
have fometimes prevailed. 

To all thefc inflances for the gteater proofj 
that the Communities of Cities and Burghs did 
and ought to choofcj may be added,- that the 
Citifeifs and Burgefles conftantly had from thai 
particular Cities and Burghs, power to treat, 
do and confent for themfelves, and the £ud Com- 
munities, according to the tenor of aliwrits^ in, 
all times, and thofe, for whom they were to 
treat, do and confent, did, or moH certainly 
ought to fend them : For the Citifens and Burgeflis 
rcprefented the Cities and Burghs, and were Truf- 
tees for them in parlement, as the Community, or 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, or the 
chief Magiftrate, and capital Burgefles, rcprefented 
them at home, inthe Cities and Burghs themfelve^ 
and were truflees for them there. For before 
bribery, meat ard drink, with infmuation and 
artifice, prompted to the mean and ordinary poor 
forts of Burgefles, a right which anclentlythcy 
never dreamt of, there were no contefts between 
them and the Communities, or Commonalties, 
or the governing part of Cities and Burgefics 
abo':t the eIe£^ion of Citifens and Burgefles tore- 
prefent them in parlement, feeing when they re- 
ceived wages, it was a burthen to thofe that cbofe 
and 



Engltjb Burghsy or Bourtughs. l6l 

and fcnt them. And it is not eafUy to be imagined, 
poor ordinary men would contend for a burthen, 
or feek a trouble, 

Befides, the returns are very uncertain, and dif- Retunn «f 
fcrent in form, fometimes the names of the KnightiJ, ^ft!\ *° ^®^" 

' o » uncertain* 

Citifens, and Burgefles only with their fureties 
are returned. Sometimes they are made according 
to the tenor of the writ, but moftly according to 
the form, fancy, and invention of the clerk that 
drew them up, without any ftri£tnefs of words or 
defign to inform pofterity, who were or ought to 
be elefl:ors. The writs were commonly in the nZ" 
tart of z venire facias J and the Cities and Burghs 
took care only to fend their Citifens and Burgeiles 
according to the precept, which was the bufinefs^ 
of the government of the places, to which the 
writs were direded, and that was the beft judge 
who was fitted to ferve them ; there was then no 
driving for votes, or making parties or factions to 
be eled^edf 

Hitherto of the great probability, if not certainty, 
who anciently were, and now ought to be the 
electors in all Cities and Burghs, which have 
Charters, and free Burgefles. But the difficulty is. 
Who ought to be ele£^ors in fuch towns or Burghs, 
that have neither charter, cilftom, or free Burgefles, 
as in the cafe of* Cirencefter above-mentioned, • Foi. 60. a.b. 

To this I fay, firft, that where there is neither 
charter, cuftom, or Burgeflfes, there can be no 
Burgh. 

Secondly, as to this particular cafe, I am apt to 
believe Cirencefter was anciently no Burgh, for 

M amongft 



46s ATREATISEof 

amongft all tbc returns in the Tower, from the 
26thof Edward the Firft, to the J7thof£dwud 
the Fourth, there is not one for that town. 

Thirdly, I fay, that bccaufe fcvcral towns have 
Tent Burgcflb or members to parlement, therefore ttt 
ajlert according to the vulgar opinion, they mull be 
Bui^s, or, as they call them, Burghs by prefcrip^ 
tion, as pot having Charter or fiurgefics, tsaq 
error occafioncd by want of due obfervation and 
peru&l of ancient records, 

For, no Man that I know of hath taken notice 
of tenants in ancient demeans, having been fent 
to, and having fat in parlement. And feveral of 
thofe towns that fent them, were fuch as might 
have no charters conftituting them free Burghi, 
and confequently had no free Burgefles, for, as it 
hath been faid and proved before, thefe were made 
[i]Hcnf. 47. fuch by [i] charters only, and the grant qf 
5^n? n."'' b^ roy»l liberties, by which Cities and Eurg^is were 
conftituted. 

But it will be faid, that never was any writ or 
fummons dire^ed to the Sheriffs, to fend to any 
town of the King's ancient demeaAis, to choofe 
and fend two tenants to parlement, as there was 
for Cities and Burghs, to fend Citifens and Bur- 
geffcs. 

To this I reply, and do confefs, I never did fi» 

fuch writs or fummons directed to any flierifis, 

Tenanci In or tenants in ancient dcmeafns, to fend any ft 

™fni how ^^^" "'"'" number to parlement, nor was there 

.nd by whom ^nj titti of it, for the rcprcfentatives of fuch towns 
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as were Burghs bjr charter, and alfo the King's 
ancient demeafns, reprefented both the Burgefles 
and tenants too, and in fome places might therefpre 
be chofen by them both* 

Secondly, when it was left to the iheHffs as 
hath been [2] fhewn before, to diredt his precepts [*] Hert f. 51, 
to what Burghs, towns, or places he pleafed, he ^** ^^ *^* 
might fend them to fuch large towns of the King's 
ancient demeafns as had a market only by conve- 
nience and permiffion, or charter, without the con* 
ftitutive claufe of a Burgh, or free Burgefles, for it 
was a hard matter todiftinguifh fuch market towns 
from Burghs, which by outward appearance, in 
many things could not be diftinguifhed, feeing they 
always paid the fame tallages and taxes that 
Burghs did, they were free from [3] toll all over MRegiftero/ 
the kingdom, free from [4] contributing to the [4] AppwdVa! 
wages of Knights of the Shire, and free from fuit '*• 
to hundred and County-court, as Burghs were. 
They only wanted Burgh liberties and royalties^ 
free Burgefles, a Merchant-gild, or community 
and peculiar officers, which were the charade- 
riflicks of a Burgh, and were created and pafled by 
charter, which the fherifFs might not take no-> 
tice of. 

Laflly, when fome fheriffs might call for the 
charters, and enquire after the free BurgefT^s 
Df fome towns, they might not find any, or be in« 
Formed there was none, which fometimes might be 
^ caufe of fome negative returns, that there were 
10 more Burghs in fuch or fuch a county, thao, 
ivhat they then returned. 

M 2 When 
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When therefore, there doth arife a difpute about 
•loAionSy by whom they ought to be made, *in fuch 
town as have neither charter nor Burgefles. The 
anfwer is ready, that they ought ta be made by the 
Freeholders, fuch as are poffcflcd^f the ancient dc- 
meafn lands, or thofe which anciently by one way 
•r other had been in the crown. 



Moft aftlie From the 17th of Edward the Fourth which are 

writt and Re- ^jj^ i^ft returns of parlement in the Towers now 

tumt loity unce * ' 

thereigmofEd. kuown, to the firft of Edward the Sixth, the re* 
^ ' turns are all loft ; there arc two bundles in the 

Chappel of the Rolls in the time of Henry the 
Eighth, but not legible. Two odier bundles in 
the reign of Edward the Sixth, ift and 6th. Five 
bundles in the reign of Queen Mary. Seven in 
the reign of Queeit Elizabeth. Three in the 
reign of King James the Firft, and five in the 
rdgn of King Charles the Firft, and no others 
either in the Petty-bag, Crown-office, or in any 
other known place, untill the reign of King 
Charles the Second. 



Returns fince 
King Henry 
tbf eishth. 



And thefe returns here are not much unlike tiiofe 
in the Tower, as may appear in thefe few inftanceS| 
being alfo different in moft^laces, according to 
the clerkihip of thofe that made them. 



ri] Retorn. 
BrcT.Parl i. 



Cheping-Wicomb in Buckinghamshire. {1] 

VI In ^^^^ indintura Ujlaiur^ &c. S^uod majw faT Btirgtnfts 

CapeiURotttlot untmimt ajfenfu if confinfu iligirunty kc In cujus 

Wicomb. j^^ teJUmonium maj$r GT BurginfisftpUumJimm iff9* 

/forunt. 

For 
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For the fame town/ Hac [2] indirOura Uftatvr^ W ftU. «.W. 
yt. ^mod maj9r^ balliviy ^ Burgmfis unamm 
ajfinfu eligerunt^ Vc. In cujus ret tefiimmium major 
belliva V Burgenfes ftgiUum Juum afpofuerura. The 
fame return in i Maria. And the eIeS:ions of 
Mayor, Burgefles, and town-oiScers, were then 
made by a kltSt number, under the nameof Mayor^ 
Bailiffs and Burgeffes, ever fmce, except for a 
few years laft paft, as alfo the parlement members 
exclufive of the ordinary freemen* 



Reading in Berkfhire. Hac [3] iruUntura ujiaiar^ [3] ll»^ '^ 
&c, ^oi majory Burgenjis if Commumtas Burgif Reading* 
^dinavimusj eligimuSy & nominavimusy &c. In cujus 
ni tiftimontum major (sT Burgenfes Jigilium Juum com^ 
mune^ Sic, 

New Wtndfiry nos major Burgenfes ftf Commumtas [4] JhiL 1. 
[4] Nova Winifor /a* unanimi affenfu 13 confenfu *"^^,^ 
no/Iris elegimusy &c. Windibr« 

What this community or commonalty of New- 
Windfor was, may be fcen in the charter of t Ed- t ^» Arcfciwt 
ward the Fourth, inrolled in the Exchequer in 
Eafter term, in the 7th of that King, roll the 4tb, 
with the King's remembrancer, and in the loth 
year of the fame King, in the fame term, roll the 
5th, with the treafurer's remembrancer. By which 
charter 'tis plain, that the corporation, or body 
politic, and the community, was the fame thing. 
X Concedimus Edmundo Pury nunc majoriy necnon Tbo. % Wi* . 
Sherman & Willielmo Stephen balUvisdiHa villadeNova 
Windfor & Burgenftbusy V inhahitantibus gufdem 
villayquodipJiBurgenfeSy^ inhabitdntesy (i.e.theBur- 

M 3 geiles 
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A€mmmXxf gefles cefident, that dwelt in the town) dcc^erofin 

C^rponte. '* piTpitUUm UtUWi fOTpliS ttt n c? nomiKi CT UNA 

COMMUNITAS P£RP£TUA CORPORATA de UtlB 

majore V duohm hallivhj ac Burgenjibus qufdem wlUe^ 

ipjique nu^or ballivi (^ Burgenfes fucceffionem babeant 

fifpetuamj W quod ipji major ballivi , & Burgenfes tf 

fuccejfores fui per nomine Major isy Ballivorum^ ^ Bur* 

genfium^ de Nova Windfor piacitare ^ implacitariy ice. 

And that thele Burgeifes were a fcle<^ number of 

the chief inhabitants of the town, it appears by 

the town books, in which the tranfa£lion of the 

Burgh and Corporation have been noted, and from 

time to time fet down. Thcfe Burgeifes at firft 

were the King's tenants, as appears by another 

tLit.pat.2 td. + charter of Edward the Fourth, Sciatisy quod cum 

llaitir^in- Eduardus nuper Rex Anglia primus pe/i conquejlum^ 

f^tximuu concejjarit pro fe ^ haredibus fuisy quod villa fua de 

Nova Iflndfor deinceps Liber Burgus ejjet^ fe* quod 
PROBi HOMINES sui ejufdcm villa feT eorum /£r- 
redeSy (^ fucceJoreSy LIBERI Burgenses rssent, IS 
GiLDAM mercatoriam baberent^ ice. 

t^^^ald^ * '^^^^ trading gild, fellowfhip, community, or 

fociccy, was a fraternity, was in thofe times, with the privileges 

*^ belonging to it, the very conftitution of a Burgh, 

and was always a felecl number, diftributed into 

ieveral ranks and orders, and the whole fellowflup 

or fraternity of the gild of New- Windfor, as it 

had been formerly eftablifhed according to the 

ancient ufage and cullom of the town, is explained 

f Pat. I Jac I. and confirmed in the X charter of King James the 

&f<^^!^o^h; Firft, wherein the old name of the Buigh, or coc 

A^pcjwi. N. 29^ poration is continued, viz. the Mayoc^ Baylifis 

and Burgefles of New-Wmdfor, &c. And a8 
or not above 30, of the beft, and moft wcMtfay in« 

habitants 
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habitants of the Burgh are appointed to be tho 
number of the fraternity of the Guild-hall of the 
Burgh, and to be the Common Council of the 
Burgh, and affiftant to the Mayor and Bailiffs of 
the fame Burgh, in all matters and things touching 
the hmc. Of thefe 28 or 30 brethren, thirteen 
were to be called Fellows or Benchers pf the Gild<^ 
hall ; and of them thirteen, ten were to be called 
Aldermen or chief Benchers, out of which the 
Mayor is to be chofcn, and the two Bailiffs out of 
the brethren of the Burgh. Here we have the 
myftery of the community or corporation unfolded, 
th^t it confifted of a Mayor^ two Bailiffs, and 28 
or 30 Brethren of the Qild-hall, who were the 
Mayor, Bayliffs, and Burgeffes, according to the 
ancient ufage and cuftom of the town. And if the 
ancient charters, writings, and monuments of all 
Burghs, or pretended Burghs in England, were .m- 
fpefted, judicioufly examined, and compared one 
with another, the meaning of the word, COMMU- 
^:ITA$, coipmiinity, (or, as vulgarly tranflated) 
the commonalty, would be as clear and pcrfpicuou$ 
as it is in this place of Wipdfor, pr any other 
City or Burgl^. 

The indenture of return for Parlement-Burgcflef 
in the 15th of King Charles the Firft, 1639, runs 
thus^ X This indenture made the 6th day of tlntljeBjw. 
March, in the 15th year of King Charles 1639. for that year, 
between the Mayor, Bayliffs, and Burgeffes of the 'r^*» Hj**^ 
Burgh of New Windfor on the one part, and 
Gcoi-gc Purefoy, Efc[t High Sheriff of t:he county of 
Berks^ on the other part, witneffeth, that the faid 
^Iayor, Bayliffs, and Burgesses, with their 

mutual 



i6S 



}IUi. 



A TREATISE of 

mutual free aflent and confent^ have eleSied and 
cboien Sir Arthur Ingrain, and Sir Richard 
Harrifon, BurgefTes, &c. The like return is in 
the J 39th of Queen Elizabeth, and before ; and 
all the reign of King James the Firft, and King 
Charles the Firft, until the year 1641, &c. 



Thetferd. 



Thetford in Norff. Hac [5] indentura ufi^tur^ 
&c. ^uad major y Burgenfis isf alii bomitus diOM' 
muni Concilia, W congregatione di^i Burgiy una vta 
eUgimus, confecimusj ordinavimus & in loca noftn f^ 
finmusy &c. In cujus Rei tejiimanium nos major tf 
Burginfes Jigillum no/irum commune app&rU ficimuu 
The £sime return is in the Firft of Elizabeth, the 
Burgeffes names only excepted. Here the Mayor, 
Burgefles, and other men of the Common Council, 
and fuchas ufed to come to town or Burgh-meetings, 
were the ele£lors, which agrees with the pra<Slice at 
this day. 



The cafe bc- 
fween Sir Jo- 
fephWiniam- 
Ibn and Mr. 
Hrreaiasbam 
at Thetford. 



In the cafe between Sir Jofeph Williamfon, and 
Mr. Heveningham, the firft chofen by the Mayor, 
Burgeffes, andCommonalty of Thetford, the other 
chofen by fome of the forementioned ele£lors, and 
alfo by the major part of the freemen of the town. 



{6] Commons The report of the [6] Committee of Eleftions 
jouTRai. Mer. ^q ^j^g houfe Concerning the eleftion at Thcjt- 

Jacob.II. 1685. ford. 

A 193* t 

Rcfol ved, that 'tis the opinion of this Committee, 
that the right of eledion is in the Mayor, Burgeffes, 
(which are ten) and in the Conunonalty, or^om* 

mon 
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mon Council (which are twenty) amounting in 
the whole to thirty one, 

Refolved, [7] that this houfe doth 'agree with W ^^d. 
the Committee, that the right of election is in the 
Mayor, Burgeflcs, ' (which are ten J and in the 
Commonalty, or Common Council, (which arc' 
twenty) amounting in the whole to thirty one. 

By all thefe ancient and later returns, but more 
^fpecially if compared one with another, it is mani- 
feft that in very many controverfies about ele(9ions 
^he Houfe of Commons have been frequently 
jnlftaken in the meaning of thefe indefinite expref- ^^* ^""^ ^ 

> f A mjm. , Commons mt* 

lions. Major ^ cives^ Major ^ Burgenfis, Major fcf ftakenin tW 

CommunitaSy or Major j BurgenfeSy & Communitas foJ^J^^^ 
ilegerunty underftanding thereby all Citifens,' Bur* expueffioiw iii 
geffes^ or Friecmen in general of fuch Cities and writJ **"** 
Burghs, when as they were only a feleft number^ 
which managed the aifairs and government of 
thofe places* 

Nay, when or where it is faid in fome few re- 
turns Major, y omnes Burgenfes, tsf Comminarii 
elegirunty thofe words are moft commonly, if not 
always to be underftood in a limitted and reftrained 
fenfe, which was, that the Mayor, and all (the 
iDhiefBurgefTes, or the Mayor and all fuch Burgeflef 
(which are the fame with Aldermen though the^ 
wanted the title) and Commoners fuch as were of 
the Common Council, of ought to be at City or 
Burgh congregations or meetings did choofe, &c» 
Who always were a feled): number, exclufiveof the 
i>Ml](: of common, ordinary^, poor Freemen, Citifens^ 
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or Burge^ of the loweft nnk. And the immf 
Burgenfis Commnariij bf alii homines Burgi^ did 
moftly fignify no other perfons than all the Bur- 
geiles. Men, and Commoners, who were or ought 
to be at public meetings of the Burgh or City, and 
did tranfa& the ufual bulinefs of the place. 

Add to this, what hath been faid before, con- 
cerning the ereat error about the meaning and fig- 
nification of the word Communitas, and that there 
were very few ancient writs and returns made upon 
them, to be feen in the Record-Office in the 
Tower, before Mr. Pryn, in the year 1660, and 
1661, found fo many lying confufedly amon^ft 
other records in the White Tower, as made jiinety- 
feven bundles, which he mentions in hit Bnvia 
Parliamentaria Rgdiviva; by which men might 
have been better informed. And it will (eem no 
great wonder to find men guided only by the founds 
of words, and byaflied by popularity, to run into 
t opinions both pleafing to themfelves, and the 

vulgar, and of late years, to hare determined con- 
troverfies about eleAions accordingly, contrary to 
the moft common and frequent ancient uCige, in 
electing Citifens and Burgefles, and tenor of the 
returns of parliament writs in thofe times. 
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De Burgd Magnae Jernemu* ' 

£mor^ndum quod t^Ba Magnde JertiemQ InBiUio* 
non modico tempore ante conqueftum ex- thecaCot* 
titit^ituata pef progenitores Regis Angliae fupel' ton.Qau^^ 
portum Magna ytrnemu^ occaiione proficui pfove* diusy£*8« 
kiientis de eodetn/>0r/iir, ad meliorationetn ^us Vill^ ^* $• A» 
percipiendi, & fadius fuit Burgus Regts. Uilde in ^^* '• 
iibro qui vocatur liomefday reperiuhtur verbia quae N. i. •• 
fequuntur« 

Gernemu tenuit VitK Edwardus femper feptuaginta Nordftdc* 
Burgqnfes tunc valuit cucn duabus partibus Sochede Ibid. 
Iribus Hundredis iS /• ad numerum ic p^rs Cohiitiis LitdeDo- 
gL ad nUmerum, modo du^ partes jRmi 17 A i6x. mefday 
& quatuor Denarios blancas, pars Uomitis ihL Book, £• 
blancas, & Viceama habet quatuor libras & uhum n^^^* 
imcipitim Terras de Gerfuma, has quatuor librae 
dant Bureenfes gratis & amicitia. In eadem habuit 
tempore Regis Edward! Ailmarus Epifcopus guan- 
dam Ecclefiam Sandl fienediAi, eandem modo ha-^ 
l>et W. Epifcopus de Epifcopatu & Valet 20 s. 

totum reddit 12 </. de gelto. 

Dimidium Hundredi de Luthinglond tjorleftoi!! Sadfblc. 
tenuit Guerius tempore Regis Edwardi quinque ca- Ibid. f. 
rucas Terra; pro uno Manerio, tunc vigi^ti yillani *83» ■• 
modo duodetiniy Temper quinque Bordmanni^ tunc 
quinque Servi^ modo quatuor^ tunc in Dofninico dua& 
carucae modo una^ tunc loves V. caruc. modo lit. 
Silv;e quinque porcorum decern acrse prati, tres 

A Salinas. 
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Salinae tunc II. Runcini^ modo duo. Temper /r/r/;f//f 
oves, in Germmu viginti quatuor pifcatores pertinent 
t'uic Manerio, 

]f T Sciendum quod Progenitores Domini Regis //- 
nuerunt priediSfum Burgutii in manibus fuis propriis 
percipiendo omnia proficua exeuntia de portu pradiSfo^ 
\i\ Here ufque ad tempus Regis Johannis [i] qui conceffit Villam 
N. 2, pradiSiam Burgerijibus Fill a prtsdida ad feodi firmam 
reddendo fibi fcf haredibus fuis quinquaginta ^ quinque 
libras per annum^ ad quod folvendum nihil aliud habent 
niji confuetudinem^ iff alia proficua provenientia de portu 
pradiho^ nee capiant aliquas confuetudines de rebus 
venditis vel emptis in mercaio fuper terram^ nulla tern* 
pore anni. 
[2] Viz. * Et poftmodum tempore Regis [2] Henrici Anno 
Terdi Regni fui duodecimo ortis aliquibus contentionibus 
inter homines de Jernemu^ & Rogerum filium OJberti 
cufiodem Manerii de Luthinglond de confuetudinibus 
' Guas idem Rogerus cepit in portu praedidto r^«/rtf 
libertates ipforum hominum de Jernemu, idem Do- 
minus Rex Anno Regni fui orasdi^lo volens certiorari 
quae confuetudines pertinuiflent praedidlis hominibus 
de Jernemu, & quae Manferio fuQ de Luthinglond, 
ajfignavit Martinum de PateOiuIl ad inquirendum fu- 

5er praemiflis. £t fa<5la fuit inquifitio apud Magnam' 
ernemu Anno Regis Henrici duodecimo, Sacra- 
mento viginti quatuor de Comitatu Norfolcia^ ^ viginti 
quatuor de Comitatu Suffolcia tam Aailitum quam ali- 
oriim, per quam quidem inquifitionem fuit com- 
pertum, quod omnia Magna mercimonia vendi de^ 
berent hf difcarcari apud Magnam Jernemu^ (^ quod 
iota aqua fpe6iabat ad Homines de jernemUj fed ^uod 
minuta mercimonia iff vi£fualia difcarcari poterant ve>» 
fus partes de Luthinglond^ vel verfus y ernemu pro VO' 
luntate eadem adducentium^ prout in Recordo habits 
coram praefato Martino, & Sociis fuis plenius ap- 
paret. Unde patet quod Prafcriptio omnium rerum 
venalium, quam Johannes de Britannia, Comes 
Richmond Homines & Tenentes fui ViHinim 
Parvae Jernemu & Gorlefton penitus eft interrupta. 
^ Poftea vero praedic^i Burgenfes percipicntes .juod 

per praedi£lam inquifitionem fuerunt damnificatj ia 
hoc quod naves cum viftualibus poterant difcarcaiQ^ 
verfu^ partes de Luthinglond^ praecipue cum/eifona 
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•f>ifcaiionis (uit pot ijimum ebruin projicuum*^ acceflerunt 
ad praBdiftum Dominum Regem Henrieum & obti-i 
tiuerunt ab ipfb quod idem Rex Henricus Aiino Reg- 
ni fui quadrageiimo pr^didlo Manerio de Luthing- 
long in manu fua exiitente per Cartatn fuam conceffii 
lifdetn quod omnia mercandifce ^ fnercimonia tam de 
ptfcibus qUam de aliis rebus, ad p6rtum de JernemU 
in navibus vel extra inventa per maniis bujufmodi 
Mercandoruni defereritur apud magnam Jernemuy 
vendantufj &c. Quibus quid/eiTi libertatibus prse- 
^idi Burgenfes & Ahteceflbres fui ufi fuerunt paci« 
fice. 



Tieclaratio Cartce Regis Henrici tertiiju^ 
per libertatibus partus Magna Jernemu. 

S£D ppdea^ quia videbatur prsefatis Burgenfibui 
quod verba conienta in Carta Domini Regis 
Henrici praedicSla nimis extiterant obfcura, acceffe- 
i-unt ad hobtknr Rcgem Dominuin Edwardilm A- 
Tum. Domini Regis nunc, .& petierunt fibi declara- 
tionem fieri de verbis antedrcf^is, qui quidem Rciit 
Edwardus Avus, &c. per avi(amentum magni Con- . _ 
cilii fui, prout patet in * rtiemorandis de Scaqcario * See this 
fuo anno. Regni fui tricefitno quarto, de Teri^iino Record 
Sandae: Trinitatis, non obftsnte rec)amatione Ad* i?^^^^^*!". 
Bacoun Clerici, Johannis Kybel, & Johannis. de ^"ownig, 
Belton tiiilforiim ibidem per. hoinijhes de parva Jet- ^^ V**^' 
hemu & Gorlifton pr^d^fto Madtefio de LutJiinglond ^},e,gQ£ jj. 
In manu ipfius Regis Avi exiftenie, Cofttceffit eliaaj evidently 
Burgenfibus & SucceflbribLS fuis quod omnia mer- appears 
candifae & mercimonia (}^u^cunque fueriht five de pi- what, a 
fcibus, feu de aliis rebus quibufcun^ue, qu» infra freeBurgfal 
didtum Portum di(3afe ViHxnoftrae magnas Jernemu was. 
]a Navibuf aut bati^His feu alia tnodo adduci feu de-- 
ferri contingefet, \x\ ibidem negotjaretur de ^ifdem 
apud eandein Villam de ihaptia Jernemu & non alibi 
infra portum praedid^aifi^ difcarca^renCur, & Caufam 
exprimit in eadem Carta» • piro eo qwd pradlSfa Villa * Nbt^ 
fu€t d$ magna Jernemu fiat * liber Jiurgus fuus^ & per this rcah 
progenitores luos fituata extitit fuper portum fuum ^^^* 
Ipn^iSixmj. Q^Q^^&fxt pro&cul de eod.e9i portu fuo 
• A 2 . pro-^ 
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provenientis, ad meliorationem Villa fine percipiendi, 
quibus quidem libertatibus iidem Burgenjis pod con- 
fedlionem ejufdem Cartas u(i fuerunt & gavifi, eo 
quod omnia mercandifae & mercimonia infra portum 
praedidum addu£^ tarn in Navibas Htminum^ & 
Tenentium ipfius Comitis Villarum parvae Jernemu & 
Gorlefton, quam in Navibus aliorum quorumcunque 
cxpofita fuerunt venditioni, vendita & difcarcata apud 
magnum Jernemu vinute Cartae praediftae, & juxta 
fenorem ejufdem quod omnibus eft publicum & no- 
•torium in partibus eidem Villas magnse Jeroemucir- 
cumjacentibus. 

£t Sciendum eft, quod omnes libertates praefatis 
Burgenfebus conceftae per Cartas Regis fuperius an- 
notatas funt confirmatae per D^minum Edwardum 
Patrem Regis nunc, & per Dominum Regem nunc 5 
Et in confirmatione Patris Regis nunc,- conttnetur, 
quod licet Burgenfts pradi^i^ veleorum SucceffireSy ali^ 
qua vel aliquibus libertatum pradiSlarum ba^enus ufi 
non fuerunt y eifdem gaudeant ^ utantur. 



Carta Regis Edwardi tertii de libertatibus 
Portus Magnce jernemu. 

EDwardus Dei Gratia Rex Anglias, Dominus 
Hyberniae, & Dux Aquitaniae, omnibus ad 
quos praefentes lirerae pervenerint, Salutem. Sciatis 
quod cum Celebris memoriae Dominus Edwardus 
nuper Rex Avus nofter per Cartam fiiam quam 
Dominus Edwardus nuper Rex Angliae Pater nofter 
per Cartam fuam, & nos fimiliter per Canam noftram 
confirmavimus, concefSfle Burgenjibus noftris Filla 
noftra magrut Jernemu^ quod omnia mercandifae & 
mercimonia quaecunque fint, five de pifcibus five dc 
aliis rebus quibufcunque qua: infra portum noftrum 
di^^ae Villas noftrae magnas Jernemu in Navibus aut 
batellis feu alio modo adduci feu deferri contigerit ; 
ut ibidem negotieturde eifdemJicite & aperte, apud 
eandem Villam de magna Jernemu &.non alibi, in 
portum praedidum difcarcentur, & per manus mer* 
candifas& mercimonia ilia ducentium feu deferentium, 
& eai ibidem vendcre vokntium, feu per manus fcr- 

2 vieatium 
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vientium fuorum venditioni exponantur, & ibidem 

quibus voluerint libere vendantur, & emantur, ab^ 

fque aliquo forftallamento, vel abrocamento, feu aJio 

quovis impedimento. Ita quod nullus forftallarius, 

abrocator, vel alius quicunque obviam eat Mercatori* 

bus cum pifcibus, aut aliis nnercandiiis, & rebus ve« 

nalibus verfus praedidlam Villam noftram venientibus, 

ad aliqua inde emenda, feu forftallamenta, vel abro* 

camenta in didta Villa vel extra inde facienda fub 

forisfacfura ret empta^ per quod didi Burgenfes, feu 

aliqui mercatores hujufmodi mercandifas & merci- 

monia ididem ducentes fuper emptionibus & vendi- 

tionibus fuis apud eandem Villam noflramde magna 

Jernemu faciendis, ad detrimentum ejufdem Ftlla ali- 

qualiter impediantur, prout in Carta noHra pleniu& 

continetur. Ac inter Johannem de Britannis CI9- 

mitem Richemond & Homines & Tenentes fuos Vil- 

larum parvae Jernemu & Gorlefton ex parte una, & 

commumtatem di£tae Villae Magnae Jernemu ex altera, 

occaiione quorundam impedimentorum fadorum per 

praefatos Burgenjis colore di£be Cartas diAi Avi noftri 

(ut dicebatur j eifdem Hominibus & Tenentibus Vil- 

larum parvas Jernemu & Gorlefton de proficuis ca* 

piendis de carcatione navium venire volentium ad 

eafdem Villas parvae Jernemu & Gorlefton, & de ' 

emptione & venditione rerum venalium. Idem ptaci-^ 

turn in diverfis Curtis no/iris tarn Parliamentis quam 

aliis habitum fuijffet^ quod in placito illo inter eafdem 

partes per nos & Concilium noflrum confideratum 

fuit quod idem ComeSy ic Haeredes fui, nee non Hi-- 

mines ic Tenentes didarum Villarum parvae Jernemu 

& Gorlefton Haeredes & Succeflbres fui proprias na- 

vas fuas cum rebus & mercandifis in eifdem Navibus 

carcatifi, feu de aUece^ feu de aliis pifcibus^ rebus, U 

mercandifis quibufcunque ad eafdem Villas parv« 

Jernemu & Gorlefton carcare & difcarcare, & res & 

mercandifas fuas ibidem venditioni exponere, & alias 

commodum fuum inde facere valeant, pro eorum 

libito voluntatis, folvendo inde ibidem Hits quos nos 

vel hasredes noftri ad hoc J^f//<7i/miyf cuftumas debitas 

& confuetas quadam fub miflione quorundam homi- 

num, & tenentium, didlarunfi Villarum parvse^ 

Jernemu & Gorlefton, & etiam quorundam Btfr- 

genfium di£lae Villas magnae Jernemu, ad quofdam 

A3 de 
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^ See the de confilio noftro ad * di<f^utn negotium inter parte^ 

next Re- prseJidtas Analiter ternunandum, nee non quadam 

cord. ordinatlone per ipfos de eodem Confilio inter eafdem 

N. I. b. partes inde fac^a, feu praedifta Carta ipfius Avi noftri 

non obAante. Ita videlicet, quod eoruip naves La- 

niis Coriis & pellibus lanutis fuis, de quibus magnae 

cuftumse dari debent, in eodem purtu in loco ubi 

• Our * Thronus nofter& * Sigillum nofti urn quod dicltur 

^^A^l Coket exiftunt, & non alibi carcentur Etquod volun- 

and the ^^^ noftra & intentio noftra & ipfius Confilii noflri 

1 d C ^"^^» ^"^^ ^^^^ Carta ipfius Avi noftri praedidis 
^^j^^" BurgenfibuS'Villae magnae Jernemu^ ut praemittitur, 

. fada per iflam confidertionem, quod alios in nullo 

fit rtAfiAzy fed quod locum fuum habeant & effedum 
in omnibus, & gentes omnes, tarn indigenas, quam 
alienigenas, praeterquam epfdem Comitem, Ho- 
mines, & Fenentes diftarum Viliarum parvae Jer- 
Hemu & Gorledon, Hasredes & Succdlbres fuos in 
forma Tupradida, Salvo jure Civium Civitatiim Loti' 
don^ Noruici, Baronum de quinque portubus^ faf aliO' 
rum quorumcufique ft quod habeant per Cartas de antU 
quiori data carta ipfius Avi noflri vel alio modo in hac 
parte. £t quod didum fuit & inhibitum per nos & 
didum Confilium noflrum piaefatis Comiti, Homi- 
nibus & Tenentibus didarum Viliarum parvjse Jer- 
tiemu & Gorlefion, ^^fub gravi forisfaJttfra nofirq 
ad eafdem Villas parva jernemu i^ Gor teflon novas ali* 
prum attraherent quo vis modo^ nee mercandifas aliqua^ 
in Aquam portus pr^didi cum a]iquibu$ per pnedic- 
tam Car tarn dicti Avi noftri reftrictis f^xerceant, nee 
impedimentum aliquod fadant quo minus iidem Bur- 
genfes dicta Carta ipfius Avi noftri gentes alia$ ficnt 
praedicMm eft in omnibus fuis articulis juxta vim & 
'0fEcaciam gufdem uti valeant & exefcere. £t quod 
dictum fuit & inhibitum tam praefatae Communitedi 
quam praefatis Hominibus & Tenentibus parvae Jer- 
nemu & Gorlefton, ne quicquam contra confidera- 
tionem dictam & inhibitionein praedictas attemptare 
praefumant fub forisfactura fijpra dicta prout in Re- 
cordo & proceftu inhibitis, U in Cancellaria noftra 
refidentibiis plenius continetur. Nos ne praemifia 
- quas pro tranq|iiillitate & quiete partiupi prsedictarum 
& juftitia manutenenda per nos & praefacum Con- 
JGlium noftrum fie cdnfiderata fuerun^ futuris tempo* 
I rihut 
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riBus in dubium revopentury ea tenore praBfentium 
duximus teQificanda. In cujus rei teliimonium has 
literas noflras fieri fccimus patentes. 'I^efte me ipfo 
apud Wodcftok, decimo die Julii Anno Regni noftri 
Sexto. 



Jnfer Recorda de Termino SanBce Trinitatu 
Anno tricejimo quarto Edwardi primi 
Rot. vel. iV. 43. 

MEmorandum quod congregatis in Scaccario North. 
Regis apud Weftmonaiierium modo die Jo- ^^^^ dc 
VIS in Vigilia Natali? Sand^i Johan'nis Baptiftae ve- J|o*nini- 
nerabili Patre W. Coventrenfi & Lichfieldenfi l>"sdejer- 

Epiicopo, Domino Regis Thefaurario, WilJielmo dfe ^^Lu^^^I 
H melton Cancellario Angliae R. Je Brabazon jn^Iond* 

Jufticiario ad placita coram Rege placitanda deputa- ^^ j jj^ 
to, Baronibus de Scaccario, praedictis Jufticiariis dc 
Banco, ^ qgibufdam aliis de Confilio Regis praedidti 
fuper quibuldam negotiis Regis trandantibus, vene-' 
runt coram eis Henricus Refe, & Willielmus Failolft 
Burgenfes Villae Regis magnae Jernemuth^, & fup- 
plicarunt pro fe & aliis Burgenfibus Villae pr^dic^ae, 
quod cum per Cartam Domini Regis Henrici quon- 
dam Regis Angliae progenjtjris Regis nunc, quani 
ipfe Rex nunc confirmavit inter caetera contenta in 
Carta praedicla conceffum fuit Burgenfihm de Villa de 
magna Jernemutha^ quod omnia rnercandifa & iw^r- 
cimonia tam de pifcibtis quam de aliis rebus ad portuf^ 
de Jernemutha venien:ia in Navibus vel exra, libra ^ 
apej'te pfr manus hujufmodi mercimonia defer entium ah-» 
(que altcujus impedvtiento vendantur ^ emantur^ ita ta- 
men quod non fiqt abrocatores in praedi<?fca Villa dc 
yerriemutha^ per quos- vendittres yel emptores de vert'* 
etitionibus vel emptionibus fuis libere faciendis impedi^ 
antur ^d detrimentum Villae memoratse, qucrdddma-^ 
jorem notificationem & exprejjionem pramijjhrutn conce'» 
datur eis inde declaratio Jub hac fortna (vidflieet) quod 
ffiercandifa ^ mercimmia quecunque^jrue fint de pifcibus 
Jive de rebus alius quibufcunque^ qua infra portum Villa 
pradi^fd vel ad eandem Vilam per terram vel per mare 
cattfa negotiandi ibidem^ de eifdeth adduci fiu deferri 

f^ 4 can'- 
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contigirit lihere isf aperte apud eandem VtUam it magna, 

jfernemutba per /nanus merchandijas (^ mircinwma iUm 

Jucentiumj ts^ ea ibidem vender e voUntiuniy feu fervien" 

iiumjuerum venditioni exponantur^ i^ ibidem vendautur 

l^ emantur abfque aliquo forftaUamente vel eibr§ee^ 

mento feu alio quovis impedimenta^ ita quod mullui 

fvrftallarim^ abrocator vel alius quicunque obviam eat 

tmrcatoribus cum pifcibus vel aliis mercandifis out aliis 

rebus venalibus per terrum vel per aquam verfus di^am 

Viliam venientibus ad aliqua inde emenda^ velfirftalla" 

mentafeu abrocamenta iride facienda fub fori^aHwra ra 

empta^ per quod didi Burgenfes feu aliqui mereaterts 

bujuj'modi mercanelifas bf mercimonia ibidem dueenta 

fuper emptionibus & venditiortibus ad detrimentum FilLf 

pradi^lse aliqualiter impediantur. 

£c fuper hoc obtulerunt fe cor: m Concilia pnediSw 
Adam Bacon Clericus^ Johannes Kybel de GorUftom^ ft 
Johannes de Bclton de Sutb Jernemutha quae fiinl ia 
Ludinglondy tntttiXt^ & proponentes quod di£la deck* 
ratio fi conceffa futrit^ multum cederet in 
& perpetuam deteriorationem hominum Villarum 
dem^ qua quidem Villa Jit te funt prope partwn pregSc^ 
turn : triamt enimj quod femper retroaSis tempmrika 
naves ingredient es portum ilium infeifma pifcatioms «/- 
lecis difcarcari folebant pro voluntatt Magijbrerum na* 
vium illarum^ tam ad iilas Villas quam ad magnam 
Jememtdhaniy (videlicet) ad quern locorum preteUQotrmm 
tin quorum interjit vendere mercimonia in hujmfrnodi 
Navibus carcaia vellent exporter e ea venditioni ^ tUdem 
vendi & emi abfque ullo impedlmento ; & per prggeU&am 
declarationem Ji ccncejfa ejfety in forma preediha^ atira- 
herent Burgenjibus Magna Jernemutbee toto tempore amd 
oaaumedas naves cum quibufcunque mercinumis appS" 
eantes in portu pradtHo ad eandem Viliam^ & nan per->^ 
witterent hujufmodi naves alibi difcarcara nec oBaua 
mercimonia in eifdem navibus mddu£fa alibi vendittom 
exponere^ &c. Unde pfttenint pro Statu hominum 
ViUarum praedidarum in Ludinglond quod nulla eon* 
ceffio fiat in bac prte in larfionem vel derogationem com- 
fuetudinum fuarum pacifice haHenus obtentarum fuper 
« Mote ^tionibus & venditionibus fadendis ad eafdiii ViOas^ 
hm what ^ Pree£^m eji^ bfc. 

LiberBur- ^^ praedifti Henricus & Willielmus btowt, magna 

jil# a free Jimemuiba eft * X|beC SSorgltf R^isy & temeiur de 

ipfo R^ ad/eodifrmcfm quinquaginta qmnque libra* 

rum 
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riim per annum, eo quod non eft aliquod f cettum Burgb 
in Villa prxdiikz jpe^ans ad firmam illam, undeali- was. 
qua pars inde exeat vel emergat, fed quod ipfi Villas To wit, a 
ejufdcm ratione proficui quern habent & habere cla- Town 
iiiant, de rebus venaltbus addut^is ad portum prae- tbat had^ 
di(3um vendendis ad eandem Villain, & pro aliis JlpccjalLi- 
libertacibus quae ad Itberum Burgum tertinent ic quas o«'"^^ 
Rex Scilicet % Jvus Regis nunc, cc Rex Henruus V^^i^ 
Pater Regis nunc, per cartas fuas eis concejfirunt^ & - i/j„g»g 
ipk Rex nunc per car tarn fuam confirmavit J folverunt charter, 
annuatim firmam fupradidam, ccc. £t oftendunt ^ i^ ^, i^^^ 
Cartam Regis nunc de confirmatione cartarum praedic- Lands or 
tarujm Avv fui & Patr'ts fui quas teftatur magnam certain 
'Jtrnemutham efle liberum Burgum^ &c. Y.ide Rege Rents. 
Uneri ad feodi firmam^ &€. £t plures & diverjes I King 
libertates hominibus ejufdem Villas & eorum Haeredi- John* 
bus & Succeflbribus efle conceflas, inter quas ad pie* 
num continetur quod fuperius in principio hujus pro- 
cefTus de conceflione Patris Regis nunc exprimitur, 
&c. £t petunt quod explanatio five declaratio quam, 
petunt fuper conceflione ilia concedatur, non objiante 
reclamatione didorum Aday Johannis ic yehannis pro 
hminibus praedidis de Ludinglond^ pjaefettim cum 
ipfi non jDflenDdnt, nee OfUnOete poterunt quod BiOae 
de Suth Jernemutha & de Gorlefton ftnt JSuCflU vel 
aliquam hbertatem ad * Liberum Burgum pertinentem • ^ote 
habeant per Cartam Regis, &c. Adjicientes, quod here the 
nifi inhabitantes Villas illas, qui ex COncefftone Regia fame 
1W00^ iHibent (itnertate^, &c. compellantur fubtrahere 
isf delere ufurpationes ^ forijiallamenta quae faciunt & 
indies facere nituntur contra libettates magna Jerne^ 
muth^^ &c. Attrahentes eis mercandifas & merci- 
monia quorumcunque adduAa ad prxdiAum portum, 
^ non peripittentes mercimonia hujufinodi tranfduci 
feu transferri ad Villam magnae Jernemutha: ibidem 
venditioni exponend#& vendenda, ad quam Villam 
& non HhmfpeSfat fortus pradi^us eadem in proxi- 
mo penitus adnullabitur, undepro Rege & Statu Villa 
fua opportunum remedium petent eis adhiberi in hac 
parte \ & {|a6itO inde ttattdtU per Concilium Regis prse- 
didlum, vifaque & examinata Cdttd Regis prasdi^a* 
&c. Et queftto etiam a praefatis Ada^ Johanne^ & 
Johanne^ fi attquattt Cdttam Regis habeant de aliqui- 
iffs libertatibuf concejfts hominibus f^il/a parva Jerne^ 

mutbaf 
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ntutha^ 6c GorUJlon^ & obtento quod non, bifutti eft 
concitio pradiHo quod per verbd exprejfa in prsedidis 
Catti${ Regum Jokannis & Henrici confirmatis per 
Regum nunc, &c. Et pec f)OC quod pradtSla Villa 
de magna Jirneniuiha eft * 3t4bec SBuCgUfS, &c. quod 
omnia mercimonia adduSfa ad portum praedidlum tuna 
de pifcibus quum de aliis rebus vendenda, &c, Ex^ 
font debent venditioni Sc vendi ad Ft Ham magntc "Jerm- 
muthay &c. & mn ad tradi^as Villas in Ludinglond^ 
quae non funt SBurjJt, «c. Unde tJWtUJI? eft per dic- 
tum Concilium ex parte Domini Regis firmiter in- 
jun<^um praefatis Ada^ Johanni & Johanni de Behon^ 
quod i^&fcirefaciant Ao/n/«/^»i praedidtarum Villarum 
in Ludinglond pro quibus fequuntur quod nullus eoruoi 
frafumat attrahere 2i6 fuas partes aliquas naves appli" 
cantes in portu pradiSfq cum aliquibus mercandifis ferf 
mercimoniis vendendi$, nee de hujufmodi mercandifis 
feu mercimoniis vendi tiones feu emptiones ibidem 
facere quoquo modo, quo minus mercandifae & mer- 
cimonia ilia libere & aperte abfque impedimento fea 
aliquo foriftallamento tranfduci poftint ad preedidum 
Bur gum Regis ^ernemutham^ ll ibidem prius exponi 
venditioni & vendi per manus illorum quorum mercan^ 
Ufa & mercimonia ilia fuerint vel Attornai^rum to» 
rundem prout juftum fuerit, & prout per iibertate^ 
hominibus SBut^t pradiSli a Domino Regi & Progenitor 
ribusfuis conceffas fieri debet, &c. 

By this Plea and Controverfie in the Exchequers- 
bet ween the Burgh of Great Yarmouth^ and the Men 
of Little Yarmouth and Gorlejion in Lovingkndi it ap- 
pears, That Prefcription^ filing they were no Bterghs^ 
prevailed not to ajfert aud make good a liberty of unlading 
Goods ^ and expofing them to Sale in thofe Townsy though 
it had been always done in foregoing times. By the 
fame it is alfo evident, that liberties belonging to 
free Burghs were only to be had and obtained by th^ 
King*s Charter^ and that where they were ufcd with- 
out it, they were efteemed and judged Ufurpations, 
Efpecially if praSfifedj and continued to the prejutSci 
and damage of ^free Burgh. 



Johannes 
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TOhatines Dei Gratia, &c. Sciatis non conoef- Cart, 9^ 
J fifle & praBfenti Carta noftfa confitmafle Burgen- Johanuis^ 
fibus noftris de Gern^mua quod habeant Burgum de ^' ^o* 
JGernemua ad feodi firmam in perpetgurn, a quod Cifrta 
Burgus ille fit liber Burgus imperpetuum, & habeant ^^'^g^- 
(a) Socam& (6) Sac m, (c) Toi & (d) 1 beam, q^^^ 
^ (e) Infangenethef & ff) Utfangencthef, & quod ^^ 
ipfi Burgenfes per totam terram noftram, & pef x^.V 
ptnnes portus maris fint quii-ti de (^) '1 heo- 
|oneo, (i() Leftagio, (/) Ballagio, (^) Paagio^ 



(a) Soca, Socna^ the place, Territory^ or PrecinSiy SooL 
wherein Saca or Liberty of Court was exercifed, the Cir- 

fuit of the place of the Francbi/e^ or the Liberty ^ Pfivi' 
ftiige^ or Francbife itfelf. 

(b) Saca, Sacca^ Saka, Sacna^ fignlfies a Liberty or Saou 
Poou^r granted by the King to try zxi^ judge caufes, and 

of receiving the forfeitures 'ariling from them, within 
the Limity Domittiott, or JurisdiHion of the Court. S^c 
snore of thefe words in the Preface to my Hiftory, Fol. 6 1 , 

(c) Tol^ a word commonly known, being ^n iwpo- Tol. 
Jetton or payment for things bought and fold in Mercates* 

(d) tbeam^ a Prinjilege to take and keep Bondmen^ Xhcam. 
VillanSy Servants and Slaves ^ with their Generations one 

after another, and Pofieritiesy which in Latin are feme- 
times called Se^at fometimes Sequela, and to di/po/e of, 
znd Jell their Cbildr en, or moveable, or imtno've able goods 
at pleafure. 

(ej A Liberty granted to try and judge a Thief taken Infang- 
tviihin the JuriidiSion of the Burgb, thef, 

(f) Ut or Outfangenetbeof, a Liberty to take a Tbtef Utfang- 
that fled, and bring him back to the Court, or Place, thef. 
V^ithin which the fadl was committed, and there to try 

and judge him. Thelo* 

(g) Tbeoloneum, the fame with T'i?//. neum, 
(b) Leftagium, a Likrty for Men to carry there Goods Leftae- 

lip and down in Fairs and Mercates, where they pleafe. ium, 
(i) Pajfagium, Money paid by Pajfengers at Bridges, p^^fjagi- 

Gates, t5c, which may be called Gate Toll, Bridge- ^^^ 

Toll, i^c. 

(k) Paagium any Tribute or Payment, from the Frencb PaaglufB* 

Word Tjf,^\tty and ours to pay, or perhaps the fame word 

with Paffagium thedouble S being left out, yet \\ie<word 

retained by the ignorance of the Scribe. 

.(l)^on^ 
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(/) Pontagio, (m) Stallagio, & de («) Levc, & de 
(o) Denegeld, & omni alia confuetudine, falva li- 
bertate Civitatis London, & quod hullam fedam 
Comitatuum vel Hundredorum faciant de tenurif 
infra Burgum de Gernemua Conceffimus eriam 
eifdam Burgenfibus, & hac Carta noftra confirma- 
vimus quod nullus eorum placitet extra Burg;um d» 
Gernemua^de nullo placito praeter placitade tenurisex- 
terioribus. Conceflimus etiam eis quietanciam murdri 
infra Burgum de Gernemua, . & quod nullus conim 
faciat (p) Duellum> & quod de placitis ad Coronam 
pertinentibus fe poflint diratibnare fecundum legem 
& confuetudinefm Oxon, & quod infra Burgum prac- 
did^um nemo capiat bofpitium per vim^ vel/perli- 
berationem Marefchallorum, & quod in Burgo ill6 
in nullo placito fit Mefkenninga, & quod Hufting 
femel tantum in ebdomada teneatur. Cpnceffimuft 
etiam eis Gildam Mercatoriam, & quod terras, ic 
tenuras, vadia fua, & ^del^ita fua, omnia jufte habeant 
quicunque eis debeat, & de terris fuis & tenuris quae 
infra Burgum praedidum funt redhim eis teneatur, 
fecundum legem & confuetudinem Burgi Oxon, & 
de omnibus debitis fuis quae accommodata fuerint 
apud Gernemuam, & de vadiis ibidem fadis placita 
apud Gernemuam teneantur. £t (i quis in tota 
.;Anglia Theolonia vel confuetudines a Burgehfibus 
*'de Gernemua ceperit, except^, ut fuperius, difta 
Civitate London, poftquam ipfe a refto defecerit, 
Praspofitus de Gernemua Namium apud Gernemuam 

Pontagi- (Tij ^ontagium, Toll paid for Pafage over BriJges^ 

'wn- with Horfcs, Carriages, ^c. and umier tbim^ with Boatt^ 

ShipSy l^c. . . 

Stallagi- (m) A payment for a Stall, or a Right to have one ia 

um. Fairs or Mercates^ 

Leve. (n) Le<uey pro Leva, Tribute^ Levies, ixaSioHt Qel^ 

hiiiony a Levare, Exigere, Trihuiumimpouere* 

0aDegeld. (e) <2^neselO> this was a Tax or Money paid» and 
impofed, and levied for defence of the Nation againft the 
Danes, or rather an annual Tribute paid to them, that 
they might abftain from Rapine, Burning and Slaughter f 
See my Hiftory, Fol. 123. E. F. 

Duellum, (p) De Duello inter feri^ecum {ff Burgen/em. Leg. 

i«c. Burger. Scot. c. 14. Siquisforin/ecusBurgen/emdere 

akqua appellaveritj non poteft/uperBurgen/einpugnf{re,Jf4 
Burgenjis per legem Burgi Je defendet* 

capiat. 
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capiat. Infuper ad emendationem prsedifli Burgi de 
Gememua conceffimus quodquinque Mercatores pe- 
tierint Burgum de Gernemua cuiii Mercato fuo de 
quocunque Joco fuerint five extranet, five alii qui de 
pace noiira fuerint vel de licentia noftra in terram nof- 
tram venerint, veniant, morentur, & recedant, falvl 
pace noftri reddendo redlas confuetudines illius Bur- 
gi. Prohibemus etiam ne quis prs^diSis Burgeniibus 
injuriam vel dampnum vel molefiiam inferat fuper 
forisfafturam decern librarum. Quare volumus ic 
firmiter praecipimus quod praedi(fli Burgenfes de Ger- 
nemua, & eorum haeredes habeant & teneant im- 
perpetuum omnia prasdi<fta hxreditarie, bene & in 
pace, libere, quiete, integre, plenarie & honorifice 
reddendo inde annuatim quinquaginta & quinque 
libras numero, per manum Praspofiti de Gernemua 
ad Scacarium noftrum ad Terminum Sandi Mi- 
chaelis : & Burgenfes de Gernemua facient Praspo- 
fitos de fe per annum qui lint idonei nobis & eis. 
Teftibus Domino H. Wintonienfi, Domino 

J. Norwicenfi, S. Sarilberienfi Epifcopis, 

G. Filio Petri, W. Marefcallo, 

Comtte Pembroke, W. fratre noftro, Co- 

mite Sarum, W. Comite de Ferrariis, Petro 

filio Herberti, W. Briwer, H. de 

Nevill, Adamo de Portu, Garino filio Geroldi, 
WilJielmo de Cantilupo, Johanne de Bafling, GaU 
frido Lutterell, Thoma filio Adae. Datum per ma- 
mim H. de Well Archidiacono Wellenfi apud 

Merleberg decimo oftavo die Martii, Anno Rcgni 
noftri nono. 



Johannes Dei Gfatia Rex Angliae, Dominus i jfohan- 
Yberniae, Dux Normanniae, Aquitanias, Comes ""» N- 
Andegavia:, Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbatibus, *^4* ^^^' 
Comitibus Baronibus, Jufticiariis, Vice-Corn! tibus, ** .^' 
Prxpofitis & omnibus Ballivis & fidelibus fuis, Sa- fe"rCc- 
lutem. Sciatis nos concefEfle & praefenti Carta con- ^j^ 
firmide Burgenfibus noftris Dunewici quod Burgum i<[. \. ii, 
de Dunewic fit liberum Burgum noftrum, & habeat ' ^ 
Socam, & Sacam, & Toll, & Theam, Infangene- 
theof, & quod ipfi per totam terram noilr..m fint 
quieti de Theloneo, & LeAagio, & Paifagio, & 

Pontagio, 
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• t 

Pontagio, & Siallagio, & de Leve, & de Danegeld; 
k de (a) Ewagio, & de (b) Wrec, & (c) Lagan^ 
k de omnibus alii^ confuetudioibus; Salva libertate 
Civitatis London, & quod ipfi redtam & Soiitam fir- 
roam fuam per manum iuam reddant ad Scaccariuol 
nodrum, & quod nuilam. Sedam faciant Coroita- 
tuumvel Hundredorum nifi coram Jufticiariisnoftrisj 
Et cum fummoniti fuerint efle coram Judiciariis mit- 
tant pro k duodecim legates homines de Burgo fuo^ 
^ui tint pro eis omnibus. £t (i forte amerciari de- 
buerint, per fex probos homines de Burgo fuo, St 
per fex probos homines extra Burgum, amercientur; 
Concefiimus etiam eis quod (*) fiiios & filias fiia^ 
pofiint libere ubi voluerint in terra noftra maritare^ 
& viduas (imiliter per confilium amicorutn fuorum^ 
& (*) perquiiitiones fuas de terris & asdifipiis in Villa 
Aia poffint dare aut vendere, aut facere inde quod 
icoluerint, & ^uando voluerint. CohceiTimus etiam 
W (d) hanfam, & (e) Gildstdi MercatdriatH, ficut 

fa) EiAJogium. I kno^v not what it means, unlefs it 
be here ufed for Aquarium, ah Aquse-Dudt, ofWater- 
Paflage, 

(b) Wreci Goods thrown ovfer-board. when the Ship 
is over-laden, of cad away at Sea. Thefe belonged td 
tjie Crown in all places, and could not be injoyed But bj 
fpecial Grant or PriviUiige. 

(c) Lagaiit from the old word Liggtn or Liggini 
6oods lying and found under Water« or in the bottom ot 
the Sea. 

(•) Note; before they hald the King's Licence^ the 
Surgeffes could not Marry their Sons and Daughters td 
•wbofrif and nuhere they pleafed, nor could Widcnvs Mair^ 
ry thcmfelves, nor could the Burg$JJes give or /ell th? 
Lands they purchafed, without Licence, or before their 
Charter. And moft probable it is, thefe were of the 
fame /ate SLhd condition with the Burgen/es Dominici, itf 
the Saxon times before the ConqueH, who had the King 
or fome other Lords f or great Men for their Patrons t and 
ProteSfors* 

(d) Han/a, frohi the Germatf word Hanfit which 
fignifies a Society. 

(k) Gilda Mercatoria^ a Trading Society^ a Companf 
of Buyers and Sellers. The other words are all intei^* 
preted in the Chartor of Tarmoutk. 

habere 



habere confueveruit, Quare volumus & firmiter 
praccipidius, quod praedidi Burgenfes noftri prxno- 
minatas libertates oc liberas confuetudines habeant, 
& leneant libere, pacifice, & integre fine onvni im- 
pedimento. Teftibus Euftachio Elyenfi Epifcopo, 
Willielmo Marefchallo, Comite de Pembroke, Jo* 
}ianne de PrateJI, Ga. Data per manum Hu- 

bert! Cantuarienfis Archiepifcopi, Cancellarii noftri 
9pud Rupem Aurmall Vicefimo nono Diei Junii, 
Anno Regni noAri primo. 



TOhannes Dei Gratia^ &c. Sciatis quod remijG- Cart, 7. 
J mu$ & perdonavimus Burgenfibus ooi^is de Johan. in.. 
Dunwico quadraginta libras in perpetuum de firma ^' ^' 45" 
fua quam nobis reddere ibiebant pro Villa de Dun- N. 3. b* 
YficOy fcilicet, dq (a) fexties viginti libris & viginli 
quatuor m.ille allecum & una Marca. Ita quod red- 
dent nobis & hacredibus noflris de csetero fingulis 
annis quater viginti libras & viginti quatuor niille al- 
lecum &c un^m; Marcam pro prxdida Villa de Dun- 
wico teneda in perpetuum ^d fepdi firmam. Quare, 
^c. quod praedidti Burgenfes noftri & haeredes fui 
quieii fint in perpetuum a nobis & hasredibus noftris 
de praedidlis quadraginta libris de praedida firma, fi- 
cut praedifium eft. Conceflimus etiam eis & hap 
Carta noftra confirmavimus quod noii * namientur * SliouM 
pro aliquo debito unde non fuerint vel plegii vel ca- notbtdiA 
pitales debitores nifi ipfi fuper boc quieti in Jufticia trcined^; 
exhibenda defecerint, & nifi in locisquibuslibertatem 
^ potedatem hujufmodi namia capiendi conceflunus. 
Teftibus W. Comite Sarum, W. 

Comite Arundell, Willielpao Briwer, Hugone dc 
Neville, Warino filio Geroldi, Thoma Bafiet. 
Data per manum Hugonis de Well Archie 

diaconi Wellenfis apud Freitmantell qujnto die No- 
vembris anno, &c, Septimo. 

(a) Note, the great Fee- Farm Rent of this now poor 
Town, ic was ajmoii twuice as much as any, and more 
than tnuice as much 9^% moll Coaft-To^uns in Narff. and 
Suff'. then paid. 

Pun- 
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Dunvvtch paid to thi King Three Hundred Mzxki 

for to have their Liberties granted to them^ in theif 

Charter in the Firji of King John hefides Ten Falcons, 

and Five Girfalcons. 

[i] Rot. Dunwic [i] dat Domino Regi trecentas Marcas 

oblat. pro habendis Libertatibus fuis fecundum tenorem 

1 Joban. Cartarum fuarum quas habebunt. Item dant pro 

^* '9- eodem decern Ofterios, & quinque Girfalcones. 

The Burgejfes or Men of Dunewic further gave the 
King an Hundred Marks of Silver, that they tnight 
have and enjoy their Charter of Liberties which tvas 
then detained^ as may befuppofedby what follows. 
fi] ibid, j-2] dc Dunewic dant Domino Regi centum Mar* 
^* 9* ca$ Argenti ut Carta Domini Regis de lihertatibiis 
fuis teneantur. Scilicet quinquaginta Marcai iA 
Pafcha, & quinquaginta Marcas ad Feftum SanSi 
Michaelis, 

The Burgefles d/Dunewich^^w/ more to the King 
aoo Marks and 5000 Eeles, for having Wrec and 
Lagan infirted into, or Granted by their Charter^ and 
the Chzxitv was delivered to Geofry Fitz- Peter, until 
provijion was made for the Security of 2P0 Mzrksfrft 
promifed, and 190 Marks promifed the ficond time. 
[3] Ibid. Burgenfes [3] de Dunewic dant Domino Regi 
Id. I. ducentas Marcos & quinque mille Anguillarum pro 
habenda Wrec & Lagan in Carta fua 
Cartam G. Fit. Petri ut provideatur it 

fecuritate de trecentis Maccis primo promiiGs, ti it 
centum Marcis fecundo promiifis. 



Cart. 51 T TEnricus Dei gratia Rex Angliae, &c* Arthl* 
H. 3. M. JljL cpifcopis, Epifcopis, &c. Salutem. In* 
10. N. B. jpeximus Cartam quam bonae memoriae! Henricul 
by InJ^e- quondam Rex Angliae Avus nofter fecit fiurgenfibuf 
ximus. Wallingfordiae in haec verba. 

Note, Henricus Dei gratia Rex Anglise, & Dux Nor* 

there are n^anniaB & Aquitaniae & Comes Andegaviae Archi* 

Rollt* o cp*^c°P^s> &C' &fidelibustotius A ngliae & Norman* 

M. 10 ^^^* Francis & Aquitanniae, Salutem. Prabcipio 

N. 4. vobis ut Burgenfes mei de Wallingford firmam paceol 

meam habeant per totam terram meam Angliae & 

Normanniae ubicunque iint 5 & fciatis me dcdifle H 
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cbnc^deeis imperpetdum libeitates & leges fuas om^i 
neS & confuefudines bene & honorifice ficut melias 
& honorabiliQS eas habuerunt [a) tempore Edwardf 
Regi^ & tempore Atavi mei Regis Willielmi, & dus 
filii alterittS Regis Wiilielmi & tempore Henrici Re- 
gis Avi mei, fiilitit^ GiMam Mercatoriatn cum om^ 
nibus confuetudinibus & legibus fuis libere habeant^ 
ne * Praepofitus meus vel aHqua Jufticia mea de Gilda « Officef 
eoftftn fe introtnittat nifi proprie Aldermannus & orSlieriflrtf 
Mintfter 6orum. £t fi Miniftri mei vel aKqua Ja-^ 
fticta aliquo plstcito vel occafione calumpniaverit illosy 
tel in caufam ducete voluerit, prohibeo & prsecipiof 
ne \i\o modo refpondeaht nifi iliorum proprio porti^ 
ftioto. £t fi ipfe Praepofitus eos aliqaa occafione fine 
ealumpniatbre implacitaverit non refpondeant. £t 
fi aliquo fotlsfadlo vel redo judicio aliqilis eotumf 
ferisfaiflus fuerit per reAam confiderationem Burgen^ 
Jium erga Praepofitum illud emendet. Prohibeo e- 
flam & prxcipio he aliquod Mercatum fit in [h) Crau-< 
merfa, nee Mercator alibis nifi fit {t) Gilda Mef->* 

catoria^ 

(u) Moiofunt in ipfo Burgo Con/uetudines omna utanti 
fuiruift. This follows in a diflid Line by itfelf, imme* 
diatefy after what is written out of Dome/day Book fur- 
ifher on. The word Con/uthtdines here feems to figniii 
XMs\ arid the Whole to youlid no more, than that'tW 
Rents of Houfes were ndt raifed in that Burgh after tlH 
Conqueft ; or they might have the faYne other Cufton^s, 
0i6ugh they paid more for theiii, for* the FaVm of th^ 
Town was raifed' from 30' to 60 7. fer AnnuMt Donie/JL 
f. 56: b..Col. 1. . 

{h) Cramiur/a is a Village or fmadl place over ip&i^ft 
Wailtmgfrrd tiafile or the Town* where' there was ik 
Anti-Cafile or Fortrefs built» tb refii-ain and keep ih tl^ 
Oarifbn in that Carftle^in the time of Xing Stephini tVHi 
appears by the great Ditches and Trenches to be fe^nifait* 
fore the'place where the great Caftle^Gate was, 

' ^ - ^^- .t . . . thWlitaV--^ "• ••" 

le a Mimbi 

, _._Ta ifjrjfe/},^...^ .. ._,. ^_^ 

upon, or ufed the Mefcaii of WaUingfird^ he Wiis tiCT 
p^/ni'filDmtm %6 the GsU, tind h/)udged 4^ch^rf. 
to the^i&Zf/ and^£aw# of it» whether he ^vf/wit]^ih A 
JirTF^, or without. Ay piis ^Iflrst'di'I^i^oiraail^' 
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catoria, & fi aliquis exierit de Bwrgo Wallingford, & 
vivat de Mercato ip6us Wallingford, praecipto ut rec- 
tum Gildx Mercatorix faciat ipfis Btfrgenfikus ubicun- 
que fit infra Burgum vel extra. Sciatis prseterea me 
^diile U conffi& imperpetuum omnibus hominibus 
Wallingford plenam quietanciam de annuo {d) Ga- 
Uio meo quod fokbant reddcre de£</r^tf Wallingford, 
de eo, firilicet, quod ad me pertinet in Burge has le- 
ges & confuetudines, & libertates & quietandas om- 
nes dono eis, & concedo imperpetuum^ & alias omnes 
quas potenint oftendere anteceilbres fuos habuifleJi- 
bere, quiete, & honorifice ficut Gives md Wintoa 
melius unquam habuerunt, & hoc pro Servitio & ]a« 
bore magno quern pro me fufiinuerunt in acquifitione 
haereditariijurismeiinAnglia. Concedoetiameisquod 
ubicunque ierint in Mercationibus fuis per totam ter- 
ram meam Anglia; & Normannis, Aquitaniae, & An- 
degavix, by Cater and by Stronde, kf Wode and by 
Lmde, quieti fint de Tolneto & Paragio & omnibus 
Confuetudinibus & Exadlionibus, ne fuper hoc ab ali- 
quo inquietentur fuper foris&Auram decern libraruni. 
. rrobibeo etiam & prxcipio fuper eandem forisfadv- 
ram ne Pnepofitus Wallingford (r) Scotaliam faciat, 

fird^ iS vi*vat de Mertato ipjtus Walbngford^ fnedtio tU 
reSmn Gilda Mtrcatwise faeiai iffis Burgn^^ut^ tikcMM* 
qiu fiii infra Burgum^ 'uel extra. 

\i) In Burg% de Wallingford baluit Rex Edwardui 
$3o 'virgatas Terrse^ IS in ms erant 276 Hage redde^u 
undecem libras de Gablo^ ii qui ibi manebamt faciebeoA 
Serif itium Regis ^ cum Eqids^ uel per Aqudm ufque de Blii' 
heriam^ Reddingest Sudune^ £^ Benfenione (all Towns in 
Birkfiire) bf boc facientibus dabat Frafofitus (Burgi) 
ConrediuM (their 6iet) non de cenfu Regis fed de fi»t 
Domefd. f. $6. a. Col. t. Blubery^ Reding^ Sutton^ 
Ceurtney and Befington all in Berkfiire^ npon or ntar the 
Vbamest aboite and beloiu Wallingford, and the fenrice 
here meant was Water and Land Carriage. 
Scotakt (') Stotale from Scot, u jgathering or Jbot; ■nd^Zrin 

what it ^^ known fignificatioo, Scotales were abt/es put upon 
was. ^* iS«f/ People by his Officers, who ivt>iud them to 

drink AUy and then made a (JoUeSion, to the end they 
&onld not 'uex or inform againft thm> for the Crimtt 
ihey had cnumtted or Aiould tommit^ 

a C/jOtr- 
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& ne (/) Gerefuaiam ab aliquo quserat, & ^uod 
nuUam confuetudinem in Wallingfordia ftatuat qiia^ 
noceat Burgenfibus Vills hujus Donationis & Con« 
ceffionii. Teftes funt Thebaldus Archkpifcopus 
Canttuuienfis & aiii. Data apud Oxetiefbni primo 
Idus Januarii. Nos autem pradi^as donadonem tc 
conceffionem ra'tas habentes & gratas eas pro nobis 
& hsoredibus noftris» praedidis Burgenfibm 8c eorum 
Succeflbribus concedimus ic confirmavimus . prout 
Carta prsdiAa racionabiliter teftatur. Vojumus e* 
tiam Si concedimus pro nobis & hssredibus noflris 
quod Jicet Bmrgenfis ftmdiSti a principio turbationis 
ciudum pod Parliamentuoi habitum apud Oxon in 
Regno noAro fulcitatae, aliquo articulorum liberta* 
turn pieedi£tarum minus plene ha&enus ufi fiierint . 
ipfi tamen & eonim Succetbres nichilominus de cae^ 
terp libere & fine impedimento aliquo utantur liber-^ 
latibus ante didis ficut pnedidhun eft. His teftibus 
Roberto Walraund, Roberto Aguyloun, Nichdao 
de Leukenore, Willielmo de Aete, Johanne de La 
Lynde» Petro de Keville, Radulpho de Bakepuz^ 
Willielmo Belet, JSartholomaeo Bigod^ & aliis. 
pata per manum noftram apud Weftmonafterium 
duodecimo die Januarii, Anno Regni noftri quia« 
quagefimo primo* 

ff) Otr/umma^ or fometimc yertfumma^ \% properly i^&ifiim* 
an Imc$mt or Fim paid for the tniramce upon fiim Placi j,^ ^^ 
^ftati or C^fici., .Here it Signifies plainly tL Briiep or Jg^gfym^ 
Moni^ gxstxk to the Kings Ojficfr to comuw at, and not „^/ 
to ^rofKutt thOfe that gonft it in Grimttuti Ca/et, 

This was a Unrgi Charter, mul wasgrantid knh tbi 
liw'gijfii ^ Wallingford for the good fervice they did 
Hang Henry the Second^ and his Mother Maud th^ 
Xmprelsj ^rf^/f^ £'/i/ Stephen* 



tv 



fi ^ Ricai^das 
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Cart. $ "l^ Icardus Dei Gratia Rex Angliae, &c. ArcH- 

Ricardii. J\^ epifcopiff^ Epifcopis, &c. Salutem. Sdatis 

N. 5* nos fetinuiw in manum noftram Burgmn noftrum 

de Fortefinue, cuin omnibus ad eum pertinentibus^ 

ft in oo ftabi&Se & dedifle & conceffifle NumUnt^ du- 

raturas feoad. in anno per futndecem dies ad vincala 

Sandi Petri, fcilicet. Conceffimus etiam quod om- 

Dies homines Angliae^ Normanniae, PiAaviae, Wsd- 

lifle, Skroliae k omnium terrarum noflrarum^ & ^di- 

arum veniant ad praedidas Nundinas, & eant & re- 

deant bene k in pace, & habeant omnes quietancias 

& libertatcs quas habent ad Nundians Winton, vd 

Hoihnd, vel alibi in terram noftranci^ CoQceffimvs 

ctiam quod Burgenfes noftri m eodem Burgohzheuit 

iingulis Ebdomadis anni una die feptimanae^ firilicet 

die JoviS) Mercatum cum omnibus Kbeitaetbus h 

liberis confuetudinibus quas cives noftri Wintonix, 

vel^^ Oxonix vel alii terrarumi noftrarum habeant rd 

habere debeant. Conceflimus eriam quod praedidt 

ViHa de Portefmue, & omnes Burgenfes noftn in ti^ 

& de ea tenentes fint quieti & Iiberi de Tl^^'onio^ k 

• Peda' Pontagio, & Paffagio, & * Pedagio, & Paa^o, U, 

gium and Stalisgip k Tallagio, & d« Schiris, & Ehxndredi^, h 

PaagsMm ^ Stftis' • Schirarum & Hundredorum & de fommis, 

^^^ & auxiliis Vieecomitum & Servientium & de placitis 

*""*• & qucrelis omnibus, & de [a) Bkdwjtai & de (4) 

Siihwyta^ & de {c) Leirewyta^ & de {d) We^entake^ 

& de piaeitQ . Foreftae, & Giu^do^ & (#) R^gftarih 

Fortfla^ &de omnibus diis feculanbus exact|6nilmr 

tarn 



1^) Bto^nxytm, or a. MutS- jfmereiamiHt for drawk( 
Bleod. 
, Clf) Sifbjivytei I know not. what it h. 

(c) LeiriAjytiy Laifwyt^^ a- l^erRVjffe, Mul^ uppn biaiL 
that corrupted a Bondwoman^ or upon a BoudmoM for the 
Fornication of his Daughter. 

(d) Free from Suit and Service to the Wupeutaki 
Court, as before from Suit and Service to the Claunij Qi 
Shire Court, and Hundred Courts. 

(^^y^ Regard, &c. There were in the Kings Forefts 
cercaiil Omcers called Regardatores, now called Rangers, 
who often viewed and went about the Forefls^ to fee if 
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tarn per mare quam per terrain ubicunque vencniit ^ 
in totam terram noftram. Quart volumus & Qr^i- 
ter praecipimus, quod praedi&a Villa de Por telmiM, 
& Burgenfes noftri in ea tenentes Manfiones ^^as ic • . 
pofleflione^ babeant ic teneant, cum thol^ ic Theamy 
& Infangenetbeef^ & tJifangenethtof^ Sc cum omnibus 
fibertatibus & Tiberis conl^etudinibus ita bene & UA 
pace, libere & quiete ficut Oives nofiri Wintonis^ 
vel Oxonis. vel alii de t^rra nofira melius habent 
ic tenent* £t prohibemus ne ponantur in placimm 
de aliquo tenemento ejufdem Villas, niii coram nobis. 
£t prohibemus ne quis eos di(lurbet in aliquo fupe^r 
forisfa£hii'ram * nonram. His tei^ibus, &c. Data * /. t. to 
per manum Willielmi de Longo.Campo ElyenS^ Lib. 
£pifcopi Cancellarii rioftri apud rortieiinue. Secunr 
do die Maii^ Anno Regni noilri quinto. 



Johannes Dei gratia^ &c. Sciatis nos coiicefiiite Cart. 6 
hominibui de AndeVer quod habeant GildaiQ Johan. n, 
Mercatoriam in Andever & quod fint quieti de The* 15. 
loneo & Paflagio & confuetudine per totam terram N. 6. 
noftram ikut Burgenfes Wintonia? qui funt de Gilda 
Mercatorum funt quieti, & fuper hoc nuUus eos in<- 
jufte difturbet pro confuetudine fuper decern librarum 
forisfadura, ficut Cartas Henrici Patris noftri, & ^ 

Ricardi Fratris noftri quas kide habeant rationabilker 
teftantur. Teftibui R. Comite Ceftriae, 

Warino filio Geroldi, W. de Braofa, Pe- 

tro filio Herberti, Henrico Bifiet, Hugh de Lafcy, 
Petro de Stok. Data per manum J. de 

Well apud Radinge primo oie Mait Anno Regni 
noftri fexto. 



any Wood was cut, Venifon ftolen, and other TrefpaiTea 
committed tbereia ; which view or infpedion was called 
a Rigard ; as likewife was the fumfimnt for fudi Of- 
feaces and Trcfpafles* 



B J Jfohannes 
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Cart. t. y Ohannes Dei gratia, &c. Sciatis nos dediile & 
Joh^n. p. ■ ^cnocfMk ^ nac praefent^ Carta noftra confir* 
^- ■• '^*- foafle dUcao & 6dcli poftro Willidmo Briwer quod 
^* 7* Brugf Walterf fit libqrum Burgum & quod ibi & 
^benim Mercatum, & una feria Qngulis annis per 
oAo dies duratura, fdlicet, a die Nativitatis Beati 
Tohannis in ododies cum Theloneo, Paag;iQ, Pon- 
ngio, Pai&gio, Leftagio, St^llagto & cum Minibos 
^lirs libertatibus & liberis confuetydinibus ad liberom 
Burgum & ^d Mercatum 3? Feriam pertbientibus. 
Con^effimus etiam pr^iAo WilHelmo ^uod prae- 
didi Burgenfes fui de pr^edidlo Burgo fint libefi har^ 
unfisy & fint quieti de Theloiieo, ri^gio, Pontagio, 
PdBagio, Leftagio (c Stallagio, ic habeant oiyincs K- 
bertates, & liberas confuetudines & quietancias qu^ 
ad nos pertinent per totam terram no(hain, & per 
omnes portus terras noftrae, excepta Civitate Londoiu 
Quare volunms & finniter prsecipimus quod praediAu9 
Willidinus ^ hxredes fiii poft ipfum bab^pt ^ y^- 
neant omnia praedida bene, & ip pace, libefe & qui- 
ete, integre, plep^rie, & honorifice cum oninibqs 
libertatibus & liberis confiietvidinibus fvils ficut prae- 
diAqm eft. Teftibus W. Marefcallo Co- 

fnite de Peqbro^, R. Copfiite Ceftriae, 

WilHelmo Comite Sarum, Willietmo de Rupibus 
Senefchallo Andegavise, &c. Data per manus S, 
Wellens Archidiaconi Glouceftriae apud 
Turon Vicefimo fexto die Junii, Anno Regni nofiri 
fccundo. . , 



mrmmmtm 



?^h*' ^ TOhannes Dei gratia, &c. Sciatis nos conceflift 
joban. »• J 5jj praefenti Carta noftra confirmafle, quod Bur- 
^ N 8 S"^ nofter de Hellefton (it liber Burgus & quod Bur- 
genfes noftri de eadem Villa habeant Gildam Merca- 
toriafn Sc quietanciam per totam terram noftram de 
Theloneo, Pontagio, Paf&gio, Stalla^o, Leftagio 
& (a) Sollagio falvis in omnibus libertatibus Civitatis 
London f Concedimus etiaqi eis quod npn piadtent 



{a) Ikiiow not the mewMng of SoIIagiims unlefsitbe 
iQ^ad qf SeUagium, 4 Pi^^ment for (landing in a Shed. 
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nifi infra Burgum fuum de rebus vel tenuris perlinen-^ 
tibus ad villain fuam praeterquam de placitis ad' Co- 
ronatn noftram pertinentibus & placitis de terris fo* 
rinfecis. Volumus etiairi quod habeant omnes alias 
libertates & liberas confuetudines quas habuerunt 
Burgenres noftri de Cadello de Lancefton tempore 
Regis Henrici Patris noAri. Ita quod nyllus Bur- 

Senfium praediAorum {h) nifi refidens fuerit in pnp« 
i^ Villa de Hellefton has habebit Ubertat^. His 
teftibus W. Comite Sarum, W. 

Briwer, Roberto de Turnham, Roberto de Tref- 

f^s, Sim. de Pateihul, Radulpho de Stok, 

uftachio de Faruberge. Data per manum S. 
Welienfis Archidiaconi apud Cranebum decimi^ 
quinto die Aprilis, Anno Regni noftri fecundp. 



■*w^— ■P—^——— — i— W I I 1 



TOhannes Dei gratia, &c. Noverjtis nos ad in-* Rot.Cart. 
A ftantiam & petitionem venerabilis Patris noftri 5. Johan» 
Johannis Norwicenfis Epifcopi Secundi, concefliflb °* 112. 
& hac praefenti Carta noftra confirixiafle quod Villa ^« 9* 
de Lenna fit liber Burgus in perpetuum, & habeat 
omnes libertates & liberas confuetudines quas [c) li- 
beri Burgi habent, omnibus falvis ipfi Epifcopo & 
Succeflbribus fuis, & Willielmo Comiti Arundeli, 
& hxredibus fuis libertatibus & confuetudinibus qiiias 
ipfi in praedidla Villa antiquitus habuerunt. Quare 
volumus & firmlter praecipimus quod pnrdida Villa 
de Lenna fit liber Burgus in perpetuum fc habeat 
omnes libertates & confuetudines liberas quas liberi 
Burgi nofiri babent in omnibus bene & in pace, li- 
bere & quiete, & integre, plenarie & honorifice ficufr 
praedi^um eft. Teftibus Domino Cantuarienfi Ar- 
chiepifcopo, W. London Epilcopo, G. 

^io Petri Comite Efl^X) R. Comite Cef- 

(^)Note here, if the Bumfi^s ivere oot refident in the 
£ui;gh, they were not to enjoy the Liberties of it. 

(r) Note, from hence it appears there were a certain, 
number of Liberties, which made a free Burgh, and they 
were no other than what were ufaally granted by Char^ 
cer to free Burghs, and fttc|i |s ^e ordinarily mentioned 
in thef^ Charters* 

B 4 trlir^ 



Cart. 2. 

Johan. 
ii« 19. 
N. |o. 
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triae, Gaiifrido de Say, 6fc. Data per ipapwi 
mi Praepofiti d« Beverl, &:c. a'pud JLamtie 
Vicefimo, Scptimp Die Japoani Anno Rcgni noftri 
quintQp 



' , .1- 



Johannes Dd Qratia, &c. Sciatif npn confef- 
fifle & hac praefcnti C;pta nqf|ra confifina£fe Iio- 
minibus de Hertlepole quod fin liberi fiurgenfes, ^ 

3uod habeant ea(dem li^t^tes ^ ]eges in Villa foa 
e Hertlepole quos fiui^enies .npftri de Novo Cafteuo 
fuperTinam habent in Villa fua dc Novo Cafiello, 

§[uaFe vplumus ic finnicer pnecipimus guod praediSi 
urg^fes hafa«ant ic teneant praedi£las liberutes & 
}^es bene, & in pace, libere, & quietc, ic integre 
ficut pr«di£tuai eft* fiis TdUbus Willielmo de 
Smtevill, Hugone Bard, Petro de Patell, Willielmo 
Briwer, Hugone de NeviUe, Roberto dc Rqs, £of- 
tachio de V^cy. Petro de ^ruis, ^c. Data per 
manum S, Wellienfis Arctudiacp^ 9pu*d 

DjUnelnf). ' '0<E]tayo Dei F^br^%rii, Ktffd 

poj[iri Anno Sequido. 



Claof. 22.. 

a* 6 m. 
25. Dorf. 
bcPro- 
clama- 
^one far 
jdenda. 
N* II. 



REX Majofi & Vicecomitibus London, Sa- 
iutem. Cum per Cartas- Frogenitorum no£- 
trorum quondam Rcgua\ Angliae quas confirmavi- 
fnias, Goncefium fit Civibus nofiris Civitatis praedid^ 
quod Majorero & Aldermanos de k ipfis guos vo- 
luerint eligant & jpfos, nobis apud W«ftmona(tjeriiim 
non exiflentibus, Tbe(am;arip & Baronibys noftris 
die Scaccario praefentent, ut ibidem prout moris eft 
admittantur ; Ac jam intellexerimus quod quamquam 
hujuiinodi eIe6liones per Majorem U Aldermannos 
nee non difcretiores didtae Civitates ad hoc fpecialiter 
fvinmonitps & pra^kxiunitos temporibu^ rctroo^ fieri 
coniueverint, nopnulli UPAien qui aliquod interefle in 
ideiSionibus hjujurmodi pon habent nee habere debent 
eleiftippibus illis aufu temerario k ingerunt, inl. 
mifcent, /& muhociens eleAiones, quae rite jtjl^ifi^ 
-^rent^ fuis vaKdis cla|a[K>ri^|is & j[qai|K>rtj^ni^' mpl- 

' tfipUcii^ 
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tipUciter impediunt & permrbgnN a4 intq^ti^nroi 

quod tales eligerentqr q\\\ fui$ ipalefai^is ^ ^rroribus 

poftiiiodmtp l^yere po(^nt, & ea Tpb diffimulationt 

dimittere finpunit^^ quod A ^^i pefiDitt^rietpr^ in 

npjdrj ac Coronap & dignitatis no(lr^ Jiefioneiq, nec» 

non (tatus Cayitatis pr^i^t^C; Atbyerfionern dviiunque 

^oftrorum ibidem perturbatiopem & commotionem 

cederet ip2inif<?(te. Nos igitur q^ieti k tranquiililati 

pppi^Ii nobis* TubjciEli providere tf. congruum r^mC'* 

flium in hac part^ volpnte^i ^dhibere, ut tenem^r^ vq,* 

\>U pr^cipipius firmiter ipjuqgent^, quod ante tem-r 

pus ele^ionjs M^joris vvitatis pr^djct^ proxioiQ 

faciendap pe^f tot^m Civita^iun illain ic libertatem ejuf* 

deqpi e^ partQ noftr^ pyblice proclam^i & firmiter 

jnhiber^ faciatis, ne qui? h^j^fInodi el^ctipni' nifi qui 

de j^re & fecundum c^nfuetudineiii Qivi^atis pr»if 

dicta^ interefle debqat;» iili inte^ljt, qvioyis mode nee 

fe de electione ilia quoqqo qpaefitp cplore introipittat,^ 

neque eam impediat, vel perturbet, fed quod electio 

ilia per Aldermanngs ^ alios Cives difcretiores & po- 

tentiores Civitatis praedictae ad hoc fpecialiter prae- 

{nunitofi & fuQ^ipo^tos ^«t ^ hatt^tur, prout feout^- 

dum confuetudinem fupradictam ' fuerit faciepda. 

Scientes pro ^erto, qnod fiquem alio modo quam ut 

praem^ttitur ^(e^tum npVis.yel The&urario & fiaroni- 

bus de Scaccario praefentaveritis, ill\im nuUat^nus 

admittemus, & omnes illos quos contrarium procla^ 

mationis & inhibitionis praedictarum inven^rixis fi|« 

cientes areftetis, Sfi eos prifonae noAr^ committaims 

ibiden^ moraturos, quoufque pro eordhi deliberatienc 

duxerimiis deouindandUfn . Tefte Rege ap^d Weft* 

monafterium Sepumodie Oclobris. 

Pp" ConJiUum. 



TT^Dwardus^ Dei GrajN'a Rex AngKa?, pominu^ Rctorh, 
P'^ Hiberni^&:Dux Aquitaniae Vicccomiti Bed- Brcv.Parl 
ford & Buckingham^ Saliitem. Quia ordinavitnus 34 ^^- i- 
quod Edwardiis liliu^ nofier primogenitus in fefto & Claaf. 
rentecoftes proximo Aituroi^ Deo propitio, cinguio 34 ^d. i. 
Militia deoopetUT) per quod de jure Gbronae noftr^ r*/V ^^ 
ift bujuftnodi cofu auiaKttmL fieri nobis debet, tibi ^^"'^* 



prae- 
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jMraedpunas qood de utroqiie Comitatu tuo daos Mi-> 
lites & de qualibet Civitate in Balliva ma duos Gives 
& de quolibet Bni^ doosBurgenfesyelunom fecun- 
dum quod Buif;us fuerit inajor vel minor venire fa* 
cias coram nobis k confitio noftro apud Weftmona* 
fterium in Craftioo&mctae Trinitads proximo fUturae 
ad tractaodum &prdinandum deauxilio nobis in calit- 
pnedicto fadendo, & ad confentiendum hiis quae or« 
dinabuntur in hac parte. Scire etiam facias Ardii- 
epifcopis, Kpifcopis, Abbatibus, Prioribus, & aliis 
viris idi^ofis per totam. Ballivam mani quod per fc 
vet fuffiaentes procuratores vel attomatos fuos tunc 
fint ibidem ad tractandum & ordinandum fimiliter de 
pnemiflis ac ad confentiendum eifdem prout fiiperius 
eft exprefllim, & habeas ibi nomiria Militum^ Civium 
ic Burgeniium praediotorum, & hoc Breve. Tefte 
Meipfo apud Wvnton quinto die Aprilis, Anno 
Regni noftri triceumo quarto. 



J^fer Communia Brevta de Ter minis SanSt^t 
I'rinitatisj Jinno Regni Regis Ed. i. 
34 Rot. vel N, 40, penes Remen^ Regis 
in Scaccario^ 

Anglic.^ Ik^Emoraivdum quod cum nuper Dominus Rex 
o *^*^ iVA ordinafiet quod Edwardus fitius fuus primo- 
S^MT 8^^"* *" ^^^ Pentccoftes, Anno R^ni fui tripefimo 
ti R quarto Cjngulo Militis decoraretur, £t Mandatum 
5°* •• dfct Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbatibus, Priori- 
N. II. ^^^' Copfiitibu^, Baronibus, & aliis Magnatibas 
Regni quod eflent coram ipfo Domino Kege & Con- 
cilio fuo apud Weftmonafterium in Craftino Sanctsp 
Trinitatis proxima fequenti ad tractandum ffc ordi- 
nandum de auxilio Regis faciendo ad Militiam pneT 
dictam & ad confentiendum hiis qu^ ulterius ordi* 
narentur in hac parte, vel quod procuratpres aut at* 
tomatos fuos fufficienter iiiftnictos ad praemiffi looo 
eorum fadenda mitterent'tunc ibidem. 

Ac etiam praeceptum fuii&t fingulis Vi|cecomitibus 
Anglia^^ quod corum quiUbef venu:e facqrpt dc C09 

mitatu 
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fnitatu fuo ad prsefatos diem & locum duos Milites & 
de qualibet Civitate Ballivap fus duos Gives, & de 
jcjuolibet Burgo ejufdem Balliv^ fus duos Burgenfes, 
yel unum, &c. ad traAandum, ordinandum & coq* 
jlentiendum ficut praedidum eft. 

Venerunt perfonaliter coraoi Rege & Concilio fqo 
aipud Weftmonailerium, ad diem ilium Antoniiis Bc)c 
Patriarcha Jerofolomitanus Epifcopus Dunelmenli^, 
W. de Langeton Coventrenfis & Lich* 

fieldeniis, Radulfus de Baldok London, Epifcopi, 
}i. de Lacy Comes Lincolnias, J. 

de Warenna Comes Surriap, R, de Monte 

Hermerii Comes Glouceftriap & fjertfordiae, H. 
de Boun Comes Herefordiae, G. de Bello 

Campo Comes Warrwici, Robertus fifius Walter!^ 
Hugo Jc Difpcnfer, Johannes de Hadinges, Hugo 
de Veer, Willielmus Martyn, Henriais le Tyeys^ 
Johannes Lovel, Rogerus de Mortuomari, Johannes 
de Mohum, Alanus la Zoucbe, Willielmus de Ley- 
burn, & Robertus dc Burgherfh, Cuftos Quinquc 
Portuum cum quibufdam Baronibus Portuum eo« 
rundem. 

Ac etiam per Procuratores & Attomatos Robertus 
Cantuarienfis & Wiliielmus Eborum Archiepifcopi^ 
Thomas Exonienfis, Ricardus Herefordenfis, Johan- 
nes Wintonienfis, Johannis Ciceftrenfis, Thomas Rof- 
fenfis, Robertus Elyenfis, Johannes Norwicenfis, Jo- 
hannes Lincolnienfis, Simon Sarum, Willielmus Wi- 
gornienfis, Waherus Bathonienfis & Welienfis, & Jo- 
liannes jKLarlioIenfisEpifcopi ; Abbates Weftnnonaderii, 
Sandi Edmundi, Sandli Auguftini Cantuariae, San* 
&x Albani, Glaftpniae, Burgi Sanfti Petri, Radfi- 
mefeye, Tl)orneye, Seleby, & Malmefbury, Sandi 
Petri Olouceftriaej Rogerus Comes Norfolciae & 
Illarefcallus Angliae, Thomas Comes Lancaftrenfis^ 
Edmundus Comes Arundel, & quam plures alii 
Praelati, Magnates, ^ Proceres Regni, nee non de 
quolibet Comitati; Regni ejufdem duo Milites, & de 
quahbet Civitate duo Cives & de quolibet Burgo duo 
Burgenfes ele£ii per Communitates Comitatuum, Ci«- 
ritatum, & Burgorum eorundem ad prsetnifla, loco 
Communitatum eorundem, tradgnda, orainanda & 
cpnfentienda finailitur vener^^nt. 

Quibus 
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Quibus prsediflis omnibus congregatis coram Con- 
cilio Regis prxdido ipfifque oftenfo per idem Con- 
cilium ex parte Regis quod de jure Coronas Regis 
auxilium Domino Regi fieri debuit in cafu praedido^ 
Ac etiam quod expenfar multiplices & alia quam plura 
onera eidem Domino Regi incumbent ad rebellionem 
' & malitiam Robert! de Brus proditoris ipfius Domini 
Regis ic (ibi in partibus Scotiae adhaerentium, qui 
adverfus ipfum Regem jam in illis partibus guerraii 
movere praefumpferuot, reprimendas. 

lidem Praelati, Comitcs, Barones^ ii alii Mag- 
nates, nee non Milites Comitatuum Tradatum. fuper 
hoc cum deliberatiope habentes confiderantefque 
auxilium deberi ut praedictum eft, & quam plura 
onera Regi incumbere propter guerram praedictam, 
tandem unanimiter Domino Regi conceflerunt pro 
fe & tota Communitate Regni tricefimam partem 
omnium bonorum fuorum temporalium mobiliuro, 
quae ipfos habere continget in Fefto Sancti Michaelis 
proximo future, habendam pro auxilio eidem Do- 
mino Regi competente ad Militiam filii fui praedicti, 
acctiam in Auxilium Mifarum quas ipfe eft facturus 
circa guerram praedictam ; ita tamen quod ifla coii- 
celSo ipfis vel eorum Succeftbribus aut haeredibus fu- 
turis temporibus nullatenus cedat in pragudicium, 
nee in cafu hujufmodi trahatur in exemplum, & quod 
in taxando bona praedicta excipiantur omnia quae in 
taxatione Quintse-Decimae a Communitate Regni 
Domino Regi anno Regni fui decimo octavo concd& 
propter exilium Judaeorum fuerent excepta. 

Cives quidem & Burgenfss Civitatum ac Burgorum 

ac caeteri de Dominicis Regis congregati & fuper 

pracmifTis tractatum habentes confideranteique onera 

Domino Regi incumbentia ut praemittitur, eidem 

Domino Regi unanimiter conce&runt ob caufas fo- 

pradictas vicefimam partem bonorum fuorum mo- 

bilium habendam ut pragdictum eft. 

Inter Memorandum quod ad craftinum Sanctae Trinf- 

Commu- tatis proximo praeteritum Praelati & casteri Magnates 

niaBrevia Regni pro fe & tota Communitate ejufdem Regoi 

de Term, coriceflerunt Domino Regi Tricefimam bonorum 

Sanfti fuocum omnium temporalium extra Civitates, 5iir- 

Michael. ^^^^ ^ Dominica Domini Regis ; & Cives, &p Bwr^ 

Anno 34 ggnfis & tcnentes Dominicorum praedictorum* vicc- 
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fimam bonorum fuorum tarn ad Militiam Edwardt nes Rcr 
filii Regis praedicti, quam ad fuhfidium dcfenfionis mem. 
terra Scotiae contra Robertum dc Brus, & ipfius Thefau- 
Complices inimicos Regis, &c. ^' ^" . 



H^G Indenturafa^apudlvelceftreDicLunse Retorn. 
12 Die Novcmbriy, Anno Regni Regis Hen- Pari. 2 
rici Quinti poft Conqueftum fecundo inter Waltenim ^^"* 5* 
Hungerford Militem Vicecom. Somerfet in pleno ^*• *.4* 
Comitjltu eodem Die ibidem tento ex parte una, & 
Radulphum Hunt Majorem Civitatis Bathon. Jo-' 
hanoem Skitti(h, Johannem Savage, & Johanneni 
Haygoby Gives Civitatis praedidas, que de affi^fu 
totius Communitatis Civitatis praedidae, Eligerunt 
Ricafdum Wydecombe, & Willielmum Radeftoke 
Duos Gives pro Gonununitate Civitatis praediAae,, 
Efiend. apud WeAminfter ad Parliamentum Domini 
Regis* tenendum Die Lunae proximo poft 0£tavso 
Sandi Martini proximo futuras, fecundum formam 
Brevis Domini Regis quod eft huic annex, eidem 
Vicecomiti inde Direft, & Johannem Herewode, 
Johannem Ruftel, Walterum Dyere, & Lucam 
Wikon Bnrgenfes Burgi At Wells, qui in forma prsB- 
dicla Eligerunt Thomam. Dynt; & Johannem Hin- 
don duos Burgenfis Burgi praedidli Eftend. tunc ibi- 
dem pro Gommunitate Burgi praediSi fecundum 
formam prasdi£H Brevis. Et Johannem Ward; 
Willielmum Gofifc, Ricardum Ward, & Thomam 
Cave, J9«rj^^»/2ri^ B«r^/ de Bruggewater, qui in forma 
prasdida Eligerunt Willielmum Gafcoigne, &Jo* 
hannem Rcdwelly duos^ Burgenfes Burgi pradlfti fc-- 
cundum formam difti Brevis. Et Thomam Wiger^ 
Walterum Portman, Edmundum Tailleur, & Jo- 
hannem Northmore; £z^r;^»/?; Burgi dc Taunton^, 
qui in forma pracdifta Eligerunt JohannemMerchant 
k Edmundum Dyere duos Burgenfes Burgi prxdiSi^, 
Effend; tunc ibidem pro Gommunitate Burgi prae^ 
di£^i fecundum formam praedifli Brevis, Dantes & 
Concedentes Givibus & Burgenfibus praedicflis plenam 
A: fufficientum poteftatem, pro fe & Gommunitate 
Givitatii It Burgonm praedidonfm ad faciendum & 

con- 
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conlentiendum iis qiue tunc ibidem de Communl 
Confilio ordinari qondgerit fuper n^otiis inibi Trac-» 
tandis. In cigus Rei Teftimonium, I^c. 

Hire xveri Rtiurntd to this ParUment Citifens dnfy 
for tbe City of Bath, and thru Burghs^ WelJs^ 
Bridgwater and Taunton in the County of Somcrfet* 
Three of the prefent Burghs being ommitted^ M inehead, 
MUborn-Port and IlcheAer, notwithftanding the Ceun* 
iy-Court was bolden there^ in wbicb the £ie£iion wOt 
maae. 

Tbe words of the Indenture or Return for Doriet(hire 

far this Parlement are the fame with the words of ihisi 

(mutatis mutandis) there being then the fame Sheriff 

for both Counties. Pool and Corf-Ca(Ue, two only of 

the prefent Burghs^ were omitted* 



^fcve k TTTEnricus Dci gratia Rex Angliae & Franciae, & 
itr'i JlX Dominus Hiberni» Vicecomiti Wilts, Sa. 
u^* lutem : Quia de avifamento confilii noAri, pro qui- 

WiiiJ^re* bufdam arduis & urgentibus negotiis nos, datum & 
N. ic. * defenfionem regni noftrt. Angliae ac Ecdefiae Angli- 
canae contingentibus, quoddam Parliamentum nof-^ 
trum apud Weftmonaft* die Lunae proximo poft 
0<!tavas Saniii Martini proximo fiituras teneri ordi* 
navimus, & ibidem cum Praelatis, Magnatibus & 
Proceribus didli regni noftri colloquium habere & 
ira£tatum : Tibi praecipimus firmiter injungentes, 
quod facta proclamatione in proximo Comitatu tua 
poA receptionem hujus Brevis, tenend. de die & loco 
praedictis, quos Milites gladiis cinctos, magis idoneos 
& difcretos de Comitatu praedicto \ ic de qualibet 
Civitate Comitatus illius duos Gives ; & de quolibet 
Burgo duos Burgenfes de difcretioribus & mams fuf« 
ficientibus libere & indifierentur per Ulos qui rroda- 
mationi huiufmodi interfuerint, jujcta formam ftatuti 
inde editi ic provifi, eligi ac nomina eorundem Mi-^ 
litum Civium & Burgenfium fie eligendorum in qui- 
bufdam Indenturis inter te & illos, qui hujufixiodi 
de£tioni interfuerint, inde conficiendis, licet hujuf- 
modi elimidi praefentes vd abfentes fuerint, inieii 
eofqut ad diAos diem.& locum venire fadM« Itf 

quod 
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quod iidem Milites plenam & fufEcientem poteftatem 
pro ft ic Communitate Comitatus praedicti & di£fi 
Gives ^ Burg0»fe$ pro fe isf Communitatibus Civitatum 
{5f Burgorum pradi£iorum divijhn ab ipfis habeant ad 
faciend. & confentiend. hiis, quae tunc ibidem de 
communi confilio i\Q\ regni noftri, favente domino, 
ordinari contigerit fuper ne^ociis antediAis. Ita 
quod pro defe&u poteftatis hujufmodi feu propter im- 
providam eleAionem Mtlitum. Civium aut Burgen* 
ium praedidorum dida negoda infeda non rema* 
neaot quovis modo. Nolumus autem, quod tu feu 
afiquis alius Vicecomes. regni noftri pnediSi aliquali- 
ter fit cjedlus & eleAionem tuam in pleno Comitatit 
tuo fafiam diftindle & aperte fub figiUo tuo & figiUis 
eorum, qui eleAioni illi interfuerint, nobis in Can- 
cellaria noftra ad didos diem & locum certifices in- 
dilate, Remittens nobis alteram partem Indentura- 
mm prasdiSarum praefentibus confutam, una cum 
hoc Brevi. Tefte meipfo apudWeftmonaA. Vice- 
iimo fexco die Septembris, Anno Regni noftri fe- 
cundOft 

WKOTEHAM. 

Dorfo. Ego Elias de la Mare^ VicecomeSy vobisjigni" 
faoy quod Breve iftud in omnibus executus 
Aim fecundum tenorem & efFedum ejuf- 
dem, prmt in altera parte Indenturarum inde 
€mfe£larum & in quadam cedtda buic Brevi 
confuta pUmiis continetun 



"W'TJEC Indentura fada apud Wilton in plend 
J^jL Comitatu Wilts, tento die Martis proximo 
ant^eftum Omnium Sanctorum, Anno Regni Re- 
gis Henrici quinti poft Conqueftum fecundo inter 
Eliam de la Mare Vicecomitem Comitatus praedicti 
ex parte una, & Willielmum Danneens, Jonannem 
atte Borwe, Willielmum Befiles, Robertum Erie, 
Nicholaum Lye, Robertum Afshelegh, Thomam 
Martyn, Johannem Wichford, Laur. Gowayn, 
Thomam Godefray, Johannem Brid, Johannem 
Bengerj^ Johannem Byngham, Johannem Niweton, 
Henr. Stauley, Johanx^em Perbam, Rogerum Ale- 

wyne. 
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wviM, JohsMncitt Hafdy, Thomatt Hst, Thomani 
Vellard, Johannetti Bilffndon, Rogtntm Wodman, 
Johannem Goof, Thomam Shawe, Thomam Stab- 
bcre, Ricdrdum Hoke, Jacobum Ffemyiigby, Gal- 
fndum Cowebrigge, Wrliielmufnf Dependeh, & Jo- 
harmetn Warham ex parte altera, teftatur quotf pVae- 
dictus WiHielmus Danngeqs & omnes alii iiiperius 
riominati ad diem & looitA fifpradictos exi(!ehks, 
Sc per pnedictum Viceebmitem VHrrute BHvi^ Do- 
fliini Regis eidem Viceedmitr' dir^cti 8c huicliMenfo. 
tst confuti fingulariter exsminatr dcsgeront WtfJfel- 
muifr EAtirmy Chivaler, & Thoraam Bonham Mn- 
Ates pro Comtminitate Cotnitams praedicti,' ie fiiriw 
liter elegefunt Walterum Shirle & Johannem Becket! 
Gives pro Cbmtnunitate Givitatis Novab Sarum, 
Johannem Harlefion & Johannem Whithorn Bur- 
genres pro Comniunitate Buret de Wilton, Willie}, 
mum Covyntre & Thoiham Uovyntre Burgenfes pro 
GomYnunitate Burgi de Devyfes, Thomaxrt Hiwey 
& Johannem Goore Burgenfes pro Goiilmunltatef 
Burgi de Malmefbury, Johannem Brid & Th<>main' 
Hatheway Burgenfes pro Communitate Burgi de 
Marleborgh, Robertum Salman & Robertum Roude 
Bufgenfes pro Communitate Burgi de Galne in Go» 
mitatu praedicto, ad omnia & fingufai juxta tenorem 
pra^ictl Brevis in Parliamento dieto- Domini Regis 
apud Weftmonaft. die Lunae prosrihlo poA Octavas 
Sancti Martini proximo nituras, affign. &? ordinat. 
cum aliis communicand; traetand. faciend.- fimiliter 
& terminand. prout dictum Breve exigit & requirit. 
In cujus rei t'eftimohiuih, uni pM, iftius' Indentune 
penes pnedictum Vicecomitem reman^nti.praedictus 
Willieluflus & onfines alii fuperius nomin^ti (igiila 6A 
appofuerunt ; Alteri vero parti gufdem Jtndenturse 
penes praedictum Willielmum & octihes alios fiiperbs* 
nominatos refidenti, praedictus Vicecomes fi^Iunir 
fuum appofuit. Dat. dtej loco & aniioTupratfictis: 



»i 
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f^omi/ia Miiitum, Chium & Burgenfiu/ji 
Cvfiitalus WiltSi EleBorum ad Parlia^ 
mentum Domini Regis apud Wefimont^^ 
die Luna proximo poft 0£lavas San£ii 
Martini^ Anno Kegni Regis Henrici 
quintipoji CovqueJlumJ'ecundo, 

MAnucaptores Williel-'l 

titiius Militum elecii pro fe i ^S", ■^"'™'' 



pr'edicti ad Pari i a men I urn J " 
pricdiccinn. J 

M;.nucaptores ThomK"] 
Bonham alrerius Mititum {yehannts Dfnyait 
electiad Parliameniumpra-f jWAWnfc Gory, 
.dictum, J 

]\Ianuc3plores Walter! T 
Shirle unius Civium Civica- [yehan, Durtitfard\ 
tis prxdicfX electi ad Parlia- \jahan. Ctfcsmbe. 
mentujii prjtJic 



Manucaptorcs JohannisT 
' ' ' " '^- ■ neiuf- K^ 



J 



Beckotalcerius Civium ejuf- {Tf^iilhlm. Danyng, 
dem Civitatis electi ad Par- \lViUUlmUs SUgg*. 
liamcntum pnedicium, J 

Manucaptorcs Johannis t 
Hariefton utiius Burgcnf. [johaHnes PtrJhore>. - 
cjiirdem Burgi cletti ad Par- \jeh<mnis Richman, 
liamentum ■iiaedictum. J 

Manucaptorcs Johannia t 
Whithorn alterius Burncnf. [Rievrdns Lamprty, 
ejufderei Burgi elecii adPar- ^ythannti Digon. 
liamentutn prxdictum. J 

Manucaptorcs Wil!iclini"j 
Covynire unius Burgenfium [jehamtt Pfixri. 
ejufdem Burgi electi ad Par- [*f^nnu Ritbrntm. 
liamentumprKdictom. J 

Manucaptores Thoma; T 
Covynire atterius Bui^enf. [if^llielinut Neck. 
ejufdem Burgi elecii ad Par- \HtttrUns Larniyn, 
Jiamemum prsedicium. j 

^ C Malmjbury, 



34^ 



Retorn. 
Pari. 2. 
Hen. 5. 
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M?.nucaptores Thpmacj 
Hiwoyunius Burgcnf. ^uf- iNichilaus Penpas. 
dem Bargi decti ad Parlia- [fflUielinus Palmer, 
mentviqfi prsdictum. J 

Manucaptores Johannis ^ 
Goare alterius Burgcnf. [Ricardus Felice. 
ejufdem Burgi clecti ad par- \WtlUilm. Rohardes, 
liamentum praedictum. J 



-5i 

^0 






" Manucaptorcs Johannis "j 
find unius Burgenf. quf- yRicatdus Hejhfvu 
dem Burgi decti ad Parlia- yjobannes Bide, 
g"! mentum,|>raxlictum, J 

Manucaptorcs Thomae"^ 
Hathew^y alterius Burgcnf. iyohann. Shirwoie^ 
ejuHem Burgi clecti ad Par- ifflUie/mi^H^aruer, 
liamentum praedictum* J 



.§^ 



" Manucaptorcs Robert! "J 
Salman unius Burgenf. ejuf- iRoherttts Grene 
dem Burgi clecti ad Parlia- \Robert»u Larj^. 
inentum praedictum. J 

«5 Manucaptorcs Roberti "J 
^ Roude alterius Burgenf. [milielmus Stokh. 
ejufdem Burgi clecti ad Par- X Johannes Darnel. 

^li^mcntiim praedictum. J 

•■i 

The Sberiffy notwithjlanding he fays in that part ef 
the Return before the Indenture^ That he had in all 
things executed the f/^rit according to the Tenor and Ef 
fe£i thereof^ yet returned only two Citi fens for New aa- 
rum, and Burgejfes for only five Burghs : having omit^ 
ted nine of the prefent Burghs y viz. Downton, Hin- 
don, Weftbury, Hcit(bury, Chippenham, Criqke- 
lade, Bed win, Lutgerlhal, OW Sarum/^wrfWoot- 
ton-Baflet ; and the Citifens and Burgejfes fent to this 
Parlement were chofen by the fame PerfonSj that chofe 
the Knights of the Shire. 

The Return for D6von(hire f§r thefamt Parlement 
was without Indenture ^ only the Names of the Knights^ 
Citifens an4 Burg^is^ with their Munucaptmres or 
Sureties^ were returned. Andthetti mtw Cidfem only for 

Exon, 
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tlxoii, and BurgeJJesJ'or five Burghs^ Plympton^ Tot- 
tones, Tavyftok, Barnftaple, and Dertmovith ; and 
then the Return ii clofed with ihefe ivordiy Et non funt 
plures Civitates, feu Burgi infra Comitatum prje- 
diftum. The Shert^ having omtiied fix oftheprefent 
Burghs^ vi^. PIvmouth, Okehampton^ Honiton^ 
A(hburton> Berafftbn, and Tiverton; 



Iri JE^ univerfis & fihgulis Vicecoraitibiis, Ma- Pat; 3. 
I\^ joribu«, Batlivis, Conflabulaiiis, Miniftris H.4,p.2» 
oTaliis fideiibus fuis tain infra libertates quam extra M. 23. 
ad quos, &c. Saluteni; Sciatis, iquod cum fecun- N# 16; 
dum cgnfuetudinefn in regno noftro Angliae hadlenus 
obtentach & approbatam, hcixiines de antiqiio do- 
minico Coronas Angliae quieti {int & efle debeant a 
praeftatidnei Theolonei per totuili regnum Angliae; 
Vobis mandamus, qudd homines de Manerio de Aif- 
bertone, quod deantiquo Dominico Coronae Anglisc 
exiftit, ficut per quandam Certilicationem per The- 
iaurarivm & Camerarios Domini Ricardi nuper Re- 
gis Angliae fecuhdi ^oft conqueftym in Cancellariunl 
iuam de Mandato i|:t(ius nuper Regis miflam, & in 
fllaciis Cancellariae gufdem' nuper Regis refidenteni 
p!en^ liquet, dehujufmodi praeftatione Theolonei vo- 
bis praeftanda quietos efie permrttatis, juxta confuetu- 
dinem fupradidam. In cujus, &c. Tefte Reg6 
apud Wcfttadnaft. vieefimo fexto i\t Aprilisi 

Note this then a Town in Antiint Defiteafn^ and n& 
Surghj yet in 26 E^ i. and S Hen^ 5. it/eht Mem^ 
hers to Parlitnent. 



M ' l i ■^■^■it— h— ifcMh* 
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London k by In/pextmus, Tempore Hen. i* 

Hen. 2I Rie. i. 

REX omnibus ^d ouos, &c. faluteW. In- p^^^ ^ g,^ 
fpeximus tenofem Cartee Domini * Heririci 4. p. q, 
quondam Regis AngKat Progenitoris noftri fa£lam in m. 2*3. 
hsto, verba. HenricusDei gratia Rex Angliae Archi- * Hen« i. 

C a cpifcopo N, *;. 
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epifcopo Cantuarienfi, & Epifcopis, & Abbatibus, & 
Comitibus, & Baronibus, & Jufticiariis, & Vice- 
comitibus k jomnibus fidelibus fuis Francis & AngFi- 
CIS totius Angliae, Saluten}. Sciatis me conceflifle 
Civibus meis Londoniae Temndum Middlefexiam dd 
. firmam pro trecentis libris ad computum ipfis & hse- 
redibus fuis de me & haeredibus meis. Ita quod ipfi 
Gives ponent Vicccomitem qualem voluerint de feipGs 
& Jufticiarium quencunque vel qualem voluerint de 
feipfis ad cuf^odienda placita Coronx meae, & ad ea- 
dem placitanda, & nullus alius erit Jufticiarius fuper 
ipfos homines Londoniae, & Gives non placitabunt 
* extra muros Givitatis pro ullo placito, & fint quieti 

de {a) Schoty & de {b) Loth, & de {c) Dqnefteld, & 
de (d) Murdro & nullus eorum facia(4)elluni, & Cquis 
Civium de placitis Coronas implacitatus fuerit per 
(t) Shall ^^j Sacramevtum quod judidatum fuerit in Civitate fe 

h*"?^ifK ^^fi^^^o^^* ^^0^0 London, & infra muros Givitatis nul- 
iroicltby j^g ^^ hofpitetur, neque de mea^familia mque dc 

alia vi alicui hofpitium liberatur. £t omnes homines 
Londoniae (int quieti & liberi, & omnes eorum res 
per totam Angliam & per por{us maris de Theoloneo 
& Paflagio & Leftagio & omnibus aliis confuerudini- 
bus, & Ecclefiae & Barones {g) ic Gives habeam& 

teneant 

Scot and (^) (^) Scst and Lot, Publick Impofixions or Con- 

lotwhztf tribution. 

Dauegeld (^ ) DanegeU. See Notes iipdn the Charter of Tar- 

what I moutK 

Murder (^) Murdrum, fignifies not .only the Crime, but the 

what ? Muldl or Pecuniary Puniihment for that .Criine. So that 
to be free from Murder, was, that the place where the 
Murder was committed, and the Murtherer fled, fhonld 
not be Fined or Amercied for not producing of him. 
See Leg, Ed. Con/, c^ 15. GuL i. r. 26. 46 Hem* 1. 

Wo Stran- f^j ^o Stranger in thefe times was lodged, or had his 
gcr to be abode in the City, unlefs placed by the Kings Madhal, 
K ^r*- ^" ^^ ^y ^^® Guardian, or Alderman of the Ward or Li- 
the City berty, and for his being fo lodged or placed; he gave to 
oxLondon, liimor his Servant Cuftom, j. e. Money, as below. 

* (sJ Barons. The Citifens or Men of London, who 

Barons of for the Dignity of the City, and An tient Liberties of th 
London Citifens, were wont to be called Barons, ^osprofie 

Civitati*' 
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teneant bene & in pace (A) Socas fuas cum omnibus 
confuetudinibus. Itaquod hofpites qui in Sokis hof. 
pitabuntur nuili dent confuetudines, nifi illi cujus 
(t) Soka fueiit vel miniftro fuo quern ibi pofuerit, & 
{jomo Londoniae non judicetur in mifericordia pe- 
cuniae nifi ad fa (^) JVerej fcilicet ad centnm Solidos, 

dico 



Ci^itatis Digniieitimi ts? Civium ^antiquam Libert at em 
Bar ones tonfue<vimui appellare^ Paris in^. Z>,I253. The ' 

fame Author in ^» i>. I2c8. Londinum deftiuati coti'vo' 
caverunt tatius Ci*vitatis Ci'i/es qttos Barones *vocant, be- Paris m\{» 
ing feot to London they called together the Citi/ens of the taken in 
whole Ciiyt which they call Barons. But for the latter his Rea- 
part of the Reafon which the Monk gives, ivhy they were fon, why 
tailed BaronSt it was only his Fancy :' For Baron was a Londoners 
Norman or French word, and came in ufe here after the were cal^. 
Conqueft ; fo that the Citifens could not have that Ap- led Ba- 
pellation for any antient Liberties they enjo]^, for it rons. 
was then but 187 years fmce the Conqued, which was The Citi- 
not rime enough to make them Antient, according to the fens and 
meaning of the word in fuch Cafes. And further, the Inhabi- 
Qitijkns of Tork and Chejier^ the Burgejfes of IVarmick^ tants of 
and of other famous Cities and Toivns that were Endonjued Torkf 
with lar^e and Royal Pri*vileges^ ' were called Barons, yet Chefter 
t\iC Citifens OT Burgejfest ox Inhabitants of any ofthefe, and ff^ar^ 
or other places, were not fo termed in Dome/aay-Day^ ivicJk were 
nor had they then any extraordinary Liberties : There- called Ba- 
fore fince the making of that Book they muil have that rons. 
Title, and that for the great Prii/iAy^j and Immunities *In*verbo. 
granted by the King, and not otherwife ; perhaps for What the 
fome iignal Service done him, as "Sir Henry Spelman Barons of 
• truly informs us. But the word B^rones in this Char- Loadon 
ter feems to mean the better fort of Citifens, that is, the were. 
Guardians or Aldermen of the Wards ; for the words are, The Citi* 
Et Barones, IS Ci'vest which put a pijlin^ion between fens of 
the greater and ordinary Citifens. Nor was this Appel- Orleans. 
lation ufcd here in England only ^ for the Citi/ens of Or- and Bour^ 
leansy and Bourges in France^ are fo called. ges in 

(h) Their Liberties or War4s^ with all -Cufloms or France 
Payments. were cal- 

(i) Except to the Guardian^ or aa now, the Alderman led Ba- 
of the Ward, or his Servant. rons. 

(k) A Citifen of London fhall not be Amereied beyond The Price . 
his Were, that is, the price of hi& Hfa(lf ox Life ^ which of a Citi- 
was 100 Shillings. fens life. 

C 3 W' 



\ 



38 7*# A P P E N D I X.^ 

dico de placito quod ad pecuniatn pertineat, &^m7 
plius non fit (//Mefkenninge in (m) Huftengo ne- 

?uc in (n) Folkefmot, neque in aijis ptaptis infra 
/ivitatem, & Huftengum fedeat femel \n Ebdomada, 
(0)Pawns. videlicet, die Luns, & terras & (d^vadimonia &de-. 
bita Civibus meis haberp faciam infra CivitaCum & 
extra, & de terris de quibus ad me damaverint reftum 
ei$ tenebo lege Civitatis. £t fiquis theoloneum vel 
coni'uetudinem a Civibus meis Londonise ceperir, 
iCives Londoniae capiant de Bv^rgo vel de Villa ubi 
theoloneunn vel Cohfuetudo capta fuerint quantum 
homo Londoniae pro theoloneo dedit, & proinde de 
dampno receperit, & omnes debitores qui Civibus 
London debita debent eis Feddint in Londonia vel in 
]Lrondoni^ fe difrationent quod non debent, quod ^ 
' feddere holuerint, neque quod non debent ad difra- 
tionandum venire, tunc Cives Londoniae qufbus de- 
bita fua debentur capiant namia fua in Civitate Loq-* 
donde Burgo vel Villa vel de Comitatu in quo manet 
qui debitum debet. £t Cive^ Lopdoaiac h^beant 

Mijken' (I) Mefienninge from the Saxon C^nnttlgt or tftnoOQ* 

ninge citare^ ijo^arg^ and mis^ or iix French «##, tiude. So 

what ? Mejkenningi was, when one Man falfly or luiduly pro- 
* Co}. fecuted another, or as • Brompton hath it, Myjktnningt 
957.n.io. i. e. Variatio loqutl^ ia Curia, a Variation of the i^/M 

in Court ; that is, when a Man chaitga ^u^ leaves his 

firfl Plea^ and takes up another. 
Huftengs (m) Huftengus or Hufieugum^ either from )^Uj^ a Hoqfe. 
what? and CtajJ, or Thing Cati/nt a Hou/e where Cau/es wer« 

iryed. Or from the Saxon word ^^pjjflf, or^phftj, 5«- 

mu^ettgs p^,^^^^ Higheil, and OTjimg, Judicium, a Court or 

no appro- jy^jgnjent according to Mr. Somner ; fo that Huftiug fi- 

priate lo gjjjggg j^ this fenfe the Supreme Ccun of the City of Leu- 

«». 2(>«, as in truth it is. But the Name was not appropriated 

to the Chief Court in Loudon only, for Wtncbefter^ Lin^ 

cola, York, iht Five-ForiSp 9iXid the J/lij oi Shipwey h^y% 

their HuJIings* 
Foklmo^ (n) Folkefmot, from Jo{(, People, px as they are 

what ? often called Folke, and IBote, ' a Meeting or Coaveatioa, 

A Convention and Court of the People, which \b Shirts 

and Counties was, and now is, the Sheriffs Tum^ and ip 

Cities and Burghs may be called t^e Burgh-Mote, or 

^hfriffs-Com-t* 

(p) fog^iionia 
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(p) fugationes fuas ad fugandum ficut melius & pie- (^/^ Their 
nius habuerunt Anteceilbres eorum, fcilicet, in Chil- Huntings* 
tre & Middlefexe & Surreie. Teftibus Epifcopo 
Wintonienfi, & Roberto filio Richier & Hugone 
Bigot & Alnero de Toteneis & Willielmo de alba 
Spina & Huberto Regis Camerario & WiUielmo de 
Mountfichet & Haugulfo de Taney & Johanne BeL- 
let & Roberto filio Siwardi apud Weftmonafterium. 

7'/j£re is the fame Charter by Inrpeximus in i Hen. 4. • 

25 Maii. 



INfpexjmus infuper cartam Domini Henrici Se-t ^^»» 2. 
cundi quondam Regis Angliae Progenitoris noflri 
faftam in haec verba. Henricus Rex Angliae, & Dux 
Normanniie ^ Jquitania &f Comes Andegavia Archi- 
epifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbatibus, Comitibus, BarO'^ 
nibds, Jufticiariis, Vicecomitibus, Miniftris & om- 
nibus fidelibus fuis Francis & Anglis totius Angliasj 
Salutem. Sciatis me conceffifle Civibus meis Loiv» 
doniae quod nullus eorum placitet extra miiros Civi* 
tatis Lundoniae de uHo placito praeter placita de tenu- 
ris exterioribus (exceptis («) Monetariis & Miniftris (zi) Which 
meis.) Conceffi etiam eis quietanciam Murdri infra were re- 
urbem & in * (h) Portfoka, & quod nulJus eorum^ fcrvcd to 
faciat duelfum, & quod de placitis ad Coronam per- his own 
tinentlbus fe poflint (rj difrationare fecundum anti- Court, 
quam confuetuciinem Civitatis* praediftae, & quod * ^^® 
infra muros Civitatis nemo capiet hofpitium per vim K-^^nk^** 
vel per liberationem Marefcalli. Hoc etiam eis con- '*^"Char- 
ceffi, quod omnes Gives Lundoniae ftnt quieti de V] y j 
Theoloneo & Leftagio per totam Angliam & per por- q^^xx 
tus maris, & quod nuUus de [d) mifericordia pe- Hco.* i. 
cuniae judicetur nifi fecundum legem Civitatis quam (d) Vidt 
bahuerunt tempore Regis Henrici Avi mei, & quod Qart, 
in Civitate in nullo placito fit Meflcenninga, & quod Hca. i. 
Huftingum feme) tantum in ebdomada teneatur; & 
quod terras fiias & tenuras h vadixnonia ^ omnia de-- 



(h) Jl^rtfbift^. th« 0xtent «f their Jt$ri/dimiin or Li- Port/oka. 
kertj from the the Qatf^s of the City. what I 

C 4 bita 
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bita jufie habeant quicunque eis debeat. £t de toris 
fuis & tenuris quas infra urbem funt rectum cis tc- 
peatiir fecundum confuetudinem Civitatis, & cteom^i 
tiibus debitis Aiis quse accommodata fuerint apud 
Londoniam, ^ de vadimoniis ibidem faAis pbdta 
apud Lundoniam teneantur* £t fi quis in tola 
Anglia Theoloneum vel confuetudinem ab bomioibus 
]L»undoniae ceperit, poAquam ipfe a rtSto defecerit, 
Vicecomes Lundoniae Namium inde apud Lundoniam 
capiat, Concedo etiam eis, quod habeant fugatiooes 
fuas ubicunque eas habuerunt tempore Regis Henrid 
Avi mei. Infuper etiam ad emendationem Civltatis 
eis concefl) quod omnes (int quieti de (<) BridtoI,~ & 
de (f) Childwite, & de [g) Jerefgieue, & de {h) 
Scotale, ita ouod Vicecon^^es noiler Lundoni^ velali^ 
quis alius Ballivus Scotale non faciat. Has praedidas 
confuetudines eis concedo, & omn^ alias libertates 
& liber^s confuetudines quas habuerunt tempore Re- 
gis Henrici Avi mei quando mcliores vel Uberiores 
habuerunt, Quare volo & iirmiter prascipio, quod 
ipfi & haeredes eorum hsec omnia prp^dida haereditarie 
habeant & teneant de me & de meis haeredibus, 
Teftibus T Archiepifcopo CantuarienQ 

R Epifcopo Londinenfi Ph Epifcopo 

Baiocenfi, Krn Epifcopo Loxovienfi, 

T Cancellario, R de novo Burgo 

R de Sanfto Walrico R de Wa- 

renna Walth Maminot Ricardo de Lucy 

Guar filio Geroldi Ma Bifed Log 

de Ballplioj^ apud Weftmonafleriuir^. 



BridioL 
Childijuitt 
and Leir* 
nvite 
what ? 

Jere/gitue 
or Gere/' 
gieue 
what ? 

Scotale 
what ? 



(e) 25i(DtOi, that is, Bridge-Toll, Money paid for 
paffing over a Bridge. 

(f) The fame with SlCTTtoite, Money paid, or a punifh-r 
meat for corrupting a Bond-Maid. 



(g) Jere/giiue, or Gerefgieue, the faipe ^hat Cerefima^ 
2L Bribe or Reward given to the Kings or other Officers, 
for Connivence, and being favourable in their Office, 

flfj&ttii^lf. Seethe noees upqn fTaiingfhr^^bsattr, 
Letter (aj» 
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INrpeximus etiam Cartam Domini Ricardi primi Ric. i» 
quondam Regis Anglise Progenitoris noftri fadam 
in haec ti^erba." Ricardus Dei Gratia Ri^x Anglix, Dfix 
Normannta^ AquHania Comes Andegavta^ Archiepif- 
copis, Epifcopis, 'Abbatibus, Comitibus, Baroni- 
Ihis, Jufticiariis, Vicecomitibus, Miniftris, & om- 
nrbus fidelibus fuis Francis & An^lis totius Angliae, 
Salutem. Sciatis nos conceffiHe Civibus noftris I^n- 
doniae, quod nullus eorum pladtet extra muros Civi- 
tatis Londoniae de uUo placito praster placita de tenu- 
ris exterioribus (exccptis Monetariis & Miniftris nof- 
tris.) Conccffimus etiam eis quietanciam Murdri in- 
fra urbem & in Portfoka, & quod nullus eorum fa- 
ciat dueilum, & quod de placi^is ad Coronam perti- 
nentibus fe poflint * difirationare fecundum antiquam • Vid, 
confuetudinem Civitatis, & quod infra muros Civi- Charcam. 
tates nemo capiat hofpitium per vim vel per libei atio- Hen. i. 
nem Marefcalli. Hoc etiam eis concefTimus quod 
omnes Gives Londonix (int quieti de Theoloneo & 
Leftagio per totam Angliam & per portus maris, & 
quod nullus de mifericordia pecuniae judicetur nifi k* 
cundum legem Civitatis quam habuerunt tempore 
Regis Henrici Avi Henrici Patris noftri. Et quod in 
Civitate in nullo placito fit Vefkenninga, & Huftin- 
gum femel tantum in ebdomada teneatur, & quod 
terras fuas & tenuras, & vadimonia & debita omnia 
jufte habeant quicunque eis debeat, & de terris fuis & 
tenuris quae infra urbem funt reiftum eis teneatur fe- 
cundum confuetudinem Civitatis, & de omnibus de- 
bitis fuis quae accommodata fuerint apud Londoniam 
teneantur. Et fiquis in tota Anglia Theoloneum vel 
confuetudinem ab horoinibus Londoniae ceperii poft- 
quam ipfe a reflo defecerit, Vicecomes Londoniae 
namlum inde apud Londoniam capiat. Concedimus 
etiam eis quod habeant fugationes fuas ubicunque eas 
habuerunt tempore Regis Henrici Avi Henrici Patris 
noftri. Infuper etiam ad emendationem Civitatis eis 
conceftimus, quod omnes fint quieti de Bridtol, & 
de Childwite, & de Jerefgieue, & de Scotale, ita 
quod Vicecomes nofter Londonise vel aliquis alius 
Baliivus Scothale non faciat. Has pra^didas con- 
fuetudines eis concedimus & omnes alias libertates & 
liberas confuetudines quas habuerunt tempore Regis 
jfjenrici Avi Henrici Patris noftri quando meliores vel 

2 liberiores 
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liberiores habuerunt. Qiiare volumus & firmiter 
praccipimus, quod ipfi & hxredes eorum hsec omnia 
pnedi6hi hsreditarie habeant & teneant de nobis & 
haeredibus noftris. Teftibus Hubert© Cantuarienfi 
Archiepifcopo, Ricardo Londinenfi, ' Hugone Du- 
ndmenfi, Gilebcrto Roffenfi; Hugone Lincolnienii 
Epifcopls, Ran Comite Ceftriae, Ricardo 

Comitc dc Clare, Willlclmo Marefaallo, Rogero 
Bigot, Guafrido filio Petri, Hugone Bardolfe, Wil- 
Jielmo Briewer, Willielmo de Warenna. Data per 
manum WilKelmi Elienfis Epifcopi Cancellarii noftri 
apu^ VVintoniam Vicefimo fecundo die Aprilis, An- 
no Regni noftri quinto. 



Rie. 1. TNfpeximusinfuDer quandam aliam cartam ejufdem 
Chart. 2. J^' Domini Regis Progenitoris noftri faotam in haec 
verba. Ricardus Dei Gratia Rex Angliae, Dux Nor- 
ntanniis^ jiquitannia^ & Comes Andegavia, Archiepif- 
copis, Epiicopis, Abbatibus, Comitibus, Baronibus, 
Jufticiariis, Vicecomitibus, Senefcallis, Caftellanis, 
Conftabulariis, Ballivis, Miniftris & omnibus fideli- 
bus fuis, Salutem. Noverit Univerjitas yeftra nos 
pro Salute animas noftrae & pro Salute animas Hen- 
rrci Regis Patris noftri, & animarum anteceflbrum 
noftrorum, necnon & pro communi utilitate Civitatis 
noftrae Londoniae, & totius Regni noftri conceffifie, 
& firmiter praecepifle, ut omnes Kidelii qui funt in 
Thamifia amoveantur ubicunque fuerint in Tamifia ; 
& ne cle caerero Kidelii alicubi ponantur in Tamifia. 
Quietum etiam clamavimut omne id quod Cuftodes 
Turris noftra? Londoniae annuatim percipere folebant 
de pratditSis Kidellis. Quare volumus & firmiter 
pra?cipimus, ne aliquis Cuftos praefatae Turris aliquo 
tempore poft hoc aliquid exigat ab aliquo, nee ali- 
quam demandam aut gravamen five moleftiam alieui 
inferat occafione prasdiftorum Kidellorum. Satis 
enim nobis conftat, & per venerabilem Patrem nof- 
trum Hubertum Cantuarienfem Archicpifcopum & 
per alios fideles noftros nobis fufficientur datum eft 
intelligi, quod maximum detrimentum & incommo* 
dum praedi£tae Civitati noftrae Londoniae, nee noh & 
toti regno noftro occafione Kidellonim iUorucn pro- 

veniebat. 
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veniebat, quod ut firmam & ftaWle pcrfeverct impcr- jj^qj-juj, 
petuum pra^fentis pagtna? infcriptione & figiUi noftri * 

appofitione com muni vimus, HJ$ Teftibus Huberto 
Cantuarienfi ArcbiQpifcopo, Johannc Comite Mori-. 
tonise, Ran Comite Ceftriae, Roberto Co- 

mite l.eiceftria, WiUidmo Comite Arundel, Co- 
mite Wiilielmo Marefcalio, Wiilielaio de San<^aB 
Mariae £ccl^fiai Petro filio Hereberti, Maithaco fra- 
tre fuQ, Sym de Kyma, Seherio de Quin- 

cep. Data per maaum Magiftri Euftachii Sarum 
Decani Vices Cancellarii tunc agentis apud Infulam 
* Andeliacam dccimo quarto die Julii, Regni noftri * Ifle of 
Anno odtavo. Jn^ely in 

Nwman-' 

^- 



'immt^i^m'mmmmmmimmni^ 



London, i Johannis. 

Johannes Dei Gratia, &c. Archiepifcopis, &c.. Cart. Aa- 
Sciatis. Nos conceQi^Q Civibus noilris London- tiq. 
iae, quod nullus eorum placitet extra muros Civitatis C. n. 26. 
Londoniae de nullo placito praster placue de tenuris N.. 18. 
exterioribus, exceptis Monetariis.^ Mini(lris noQris* 
Conceffimus etiam eis quietanciam murdri infra ur- 
bem & in Portfocha, & quod nullus eorum faciat 
duellum, & quod de placitis ad coronam pertinenti- 
bus fe pofTmt difratlonare fi^cqndum antiquam con- 
fuetudinem Civitatis, & quod infra iiiuro$ Civitatis 
jneque in Portfocha rienv;) capiat hqfpitium per vim 
vel per liberationem Marefcalli. Hoq^iam conceffi- 
mus quod omnes Gives Londoniae fint quieti de The- 
]oneo & Le&agio & omni alia confuetudine per om- 
nes terns noftras citra mare & ultfa & quod nullus 
de mifericordia pecuniae judicetur nifi fecundum kg^m 
Civitatis quam habuerunt tempore Regi^ Hcnrici Avi 
Henrici Patris noftri. £t quod in Civitate in nuilo 
placito fit Mefkenninga, & quod Hudis^a femcl tan** 
turn in ebdomada teneatur & quod terras fuas & te- 
nuras & vadimonia & debita omnia juOe habeant 
quicunque eis debeant. Et de terris luis & tenuris 
quae infra urbem funt eis redlum teneatur fecundum 
confuetudinem Civitatis, & de omnibus debitis fuis 
quae accoQimodata fuertint apud Londoniam & de 

vad 
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vadimoniis ibidem faAis'pIacita apud Londoniam 
teneantur. Et fiquis in aliquam terrarum noArarum 
citra mare vel ultra five in portubus maris citra vel 
ultra Theloneum vel aliquam aliam confuetudinem 
ab hominibus London ceperit poftquam ipfe a redo 
defecerit Vicecomites London Namium inde apud 
London capiant. Conceffimus etiam eis quod ha- 
beant fiigationes fuas ubicuhque eas habuerunt tem- 
pore Regis Henrici Avi Henrici Patris noAri. In- 
fuper etiam ad emendationem Civitatis eis conceffi- 
mus quod omnes (int quieti de Bridtol & de Childwite 
•The gj % Jerefleue & de Scotale, ita quod Vicecomes 
ttme with nofter Londoniae nee aliquis alius Ballivus Scotale 
i^w^l* non faciat. Has praediflas confuetudines eis concef- 
U f V ^'""^ ^ omnes alias libertates & liberas confuetudines 
C^u ^"^^ habuerunt tempore Henrici Regis Avi Patris 
noftri quando meiiores & liberiores habuerunt. 
Quare volumus & firmiter praecipimus quod ipfi & 
haeredes eorum hxc omnia prasdidla haereditarie & 
integre habent & teneant de nobis & baeredibus nof- 
tris. Teftibus Huberto Cantuariend Archiepifcopo 
Cancellario noftro. W. Londoniae Epifco- 

po, &c. Data per manum praedidli Huberti Can- 
tuarienfis Archiepifcopi Cancellarii noflri apud Sor- 
ham decimo Septimo die Junii, Anno Regni noftri 
primo. 

The Citifens of London gave 3000 Marks for the 

Confirmation of their Lil^rties by this Charter, as 

• I Joban- appears by the * Oblata Roll of this yeary and it was 

nis, M. left in the Hands ^/'Geofry Fitz-Peter until they paid 

^* the Money. 

Cives London dant Domini Regi tria Millia Mar- 
cariim pro habenda confirmatione Domini Regis de 
Libertatibus fuis in Carta, & liberabitur Galfridofilio 
Petri per (ic. Quod fi ilia tria millia Marcarum vo- 
Junt dare fuam Cartam habebynt, fin autem upn^^.^ 
Cartam non habebunt. 



Wittton 
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Wtnton. I Ric. i. 

RTcardus Dei Gratia iJ^xAngliae, !?«*• Norman- Cart, 
niae, &c. Archiepifcopis, Epifcopis, Abbati- Antiq, 
bus, Comitibus, Baronibus, Jufticiariis, Vicecomi- ^* "* 3^- 
tibus, Miniftris & omnibus Ballivis & fidelibus fuis ^' ■9- 
totius terrse fuse, Salutem. Sciatis nos conceflifle 
Civibus noftris Wintoniae de gilda Mercatoriay quod 
nulluseorum placitet extra muros Civitatis Wintonise 
de uilo placito praster placita de tenuris exterioribus^ 
exceptis Monetariis & Miniilris noftris. Concefli* 
mus etiam eis quod nullus eorum faciat duellum, & 
quod de placitis ad Coronam noftram pertinentibus fe 
poflint difrationare fecundum antiquam confuetudi- 
nem Civitatis. Haec etiam eis conceflimus quod om- 
nes Gives Wintoniae de Gilda Mercatoria (int quieti 
de Theloneo & Leftagio & Pontagio in feria & extra 
& per portus maris omnium terrarum noftrarum ciira 
mare & ultra, & quod nullus de Mifericordia pe- 
cuniae judicetur niii fecundum antiquam' legem Civi- 
tatis quam habuerunt tempore anteceflbrum noflro- 
rum, & quod terras & tenuras fuas & vadimonia & 
debita omnia juAe habbant quicunque eis debeat, & 
de terris fuls ic tenuris quae infra urbem funt redium 
eis teneatur fecundum confuetudinem Civitatis, & 
de omnibus debitis fuis quae accommodata fuerint 
apud Wintoniam & de vadimoniis ibidem fastis pla- 
cita apud Wintoniam teneantur, & fi quis in tota terra 
noftra Theloneum vel confiietudinem ab hominibus 
Wintoniae de Gilda Mercatoria ceperit, poft quam 
ipfe a redto defecerit Vicecomes de Southamton vel 
Praspofitus Wintoniae Namium inde apud Wintoniam 
capiat. Infuper etiam ad emendandam Civitatem 
eis conceflimus quod omnes fint quieti & de * Jeref- ♦ The 
giene & de Scottefhale ita quod (i Vicecomes noAer fame iiidi 
vel aliquis alius Hallivus Scdtthale faciat. Has prae- Gerefuma, 
diftas confuetudines eis concedimus & omnes alias ^^^ ^^^' 
libertates & liberas confuetudines quas habuerunt tern- i'^^fi''^ 
poribus Anteceflbrum noftrorum quando meliores vel Charter, 
liberiores habuerunt ; & fi aliquae confuetudines in- 
jufte levatae fuerunt in guerra caflatae fint, & quicun- 
que petierint Civitatem Wintoniae cum mercatu fuo 
de quocunque loco fmt^ five extranei five alii, venlant, 

morentur 
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morentur & rtcedant in Salva pace nofbra reddendo 
redas ,confuetudincs, & nemo eos difturbet fuper 
banc Cariam noflram. Quare volumus ic firmiter 
prxcipimus quod-ipfi & haredes eorum haec omnu 
praedicia hiereditarie hahiant & teneant de nobis & ha*- 
redibus noftris. Tcftibus Waltero Rothomagenfi Ar- 
chiepifcopo. R. Bathonienfi, H. 

Covcntrenfi Epifcopis, Bertram de Ver- 

dun, Johanne Marcfcallo, W. Marcfcalld. 

Data per manutn Johannis de Alcncon Archidiaconi 
In Nor- Lexoviae Vicecancellarii noftri apud ♦ Nunancurt 
landy. dccimo quarto die Martii, Anno pritno Regni no(hi. 



Lincoln, i vel 2 Ric. !• 

Cart. "I^ Icardus Dei Gratia Res^ jtngUaj Dux Norman^ 

.Antiq. J\. niit^ Jquitania^ Comes Andegaviae Archiepif- 
F. n. 16. copis, Epifcopis, Abbafibus, Comitibus, Baroni- 
N. 20. bus, Jufticiariis, Vicecomitibus, Minii^ris & omni- 
bus fideli bus fuis tarn Francis quam Anglis, Salutem. 
Sciatis nos conceffitTe Civibus noftris Lincolniae quod 
nullus eorum placitet extra Civitatem Lincolniae de 
aliquo placito prxter placita de tenuris exterioribus, 
exceptis Monetariis & miniftrrs noftris. Conceflimus 
ctiam quictanciam murdri infra Civitatem & in PorU 
« focha ic quod nullus eorum faciat duellum, & quod 
de placitis ad coronam pertinentibus fe poflint difra- 
tionare fecundum confuetudinem Civium Civitatis 
Lincolniae, & quod infra Civitatem illam nemo ca- 
piat hofpitium per vim vel per liberationem Marefcal- 
Ji. Hoc eriam eis conceflimus quod omnes Civcs 
Lincolniae fint quieti de Theloneo & Leftagio per 
totam Angli^m & per portus Maris, & quod nullus 
de Mifericordia pecuniae judicetur nifi fecundum le- 
gem quam habent Gives noftri Lundonije, & quod 
in Civitate ilia in nullo placito fit Mefkenninga, & 
The qyod * Burwaremot femel tantum in ebdoniada te- 
Burghor neatur; & quod terras & tenuras & vadia fua & de- 
folkmot, jjjjjj fy^ omnia iufte habeant quicunqua eis debeat, 

or Court tfi •/•••^ • - r \>' ' r 

of the In- tcnis fuis & tenuns quae infra Civitatem lunt 

* rcdtum eis teneatur fecundum confuetudinem Civita- 

3 tifi, 
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lis, & de omnibus debitis fuis quae accommodata fu* habitantt 
erint apud Lincolniam & de vadiis ibidem fastis pla- of the 
cita apud Lincolniam teneantur. Et fiquis in tota Burgh or 
Anglia Theoloneum vel confuetudinem ab hominibus City. 
Lincolniae ceperit poftquam ipfe a refto defeccrit, 
Pr^epojitus Lincolnias Namium apud Lincolniam ca- 
piat. Infoper etiam ad emendationem iilius Civitatis 
illis concefTimus quod fint quieti de Bridtol, & de 
Childwite & de Gcrefgiene & de Scothale, ita quod 
Prapojkus ncc alius Ballivus Scothalam faciat. Has 
praedidas confuetudines eis conceQlmus & omnes alias 
iibertates & liberas confuetudines quas Iiabuerunt vel 
habent Gives noftri Lundoniat quando meliores vel 
liberiores habuerupt fecundum Iibertates Lundoniae & 
leges Civitates Lincolniae. Quare volumus & firmi- 
ter pra^cipimus, quod ipji & haredes eorum hate om- 
nia praedida haheant ic teheant hcereditarie de nobis Sc 
haredibus nofiris reddendo per annum novies viginti 
Iibrasnumero de Lincolni^cum omnibus pertinentils 
ad Scaccarium noftrum duobus terminis, ad Pa-- 
fcham, Scilicet, & ad Feftum Sanfti Michaelis per 
manum Pntpojiti Lincolniae, Et Gives Lincolniae 
faciant Prapofitum quern voluerint de fe per annum 
qui fit idonems Nobis Sc eis. Teftibus his Huberta 
Cantuarienfi Archiepifcopo, Willielmo Marefcallo, 
Guafrido filio Petri, Hugone Bam Data 

per -manum Willielmi Elienfis Epifcopi Cancellarii 
noftri apud Winton. 

* 

William Longchamp Bijhep of Ely ^ was Chancellor 
of England before he was Confecrated Bijhop of that 
place. Anno Domini 1189. i Richar i. and was 
depofedfrom his Chancellorjhip Pi.T). 1191. So that 
this Charter was dated by- hinty either in the Firji^ or 
Secqnidyear of King Richard theFirJl. 



York. 1 yohannis. 

Johannes Dei Gratia, &c. Sciatis nos conceflifle Cart. 1. 

Civibus noftris de Eboraco omnes Iibertates it Johan. p. 

leges & confuetudines fuas ^nominatim G/V^tf/Ti fuam i* n. 75, 

MercatorUm ic Han/as fuas in Anglia, ic Norman- N. 2 1 . 



nia, 
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nia, & Leftagia fua per totam Coftam maris quieta 
ficutea unquam melius' &liberius habueruiit tempore 
Regis Henrid Avi patris noftri. Et volumus & iirmi- 
ter praeoipirous, quod praniiAas libertates & con- 
ftietudines habeant & teheant cum omnibus libertati- 
bus prsediAae Gildsefust & Hanfts fuis pertinentibus, 
ita bene & in pace libere & quiete (icut unquam me- 
lius liberius & quietius habuerunt & tenuerunt cem« 
pore praedidi Regis Henrici Aoi patris noftri, ficiit 
Carta ejufdem Patris noftri & Carta Regis Ricacdi 
finatris noftri rationabiliter teftantur. Pneterea Sciatis 
nos conceffifle & praefenti Carta oonfirmafle omnibus 
civibus noftris Eboraci quietanciam cujuflibet The- 
. ?[^!!!. Jon^N & '^ftagii, & ♦ Dewrec, & Pontagii, & Paf- 
'^'^ fagii & de trefpas & de omnibus Coftivis per totam 
Angliam & Normanniam, & Aquitaniam & Ande- 
gaviam & Pidaviam, & per omnes portus & Coftas 
maris Angliz & Normannias Aquitaniae Andegaviae. 
& PiAaviae. Quare volumus & firmher praecipimus' 
quod inde fint quieti, & pro hibemus ne quis fuper 
hoc difturbet fuper decern libras forisfafiurae, iicut 
Carta Ricardi Regis fratris noftri rationabiliter tefia^* 
tur. Teftibus G . Eboracenfi Archiepifco- 

po. Ph. Dunelmenfi' Epifcopo, Guafrido 

lilio Petri Comitis Eflex, &c. Data per manum 
S Wellenfis Archidiaconi & Johannis de 

Gray apud Eboracum Vicefimo quinto Dd Martu^ 
Anno Regni noftri primo. 



de Wrcc. 



Norwich, i johannis. 

Cart. I. TOhannes Dei Gratia, &c. Archiiepiicopii, &e. 

Johan. p. J Sciatis nos conceflifle Civibus noftris NorwicI 

I. m. u. quod nullus eorum placitet extra Civitatem Norwid 

"• H-'* de nullo placito praeter placita de tenuris exterioribus, 

*^' ^'' cxceptis Monetariis & Miniftris noftris. Conceffi- 

mus eis etiam quietantiam murdri & Gawitam infra 

Civitatem, & quod nullus eorum faciat duellum, & 

quod de placitis ad coronam pertinentibus ie poflint 

difrationare fecundum confuetudinem Civitatis 

Londmia^ & quod infra Civitatem illam nemo 

hofpitettir 



nofpiterur vd caj^ar qfiicquam per vimi Hoe edaai 
conceSkniss «s, quod omnes Gives Norwid ifait qui- 
eti de Theloneo cc Leftagio pjnr totami Angliam & per 
iXHtus tkarisy & quod nullus 4t mifericordia peoiniitf 
judicenir nifi fecundiim legete quam habent Ciyep 
noftri London!^, & quod in Civttate Ola in nid|a| 
ldaei«6 Qt Mitkennin^, & quod ifi^W femd id 
ebdomade tahttftn teneatUr & q<iod tarraa luas & teon* 
tUy & yadia fiia & de vita fua otrinia jMe habeant|^ 
^icunque ela deb6itt ft de terrii fuis o( tenuris (faii 
infra Civitateiii fiint^ refitfm ds ieneatur fe cu nd u m 
con^ieniditteoil Civitatis, & de omplbus ddsitis iuii 
^i^aceomtkiodata ftteript api^d Norwicum U de va« 
diis ibideiti kSM placita apud Norwicum teti^tur* 
£t fiauis iif tola Ahg)ia Theloneitm vd cctfifuetudi* 
tihm an hottiiMbus Norwid cepoit^poftqiiam iple i 
ih^o dedfderit^ Prip^fitufVfarmci Namum indc apua 
Norwicuidi catpiat. Has prsfedidas 4Sonfuetudines df 
^onceffimiii ic otxinks alias libcits^t^s fc liberas con-j 
ftietudines quas habuerunt & habent Gives ooftia 
tiOhdoniitf, quando meliores vel Iiberipres babiieniRi 
Dbctinduai lipmates Londoniie & JcgeK^ Givitatii 
Norwid. Quiare volumus & firmiter prtedpimut^ 
^ucid ipfi Gives & l^^redes eoruini haec omi^ia ptit^ 
difia cum CivttsCte oc pertinentHi ejus hl&reditarie ha* 
hnmi & tationf de koUs & b^erBdibus mftris^ reddendo 
per annuih Centum & oif§ libras Steflihgorum blan- 
ceas de Givitate Norwid per manual Pritpo/Ut Nor*- 
#id ad Scaeciirium noftrum in tenfhino San^li i/Ci* 
chadis. £t Gives Norvvid faciarit Pr^tlpofitos dt fil 
annum, qtii (int i^i nobii U its. Te&buEsi 
Sar. Epifcopo, $•* ^ 

Welkrt6 Archidiacbno J. deGr. • 

Data per manum H. ^ Cantuarienfis Mxtin^ 
diaeoni Canodlarii nfoftri apifd Genom'. 
VioefinofecttHdodif SeptcmbHs anno Regni 
prioiD* 



I? 
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in the Chapptlpf the Rolls, in the BuruBi 
' ^ Returhs of ^arlement ^'W^s^ &t \fiie_ 
\ 14 ^QueeaEUzabethf }' 'X ;. ■ ' . . 

N. aj' fir^O all Cttrifttan Pecfple to whom thi^ {iMetit 
•-\ Writing (h>lt coftie. I Dame Donihf Pott- 
ingun Widow, Idte Wife of Sir yehn Paekhtgrn 
Knight, Lord and Owner of ihe Tcmn oF vj5'^i"7* 
fendeth Qreering. Know ye, Me the 'faki Dittne 
Dmthj Ptiiingtlrti kahavcchofAi, hkibedahd ap^ 
inintcd ttty truftv and ^w«ll-be]t>Ved i%aMis Lii^ 
*od Ctorgi harhn Efqatrts,' ta be ft>y fi^fedTes^ 
my laid Town (rf Ayte/buty. And' whtfffb&tt tt« 
find T^sMffj and £V^;f, Burgd&),'fh8ll do in th* 
Service of the Qoteib Hlghneft in Wiai pr^ent Par- 
liament to be halden at Wtjlmnfiir the £iglith Day 
of May next enfuing the date hereof, I the lams 
Dame Dsrtthy Packingtatt do ratifie and approve to be 
my own Ad, as fuljy and wholly, as ,if 1 wpr^ or 
might be pi^ient there. In witneis Wnereof, tb'fhefs 
Prefents I have fet my Seal, the Fourth Day vSM^f 
in the t4ih Year of the Rei^Qf oUl^5oV«f«^I^y 
MHxahtth, by the Grace of God; of ^^tan^\^£m 
v^ilrtlandj Qneen, Defender of t(xritWb,err4'- 



Jn theChappel of the tbiby..,aii4 Muii^^ 
- Returns of Parlemeni W^rits this itar. 

". «4. TT ec Indennira 'facia apud Aylcfijury in Comita." 
JLjL- tu Bucks vlcefimo o£i3vo die Sepiembri'- Aa- 
no Regni Dominxnonrx Elixabeiha; Dei Gratij 
Anglia;; Franda & Hibcrni^e Regnix Fidei Defer}-, 
lbns,Vf. Vitfefimo Oflavo, Inter FdwardumBuI- 
Arode Armigerum V icccomitcm Comitalus prasdi^Tt 
ex uria parte & Johanem Packington Armigerum 
DominumBurgidc Aylefljury, & Comunitaiemjeuf. 
dem ex altera parte Tcftaiur. Q.jod pradii^us joanes 
Packington, & Comuliitas ejuTdem Burgi & Vilie 
virtutc Waffanti cjulilem VicecopiUis 3a]I^vBjj««|^ 
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..;■......: , I A 

^ohafinis Fai:Itin£'oQ SlnQ'i die Sc Aiino pTsdriflis 
eligeriiht Tfiorn'am *f aftrtjpgh & Thomam Scor Ar- 
migerot Eflendos Buf^enfcspro BurgQ & Vilbpnc-* 
^t^D,' ad .Parliamentum Dotninz Rcgnia: apud 
Weftmonaftorium Qnfrtto flccimfrdit 0ftobr»*TJln)» 
ximo futuro tenendum. Et quod- idem Burge^es 
p]«naria(n & furEcientem du potclUtmn pn>/|e, ^ur* 
go, .& VilU piaedi^is habent ad confentiendtirp cH 
^M tQitc ibidto pfo CorouQiConfilii) tjttfdeitl Pi^ 
iumenti [to ^ilirate Regni Anglis ad diSmn PiriiaV 
ntentUtn fjivonTe Doocuritigei^int ordinaji. -Incejii^ 
Rd Teftimoniunn tam fvitdiif^i 5*^**"^ Packings 
im & Comunntt^'VlHk: prx^^, -Qnarn prxdio* 
im Vicecotnes %ilta;::to- hiit Indentoris aheriiatirt 



. i« P^tciptu aes Cftizeifis de Biit-geii. [ 

ANoftw Senear IeRoij«foh noble Confcil rton- Rot. Pari. 
' (hdl^felCitdswiifs de li Clfw de Loddres, ^ue 4^. Ed. y^ 
comeili ittieMd'ont vivre, B non- p* lodr Trivaill* N. 46. • 
& Franchlfc, Tar queu* Ffanchife la dit Ciiee eftoit N. 13. ] 
Filndus. pt.icaufcIadittr»ochifei]ifoIoicntTra- 
Vailler per Tore 8t Meer en divers Terres i fair loot 
pjvfit, par quelle Travaillt Hi foloient de differs Tcr^ 
res atncfn^ divers Mcrchandifts a Grant Coinane 
profit de ToSt )a R6iafftie Dwigrcfcrl-e, J <?^nt 
Eyde & Maintenance de la dtle Cite6, faAcnance St 
cncrefce del Na*y tie la dite Tfrre. Et ore tard kivr 
dites Fraricheres fortt tollitt enctKirrc Ja Granie nvftiifc 
dite Seigneur le Roy, ftsrioblc Progenitors EftfeSlofe 
de fotiz lour ftaicz & encontrt'la Qrant Ghrftre,_J|: 
Orant Deftrtrccion R b'rert dB,dit«Citcc,' Comuhe* 
Damages de la Terre, Come al dite Naiiey fur^ooy 
ils priont que lour plefe avoir Regard, que la diic 
Ciiee eft fuiiduz fur iesditz Franchifcs, fiunz queu^ 
ils ne poient la dite Citee Mayntener, ne les Taxes 
tc soifes Charges poiier coliie ils fotoient fai/e, iu^ 
<}&dy ifs pViont quIlS pniftent avoir ionz dit^ Fran-' . 
ctirires' folonc la Grant noftre dit Seigneur fe Roi, let 
tloble Progenitores,' & la Grant Chartn. Et que- 
Da ahifll 



Ko. 
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The APPENDIX; 



:}lticls Grants, & Confirmements des Franchifes^ 
foient faitz as toz altres Citees k Boroghs du £.(>- 
aalme. 

Declarcnt en efpecial Qpeks Franehifea lour font 
'I'oUuZy & Drok lour ferra fait. 



iftetortt. 
Brcv.Parl. 
2. Hen. 5. 
N. 26. 
Parlemenc 
Burs^e^cs 
cbo&n in 
the Coun- 
ly-Court. 
12 Bur- 
ge/Tes 
Kkdlors. 



H£C Indeatura teAatur tjpoA 1rirtitt« cujofdam 
brevis Domini Regis Roberto Hakebech 
omiti Cantebrigi» direAi & huic Indeture con- 
fttti, fa£ta proclamatione in proximo Comitatu Can-* 
tebrigiac apud CantebrigUn.tenro ^ie Jovis {>roxi(no 
ante feftum Ajpoflblorum S^jmonis & Jude, Anno 
Regnii Regis Henrici quinti poft Conq^eAum tevxn* 
do, Alexander Wedmefrlandf Johanes Knapton, 
Robertus Gemeys, Alanus Huberd^ Robertus At-^ 
^br^ggf Hen. Topclef, Johanes Sexteyn, Thomas 
Wexchaundeller, Johannes Abrahapn, iVillielpnus 
HiAon, Johanes Luftere, k, Willielinus Duke, 
Burgenfes de fiurgo Cantabriggiae, qui procl^siationi 
iUi inter fuerunt eUgerunt Johanem Grmlane^ (f Jp:f 
banem Hokynton duos Burgtnfes pro Burgo priiiST§ni 
ajfenfu totius Communitatis nurgi predi^ii eilend. ad 
parhamentum didi Domini Regis tcneri ordinatum 
apud Weftminfterium die iime prpximq poft o^abat 
faa<Ai Martini proximo ftitur. Qui quidem B^rgfi- 
j<8 plenam h fufficientem poteftatem habent pro fif fc 
Conununitatibus fiurgi predial ad faoiend. & con- 
feotiendum hiis que tunc ad djAum parliamentum 
favente Domino otdinari ccntigerit. .. In cujus rei 
feftimonium tarn predid:Qs Vieecomes q^arh predict 
Alex. Johanes, Robertus, Alanus, Robertus, Hcui- 
licus, Johanes, Thomas, Johanes, Willldmuis, 
Johanes, & WiiHelmus, prefentibus Indenmris Si- 
gilla fua akematim appofoerunl. Dat. Iocq die is 
aono fupra-diAis*' 



irev.Parl. 

27 H. 6. 



£C IndenCura tcfiaturquodirirtutecujllfdam pre-, 

cepti Domini Regis, Richardo Wright Majori 

(Janrabrigie fa6)a prociamaticne in proxima Guriali- 

bcrtaus \'iU^ prodi^W.tenta pcft Kceptiooem ejukiem. 

prttepti 
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prcicepti die Veneris proicinio ante fcflum Purificatio- 
nis beateNf^ne Virgins, Apno Regni Regis Henrici 
JSexti poft CpnqueOum Viceiiipivi fci^timo Ri(^hardu$ 
Ahdrewe,' JoWrtries Nee), Thofl^a^ Har^ian, Jo- 
hannes Scot, Johannes Colbrbk, tohannes Law, 
Roberrus Garland, & Johannes fiemeweJI, Burgen- 
ks Ville predidle qui proclamaiione prcdi£te fuerunr, 
& ilU Q&o fecundum confuetudinem libertatis VUIe 
predifteerigeruht Willielmum Temays & Johannwn fii^rht 
Crof( duosBurg^nfes idoneos pro Communiut^ pne- Ele^or 
diati Burgi'Cantabrigie qui pienam & fufficientcm fecundum 
poteftatem pro fe & Communitate Burgi predict! ha- confuetn- 
bent, id faciendum & confericienjdum fuper biis que dincm 
in Parliatpcnto Domini Regis apud WeftminUir I^'btrt^ti« 
duodecipi'6 die Februarh pro^imb futuro teneri ordjr ViUc*4c« 
nari co'ntig^'it juxra forrnam precepri predifti. lj> 
Ciyus rei teftimonium predi<f);i Richardus Andrewe, 
johannef JJ(&ef, Thoma^ H^yrman, Johannes Scbf^ 
Johannes Colbrok,: Johannes Lawe, Robertus Gar^ 
fand, & Johannes Heihewel prefenti Indenturse Sir 
' gilta Jua ap|>6fuer'unt dat. dip loco & apno fuprftr 



HEC Irtdcnttirafafla infer Johanncrn Harlefton Retofo. 
Armigef um Vicetemitetn Comitatus CanU- Brev.Parl. 
ex utia parte & Majorem Ballivos <Se Coipir^res 20 H. 6. 
Vifie Cantabrigi^e ex parte ahera, teftatur qijod idem N. 28, 
VicecDttles apUdGaftrum Cantabrigie in pleno C6- « n^ 
fpitatu luo ibidem tento die Jovis decimo cuinto die choien in 
Qflobfis Anno Rcgnj Regis Henrici Sexti VictiTiitto tbeCoun, 
noho virtute^bi'evis Ddmini Regis prefentibus confurty- Court* 
tr, & pfefato Vlcccomiti direfti, cjigi feci per ofto 
perfonas lectindum confiietydincm ViJ^tje predide, ^'g^^ 
'Videlicet per Ricardym Togoad, Henricum Syip. E'eaors 
ineObn, Johannem Sergeant, Benedi(f>um Morys, **^cunduin 
Thomam Hunmale, Johannem Sexteyn, Williel- 5^"^^^'"- 
mum Alreth, ^ Robertum Damay, ti;nc ibidem v|ll« 
prefentes duo Burgenres Burgi pi edidti magis idoneos ^ 

*& difcretos jaxta K)rmam predifli brevis videlicet Jor 
hannem Cooke, & Johanneip Barton Ville predidte 

{)lenam poteftatem & fufficientqm habentes ad con- 
co({eT)duiq ^ fficiendum in- parliami^ntp in di<5^a 
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t 

breyi fpfcificato quod diduoi breive in fe cxigit & rc- 
quiritjuxta formam cjufdem brevispro fe& Ccrnimu- 
nitate Ville & Biirgi predjAi divifim. In cujus rei 
tdHitnonium t^tn preSidus Vicecotpes quam predidi 
Major, & octo Burgenfes Ville predide Sigilla fua 
prefentibus Indenturis altematifn appofuerunt data die 
Anno & loco fupra-didlis. 



patent i Try X Infppcr Voluinus at per pr^ntes ordim- 
Jac. 2. m Jfl^ i^jjg jj j^ ubcriori gratia nollra fpeciali pro no^ 
capella ^^^ heredlbus & fucceflbribus noftris concedimus pre- 
I?" ^ fiito Majori Ballivis & Bafsieofibus & Succeflbribus 
fjo^^ Ibis quod in perpetpum ijnt ^c erint in Bpfgoprcdidp 
^iudfiir. ^'g'^4 ^^ homines velaliquis aliu$ qumerus nop 
' fsf^ens numen^m triginta iq numero taq^u^* ^^ 
loelioribus & probioribus Inhabitaqtibus QuTdem 
Burgi de tempore in tempifs in hqji4finodi tnodo& 
formg eligpndos ^ conftituendos Jkut at an^iquo & 
. temporilfui retroa5lis fecundum erdinatienes^ , ajui^ V 
ccnfuetudii ftn Burgi ilUusantebac up fuerunttS C9nfuev\;- 
runty qui erunt, vocabuntur, & nominabuntur fratres 
Guildhall Burgi de Nova Windfor^ ac ficcontinuabun- 
tur & permanebunt in Fratemitate ilia quamdiu fefe 
^ bene ^flecint in eadem^ Nifi im^pn pro aiiqaa c^'yfi 
rationabili ab officio H locQ pred'^is amovebuntur, 
aut eorum aliquis amovebitur Qpi quidem firatres 
^c in forma Sup^iis fpepificati, eledi, prefefti & 
pominati facient & eriir^t, 4^ inperpetuqm fururis tem- 
poribus vocabiintur (qmmuiie Cofuiltum Burgi prediSli 
pro omnibus rebus, mateiii^, caufis & negotiis Bur- 
gum predic)um ac boniim regiipen, Statum, & Gu- 
bernutioncm ejufdem Burgi tapgeptibus ^ve con- 
cernenribuo ac trunt fie tempore in tempus afliftentes 
ii auxijiantes Majori & Ballivis ej^fdein Burgi pro 
tempore exiilentibus, in omnibps caufis & materiis 
eundem Burgum tangentibus five coqccmenribus vo- 
lumus ; in fuper ac per preientes pro nobis bergdibvf 
(l fucceflbribus noftris ordinamus & concediiQus quod 
ex numero predido fratrum Guildbalde Burgi pre- 
dicli (|c ut prcfcrtur decorum & prefe^oruin eligen- 
d-'rum jc preficiendoru^ tres decim eorum in perpe- 

(uum de ceteco er^nt, & v9cabuQt^r fic pooiinabun- 

I . • ^ 
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^i;" Socii Anglice les Bencjhcrs . Burgi pre^itSl, ac 
ittam crunt & perpeiuU futuris,ten>popbus vbcabuti' 
ICiv, & jiqminabuDtur Soci'ij Apglice Benchers. ef the 
(^uiiMoii Jnira Burgum predi^j;!)^ ac. ihfdrma inrq*- 
iHs'in prefentibus mentionata de' 'tcinpofe m templis 
eligenlur & conftituentur Ex quoqiie mjidcnj tres di- 
cing Socionjm numero {ic eledtorum fi prefe£!pruRi 
cligendoruni & pre6ciendorura decern eorom inper- 
petuutn de cftero erunt, vocabutitur, &nominahunr 
lur Aldermani five Primarii Socii Anglice Jes-Chipfe . , 
Benchers Byrgi illius. Qui quiiJem Aldermani fivft.. 
Primarii Socii Aiigiice les Chiefe Bpichers Burgi pile- ,■^ 
Ai&l de tempore in tempus eligendi & conlliiuendi 
^informa irjferius inprefeniibusnienlionata & exprefla ^■ 
'de tempore in tempus eltgeniur & conftituentur. Ex 

%oqueqaidem decern Aldermannorum numeroungs ■ ' 
luatim elegeturin officium MajorJs Burgi predi^, 
podo & forma inferius Specificatis, & Oflicio Majoris 
^urgi predifli peraflo deinde peppetuis futuris lem- 
poribus erit, vocabilur^ nihilominusremanebitLtnus 
|de Aldermannis five Primarijs Sociis, Anglice Icz 
ChUfe Benchers Burgi predifli, Et ulieriiis volmiis 
ac per prefentes pro nobis lieredibus & Sueceflbribus 
"nofiris ordinamiis quod decetero in perpctuum fint & 
erunt in Burgo prediiflo duo Ballivi in numero taii- 
'iilhi da fratribus Burgi predifli in forma his Uteris 
^atphtibu^ Specificata sligendj,,, % copi^ti^enfli. 
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A. 

4$undil'Qafik% 09 whom tt l^el^t ^ whit !t ^|id^ 1^ 

B. 

parnftafli^ OH whom it held, and who dirir Patrott ia 

the Conqueror's timey 8 
Bar9ns of l^don, who, and why ib called, Affend. 36 
^«/i^, when made a Bargh, on whom it h^d, and what 

it paidy 21 — 156 
Bhda^af what. Append. 20 
'^cdmiHt 96 
jP^/^^ff Cafe about EleAions, 15P— No Burgeffes knt 

from tl^ence to Parlement for many J^ngs ^eigna^ 

136 
fridfott. 151 

■■ ■ ■- Cafe about Ele^on of Bargel&t, 12S 
Bridgnvaterf 156 

pndtfflj wh^t it means. Appind^ 40 
BriJIoU 136 ^ ^ 

pucAinghamt on whom it held in the Conqupri^^$ ti«MV 

1 1 — Under th^ pj^QtedUqn of foreign iHJfds ai4 Pa- 
trons, 15 ' ' ' 

Buckingbamjhin^ 114 

^»r^^, a German word, i-^From whence derived, aiid 
what iignifies, 2, ^ — How and when Byygb» ^ecannS 
Parlementary,' 53 — What they were in tKe ^mtnu 
^V\ ^^ % ^^ ^^^V^ of William iht CoQqneror^ 



Thb 1 N D E X. 

S— £«— WaSJ^Sr ddr '(»ftfeni'^cniei'''lh(!iV fo'Und id 
t>*mi/iaf, 91— All bad tKcjr Patrons and ProteiCtors, 
»7 — When their free Conditioa began, 30 — Breded 
xnd confirmed by the Kit:^'* Grants, 36^ Why ca]kd 
Fr*g, 30—33, ioc^-105 — What their Freedotn was, 
and wberein it confifled, 33 — Which of them leot 
Bufgeffca to Parlement, 73— Why ai\iHi Diaunjkf ti 
^Vow Atnetidnl by Z^i Ed-ward <\»f Third, fi-^ 
Tbeir Origin from their Chanera, 92, loS— Sncli u 
were created by Earli bad their l>oiniaicin from the 
King, MA^rsVlfF ^^^ dj.tcaed wHicIl of them 
A oald feud's at^e^ei to Parleueot, iic— rl^nynever 
fait Burgefiei coaftantly till 1641 ud 1642, lad the 
Realbnt for this Intermi^n, izo, &c. 
0am^i, when firft fummoned to Patlemcnt, 53, jx— 
Tbdr Compliance with the Kiog'a Demand) tailM a 
Grsnt, (8— None funwnoned to farleroenl the jzdof 
^/<)t^^ the -Firft, 63— How taxed whm taoi fiim- 
Vinoned, 66— Had their Paironi and Proteflors, 2J— 
Not fummoned to Parlement before the 23d of Sd"- 
viard the Firft, 63-^They were diftioft from the 
Alii dt Regw, 70— They gave one Third more tha^ 
the £«rl9. Barons, sod Knights, ibid ^^ Why fum- 
moned to Pariemerit, 71 — Frequently excufed ujwo 
i^ccougt of thfir Poverty, 111 — They never comi 
' ulaipetf for being omitted, ii&i— Who were fileftots, 
1 37 — They tjoly named in the Doric of Writs, 13 j, &c. 
— Sometimes chofen in the County- Courts, i^S-r-Of 
Ihmuici, not to marry their Sohd and Daugbter»Mi 
\y (he SiiDf't Licencp, Jfftnd. i^-r-They paid TaU 
l^gpfor their free Trading and Liberties,' loi—ioj 
Burgi Domi'niei Rtgii, what they were, 73 — 105 
Burgh-Laws of ffWds^, when firft publilKed, 3^— Wlut 
f rcedpm «a» giyen bji them, 54 

9' 

Cambridge, i^Q 

Cenltriury, how many Borgeiles, and. on vhogiibe^ 
beld in the Conqueror's time, 17 ' 

Charter of tlje Conqueror granted at the Req^?ft of Wfl, 
Ham Bilhop of Landon, to the Citife'u,' ~2'8— ^fnttr- 
preted) itwua ProteAion radtel- ttif n il Ci^^kl^, _ 

ChithiJItr, 34 ..,■-)' 

Crtwtc^w antienlly no Borgh, i6| 

^idfeni, •aii. Birncsisst ■ ' '' '"" 



The- I i^ D e; ,;»%.•, 

Clergy, )vheii iirit fummooed p f arlement ,by . ^eiir 

Proxies, 72 .' 

polleftor'^ Accounts, 6p 

CoIeJhflUt ZS ■'..'. 

CornHJilalL 1 1 8 

c^X;^ir;.i4. :\ 

1 Wnam £re£ledy 30— Interpreted to be a feleifiblniini- 



.Xing Stephen, $,2 — Of London, hy whom, and wbesi 

granted, 42 — Of Rouen in- France^ ihid-r^Thty were 

diftinft from other Burgcffes, 43— When, the ufeof 

Corporation-Seals began, 52— Signify the Governing 

, Party,. 132 .■: '* ' ' ' ' . ' :- 

(lomv^mitatis^ smif^'fl^ -4^^» the fame, 137, 

':'&€. \ ' , ■ ■ . ' \ -' 

Cdmpofition for Taxes admitted b^ the King* 59' < 
Crickladif on whom it hel'd« what it paid to the Kingt 
and its Patrons, 25, 2$ 

P^negelJ, what, Append. \^ 

pavid K\ng o£ ,Sfetlfindt his Bqrgefi)^^ ftould be f^ec 

to buy and felJ, 34 ' 

Derhjt 142 
Pi^pieafn Cities and Burghs what they were, 82— Whf 

fo called, $5'— Their Number in the Reign of Sd^ 

%vard the Third, 86 
De-vonjhiret 117, 118 
De^f^ buj-nt by the frenct. * 72 
i)unw/c&, how, and by whom held in the Cpnqueror^s 

and Confeiibr's time, 6 

E. 

fdivar^ the Second demands Aid of the Citizens of 

London agaihft' the Queen, 37 
Elcdion's, how to be made where' no Charts 'or Cul^ 

tote,' i2jf— -Made by Bailiffs with the AfTeat of 

theCpmmnnities, 133 
Elel^ors of Burgeil^s, who, 127 -^ 

pivagium, what it means, Jppend, 14 

pxcejief* hoiv it held in the Conqueror V time. 8 r-'i? 



t. 



4Br^, on w|iof5^.if J^ in. Ac;:$;p|if|ffii^ .lii^/ ||pd tlb 
Nuabcr 6f BurgeiTes, lo ....... V* ;;.,:,:=.> 

R 

Fee Farms, the Original, 89 . v .':^f:ifi ;/ ' r • *: 
Fifteenth granted to Edivag^ the Eirft, S^^rr^yei;^ iCi|- 

•I'. - ■ '••■4; •■ '.'v^: •♦•■!••■ -^ -^ 7 ■•* ,^rTj...y. J- 

FMmt% whmt it figniUcf^ ^pj^^md^^^ , ...... , ., 

France (i^ing.x^gb S«W«Ji^ ^ommnnm^ to ifV, J7 
Fice»TcBaou» wh^ they wefe» j6( : r, 

■*'* '- ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ '■*•' ;'* '.••'>r: r.' •'.' - ■ ■.. 

Cirefgi'otf what it iignifies, Jppen^ 40 \. T 

Cert/ummmt what it means* Append, 19 

(ff:muntpont 4nadci ^ Parg^4>y 7#^^. ?a4 Pf. Csrnsvja(k^ 



"* :^ 
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j^iNS^, what, ^pjptni. 14 ' 

/;fcv/tf« made t Qifrgli byltTng JoW^ $9 ' 

fielUflM^ 9a 

^Mry the Second made Pr^fn a Burgh, 98 

fimrtford^ the Number of t^e ^ureeilesy and how taxe^ 

JJigham Ferrtrst JO 

fitmtington, 159* ... :■»:-.. ...' 

;: •^— ^ the Number of Borgeffc$| o^ wl^om ,tjiey 

. hcld^ and what they. jiat3» 19' .^.\^v -^c ' ' •- - 

— — Petition of^ 46 

fiuftenf^Sf howinterpretfd, ^>4^/fW.,5;S^ ^ 

. '■■• ■- ■^■- \ 

Jnfantthtf^ what it figni^es/ \Apfind. \ | 
^«i^ Earl of Cww^mIv^^^ Qrauntp»nt a Burgh, 9^ 
; I Earl of Moreion madeZtf«cdjf<r a.BurgtC "^^ 
5—- Eldcft. Son of .ihc. Djukc'o|;>-ii4ii- J^«Ac' /J/f^* 
aii«ii a'BurgV 99 *^ . . : ... .. 

IKng oTjE/^kii^l ifiade -j^fi/fif a Burgh, 90 " ' 



.IP 




.^^ — on Whoni it held/ tki wliit Biit^eflb to j(tt 
ConfeiTor's time, 10 '- 

Z/y^/79 explained^ Jppiude 14 " ' ;^' 

LancO/hlre, ti^ ■ ' " " ' ' . ^ ' '' '" "" ^ 

Ldttcafirr^ ^Ken, iAid by w%6ffi ttitTe^ BttV^ $8 - 

Lanceftcn^ when, and by whom made a'Bil>|li^'^4* - 

Law- worthy, who, and by What means made for, 28 ^■ 

Leir'wyte^ what it figntfie«j Affkfkdyt6^ 

Ufcard, wh^h, 1IMl»y'Wh'6m diadle icaili^ib/yS ' 

Lefiagium explained, Append, it' 

Leve^ what it meahs. Append, i z 

Lenxi^s^ on whom it held, ZxA whdt it paid^ afz 

Lidtford^ how held in Che Con^uerojr's liine^ 9 

Lincoln, 15 J *■' ■ ■*■' ■ 

London^ 118 

^ Whefi ibnlHtdted ft Cbtntt^tinit)^, ^8, 39-^ 

When dilrided into Wirds, ibid-^Who to ehoofe tK< 
MayoTj Aldfetbieii ifttf ^/iffk, 3^41— The Gon-' 
queror's Charter, a froteftion only, 48-^H6w ifiter- 
preted, 29-«-No ftranger to be lodged there, 36— ^An 
Example for all other Cities, &c. 66— ^A Grant to 
the Citizens of, 37-"-Founded on th^ Ftaaduikf 
granted by the ^£Ubj||^^ fiagl^nd^ ^16^ . \^ 

hoftnuiihuli 96 ' 

* \ 

. M. • 

Majbam (^r W^iltim,) declared duly eteOed BvijeTs (far 

CoUhefier^ 128 
Mayor and Sheriff's of LondM^ the Manner of elediti|^ 

41 
Major and CmmBnahy difttnft firaor alt tkkdr Bitfgtfilby 

43 
Merchants, who they anciently wcrci Jf* 

iif//l^«/ii^e explained^ jippeHd 38. 

Murdrum^ how vnderftpod, jippend, 36 



'. V, 



Koriiwuftai^^ the Nulfit)^ of fturgefles, aHd cfh 'irhdA 

,|t heW i^thf. Conqueror's Tinae, 15 
tTorivich\ th^ Number of* Burse&s, aii^ on wbd6i the¥ 

held, 6 ., ^ ^^ • '^ '* ^ 

Ox/hrdi 



b t 



*«# t it d Et 5*, 



P. 

Pttaiimm and Pi^^/Mt taterpitCMt "vf|t^m/. tt 
PulemcDt-Surghs, wbat tbejr w«fe, aM wtieo tbe^ tA 

b^a*!, si / . '".,.'.. 

what they paid, ir :■ -r.. .>( v ■ i- :> 

fljmptBm, \ij wksn eieaedlnfoa Bttl^,'^ 
fsntagitm, what, Afptni iz 

Perl/aia, what, Apftnd. 39 - 
Prdcriptida onfy Uttaot niaki a fiur^ft, f6f' 
Not allowed againft Ac Libertiea nf'tr^ 

Borght, Jpptnd. 10 
Prtfi«m made a Borgh bjr firar^ tfie SecDMl, 9? 
Precaraterii Cleri, wbCQ^Srlt ramAOBCtia, 71 
PrtK^Oioa and Chatter o( BnU*M iri;dn Con^erof'} 

tiiDe the famCi 18 

if. 

MnaiitA, ita '"■'' 

SegaidandRe^orien, whit and 4lM,-..«(Miir.''iM''^ 
Reginald Earl of Carn-wull. bii Charter t ^Ynb^,' 'gf^" ; 
Retarna of Writ* the -firft tfaa: are extant, nj-^l' 
Bifteu, \lt,—Oi nrifi'tl, \i6—Q)<[ Exttftir, 13^-i 
Ofi»«A«) 13B— Ofrefjt, 142— Of ^«ri> J>/^* 
: and 0*/ira, ibid-^( WallingfeTd, 144— Of Ht^en 
■47— Of Rtt^i^-, Wiitdfor, htm lariKBuih, aqd 
■ Will,. l\&,efC.~Of hriJpuri, Cfkhrftcr, WariK-icktAL 
-■Lime*im,- 15°-^*" Grimfy, Rocbtjitr, Baib kpd 
' SriigtaMtr, 1(3 — Under no certain Form, i61c^ 
Their Formfiace%»r7 the Eighth, 164 :^ ., 

Riebari Earl of CerMwrnJi, made Laattflm and Lr/isr^^ 
- Bjrghi, 9s ■, ,;.,■' /■■" 

Richmond, by whoni malde'a Bu^h, $9 ' 
Raibiftir, ijj' i' ■ ■ 

Am!m4 Mihetv erected into « Btirefa» ikid on wham' it 
held, i7 .,.-... -:. ,.^"1. ., 

JMRtoo^ on whom k bcld« and b4w lutff BitffiSttgy itf 
-ihe <a>Bjn«Wi li*"^ l« * ■ -"-^ - ^l'"'.; 

Smb. 



Thb I H p R.ip; 

s. 

<^ 

* ^^rtf, what It fignifies. Append* \i 
Salijhuryy when made a City, and mnted to the fiiibofi 

as his proper Demeafo, 401— How tallaged Jby ihc 

Biihop, ibid 
Saltajh^ by whoiw^ inside a Bvrghv^ ^7 *' • - ' ^ 
Scjotaitt rwha^.it xaeaiva, Jpfmii^A^^ i.'4 ^ 
Seals of CommunitieSy wheh firft ufed, 52 ; 
SheriiFrat firft directed what Burghi' AKmU 'feH IMb 

gcfles to Parlementy iio, &c. iv •■ ••- • > ' ^^ 
Sheriffs jud{;e jifbat Furgha W/CM aU^ tO' fend • B«r» 

gcffes toParlement, 125 v. * ^ ?!• - ^-^ ■ ^ 
,1 The reaibn .why. tbsy.i?eliif«edi ATm /utf /£irv^ 

Burgif &C. 116 vt. : .r 

■ They were never tomplaiittd aguaft^oy ^mC* 

tioned for fuch Returns^ 126 
^^ra, what, Append. 1 1 

Soutbamptou^ oa whom it held, and what it pttd, ti ' 
Stallagium^ hpw interpreted, Append, 12 
Stafordy the Niin^ber of Burge^bs, and 00 wImoi cImj^ 

held, ao 
Stanford^ 153 

T. 

Tallage, why paid and impofed, 102— Paid by Citiftnl 

andBuv|p:ffe« for free Trading aiultMrlibertiesi icf 
yamenAJtttMt 25 

Taiifi/onf how many BurgeiTesy and. what they paid» 11 
Taxes how anciently levyed, 80 
Tena|ir$ in a^^ept Demeafns diflinQ Membtra in Par* 

iTament Ironi fiurgefles, 77-'-SQmetime8 onutted ia 

Commiifions, 79-*- By whom reprefemted, 162 
Tbeam explained. Append, 11 
TJbff/brd, the Number of Burgeire»« and on whom thejf 

held in the ConfeiTor^s time, 5 — The Cafe of thia 

Right of £le6^s» i6a_ v 
Toll, what it iignlfief, Jpperid. ii 
Toriton difcharged from fending Burgeffes upon their Pe<» 

lition to the King, 127 
Towns that fent Reprefentatives toParlement, and paid 

Tenths, were not all of them 6urghs» 75-— Freqacoc* 

ly iignifies Community, 137 
Txadeimen in the Saxons and Conqueror fa time had their 

Patrons, 27 — They were the ancient Bnrgeflei aad 

MerchantSi 35 

Trure^ 



#>sff, hj wliom midc k Bargh, -93 
fWi«rr-C^Xr how many Borgciei* on «rt 
Md what ikty fuit ^ 

tJtfM^it/^ haw tMjaiitei, 4fH»*. It 



ithc7heii^ 



WUluifiri, 144 

-. - -Bgw Hd iriut it held k the Confeflbr'a 

..-rtfne. f - 4 '/ 

jTArwCrA-C^iboDtEkffioit of their Bnrgefte, "kjl-^ 

' OntriiomitheMt uidb/whoiittuedi xA 
«>/&> 151 
Wihfiin, 110 
IPw^#r, 148. . 

Wtrcijlirfeirt, Ity*-tl^ 
Vnr, what it 'fignifiet, Afpmi.t^ 
Wiiti and Returns from the 17 of £^. the foiirth, tO 
£4W. the Sbctli, allloft, 164 



Tmrw^b. when made-a Royal Bargh. ttti what if paid 
to the King, 4 — 74 — Why called a Free Burgb, 74-** 
How it held in the Con feflbf'i time* 4 

Yalt, I4X 

— — How kumr Muifion*. md how tucd in D^mtA 



